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MUSK OX WOOL PELATUK-LauraPELATUKLauraPELATUK-uurauura- Bergt wearswears-
aa pelatuk knitted by Nancy Edwards of Mekor-MekorMekor-
yuk

Mekor-
yuk

Mekor-
yuk

-

yuk on Nunivak IslandIsl nd , as she admires a scarf

By PAULPA l WILKINSON

(( 'OomingmakOomingmak'OomlngmakOomlngmak' ' - the domesticateddomesticated-
musk

domesticated-
muskmuskusk ox , part 4)44)-

The
4)-

The
4)-

The
)

The program of textile train-traintrain-
ning

train-
rung

-.

ningrung associated with the developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

¬-

ment of the domesticated muskmusk-
ox

musk-
oxox and the qiviut industry beganbegan-
inin December , 1968 , when Mrs .

Ann Schell of the Musk Ox ProPro-Pro-
ject

Pro-
ject

¬-

ject visitedYisited Mekoryuk , NunivakNunivak-
Island

Nunivak-
IslandIsland .

Mrs . Schell'sSchellsScheU'sScheUs' first training sesses-ses-
sion

ses-
sion

¬-

sion was preceded bybyaa short ,
illustrated talk about the purpur-pur-
pose

pur-
poses

¬-

posespose $ of the Project and the propro-pro-
posed

pro-
posed

¬-

posed knitting method .

Because of the delicacy ofof-
qiviut

of-
qiviutqiviut and its extreme warmth ,
it was felt that an open , lacylacy-
style

lacy-
stylestyle of knitting would be mostmost-
appropriate

most-
appropriateappropriate ,. which , incidentalincidental-incidental-
ly

¬.-

lyIy , would help to make a littlelittle-
wool

little-
woolwool go a long Way .

Secondly , the written instrucinstruc-instruc-
tions

instruc-
tions

¬-

tions traditionally used for knitknit-knit-
ting

knit-
ting

¬-

ting patterns were to be replacedreplaced-
with

replaced-
withwith a symbolic stitch-notationstitchnotationstitchnotation-
devised

stitchnotation-
devised

-

devised by Mrs . Dorothy ReadeReade-
of

Reade-
.ofvof\ofof.of\. Oregon .

This system has many advanadvan-advan-
tages

advan-
tages

¬-

tages over other' methods , espeespe-espe-
cially

espe-
cially

¬-

cially that finished garments cancan-
be

can-
bebe checked easily and simply byby-
comparing

by-
comparingcomparing them with the diadia-diadia-
gram

dia-
gram

¬-
gram of instructions .

After explaining the systemsystem-
of

system-
ofof knittingknitt ng , Mrs.. Schell askedasked-
each

asked-
eacheach interested knitter to comcom-com-
plete

com-
plete

¬-

plete a small pattern in sheep'ssheepssheep's-
wool

sheep's-
wool

'
wool , to make certain.certain. that sheshe-
understood

she-
understoodunderstood the Use of the symsym-sym-
bols

sym-
bols

-¬-
bols..

After this , each knitter rere-rere-
peated

re-
peated

¬-

peated the same pattern in qiqi-qiqi-
viut

¬-.
viut to acquire the feel of thethe-
new

the-
newnew fibre . After this , brief train-traintrain-
ing

train-
ing

train-
ing

- ;:,

ing, the women werewerelwerereadyl!| ready1ready'" toto-
begin 'begin knittingknitttng garmentsgarmengarment for paypay-paypay-

ment
*-.

ment..
Because the ' firstfirst'classfirstclass

\'

class had toto-
be

'

be held nearrinearar Christmas , whenwherlwherl-
many

when-
manymany

'

womenwomenwomenwerewere busy , thethe-
attenda

the-
attendanceattendanceattendaeeJ J':.waswas., wasJwassmaIlJ,

smallsmaIl , t|) but thethe-
number

the-
numbernumber of knitters in MekoryukMekoMekoryuk-
has

yukyuk-
hashas nownowhow grown to some 35i3S .

Similar workshops have beenbeen-
held.m

been-

heldheld.mheldmheld.mCoodnewsheldheld. ininGoodnews\, Goodnews\CoodnewsCoodnews Bay , Shish-ShishShish-
maref

Shish-
maref

Shish-
maref

-

maref , Wainwright ,
'

'BarrowBarrowIBarrowI'

,
,.

Point Hope , and St.iStiSt.iStiSt.JStJSt.iMary.sSt.JMary's.
'

Mary'sMarysMary.s'. ,.
Further ' workshops are ' plannedplanned-
for

planned-
forfor later this year ;, and villagesvillages-
whiclf

villages-
whichwhichwhiclf' wouldwoul like tototoparticipateparticipateparticipate-
are

participateparticipate-
areare invited tototowritewrite to the Musk '

OxUniversity.ofAlaskaProjectProj ct at the ,
UniversityUniversity.ofUniversityof, .ofof. of.of-

AlaskaAlaska..
If individualsindivduals rather than enen-enen-

tire
en-

tire
¬-

tire villagesviUa !' are interested , theythethey-
shouldshould . alsoalso.writealsowrite.,wrjtewrjterand, and ,. they cancan-
be

can-
bebe taught by mail if it is imposimpos-imposi-
b1e

impos-
sible

-¬-
sibleib1e for

,- 33,
a ,

Project ptembermember to

\, \

-- - - - .-

knitted by Emily Bodfish of Wainwright on thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic Slope .

SlopePhoto

-PhotoPhoto- by UNIVERSITYUNIVERSITV RELATIONS , U.AUA. .

Misunderstood AnimalAnimal-AnimalM-
usk

-=

Musk Ox Wool Rich , Delicate , Extremely Warm

visit the village .

In 1970 , the framework of aa-

Musk
a-

MuskMusk Ox Producers ' CooperativeCooperative-
waswas legally established in AlaAla-Ala-
ska

¬.-

ska . Ultimately , the CooperativeCooperative-
willwill supervisesupervis the herds of muskmusk-
oxen

musk-
oxenoxen in the villages and willwill-
direct

will-
directdirect the textile industry , butbut-
this

but-
thisthis will require some time . AtAt-
present

At-
presentpresent , it is acting in collabocollabo-collabo-
ration

¬.-

ration with the Musk Ox ProjectProject-
chiefly

Project-
chieflychieflychieflyasas a marketing agent..

The qiviut collected from thethe-
animals

the-
animalsanimals at College is processedprocessed-
onon the East Coast , since AlaskaAlaska-
does

Alaska-
doesdoes not have the appropriateappropriate-
facilities

appropriate-
facilitiesfacilities . The spun yarnyam isis rereore-rereo-

turned
re-

turned
¬-

turned , to Fairbanks , from herehere-
it

here-
itit is sent out either to villages oror-
to

or-
toto individual knitters inih smallsmall-
lots

small-
lotslots .

Each knitter works at homehome-
in

home-
inin her spare time , and she is thusthus-
free

thus-
freefree to do as much knitting asas-

she
as-

sheshe wishes , depending on thethe-
time

the-
timetime of year and her other work .

Finished textiles are returnedreturned-
toto Fairbanks , from where theythey-
are

they-
areare either sold directly to thethe-
general

the-
generalgeneral publicpubiic by the Coopera ¬.
tive or are distributed to retailretail-
outlets

retail-
outletsoutlets by the CooperativeCo perative ,.

Knitters are paid as soon asas-

fmished
as-

finishedfinishedfmished garments 'areare'' receivedreceived-
from

received-
fromfrom them , provided that therethere-
are

there-
areare no mistakes in them (whichwhich-
rarely

which-
rarelyrarely happens anyway ) .

Under this system , knittersknitters-
do

knitters-
dodo not have to wait for(or theirtheir-
garments

their-
garmentsgarments to be sold in order toto-
be

to-
bebe paid , for the CooperativeCoCooperative-
assumes

per tivetive-
assumesassumes this responsibility .

Knitters receive between 65 %
to 75% ofo the wholesale price ofof-
each

of-
eacheach completed garment , dependepen-¬-dependingding ononwhetheron-on' -whetherwhether'whether-' for'! or 'notnot'

not theythey-
I

they-
alsoI also prepare , it for sale 'byby' by propro-proc-
essing

pro-
cessing

-¬-

cessing and packaging it .
The

.,
remainder of the wholewhole-whole-

sale
¬-.

sale price goes to thetheCoopera-theCooperatheCooperat-
ive

., .CooperaCooperaCoopera-Coopera-
tive

¬-

tive to cover the various costs inin-inin-
volved

in-
volved

¬-

volved . As with all cooperativescooperatives-
thethe profits will eventually be disdis-dist-
ributed

dis-
tributed

-¬-

tributedtributedII between the shareholsharehol-sharehol-
ders

sharehol-
ders

¬-

,
ders, namely-namelynamelythet,,- the knitters , herher-her-
ders

¬-.
dersdensdersand," -andand-, .allall., all othersotb rs involved ,, inin-
the

in-
the

'

the musk oxox industryrMindustryNindustry---industryindustrynindustry-
The

-
. ; -- 'ffP;';n> -,

."
The ' MuskMusk-

J

MuskOxOx Project itselfitself-
does

itself-
doesdoesdoes not receivereceIVereceive

J

any profit fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe ventureventure :, but is supported byby-
the

by-
thethetheiW.KIWJCiW.KiWK,

.. . Kellogg Foundation-FoundationFoundation-
the

Foundation-
the

,.-
the University of Alaska , and thethe-
Institute

the-
Institute

.
Institute of Northern AgriculAgrieul-AgrieulAgricul-Agrieul-
tural

Agricul-
tural

.
¬-

tural Research-ResearchResearch-

Four

..-,

Four principal: ,' types of gargar-gar-
ments

gar-
ments

¬- '

ments are produced at present .
The most popular of these is aa-
lacy

a-
lacylacy scarfscarfabQutscarfaboutaboutabQut 4 ' ft . long, forfor-
which

for-
whichwhich the knitter receives $25-$2525$25-
$27

S2S$2525$ -.
527$2727$27-$2727$27Longer$ ,.:- LongerLonger'stolesLongerstoles

"-stoles
s-toles"' st les. iniriina,33, a similarsimilar-

style

'

stylest le areireare ,. also produced , for

i

which knitters receive $40.0040.004000540.0054000$40.00-
Two

540.00-
Two

$40.00-
Two

$ .
Two types of cowl or hoodhood-

are
hood-

areare also produced , the closelyclosely-
fitting

closely-
fittingfitting 'nachaqnachaq' *' , and the looserlooser-
'pelatuk'pelatukpelatuk' ' . Knitters are paid
$17.0017.001700$ . and $24.5024.502450$ . respectivelyrespectively-
forfor these items by the Producers

*'
Cooperative .

Most customers prefer thethe-
ashybrown

the-
ashybrownashy-brownashybrown- color of natural ,

undyed qiviutgiviut , but garments cancan-
be

can-
bebe dyed to most shades . QiviutQiviut-
skicaps

Qiviut-
skicapsski-capsskicaps-- will soon be available ,

and most types of garment cancan-
be

can-
bebebemademade on request .

In all cases , the price paidpaid-
to

paid-
toto the knitter is calculated onon-
the

on-
thethe number of stitches involved ,
so that the price paid directlydirectly-
reflects

directly-
reflectsreflects the amount of workwork-
done

work-
donedone , and prices for specialspecial-
items

special-
itemsitems are also assessed in thisthis-
way

this-
wayway ._

Sales of qiviut textiles havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen very encouraging indeed ,

and they seem to seUsell equallyequally-
well

equally-
wellwell to Alaskans and non-nonnon-
Alaskans

non-
Alaskans

non-
Alaskans

-

Alaskans alike . The sales situasitua-situa-
tion

¬.-
tion has been helped indirectlyindirectly-
by

indirectly-
byby the growth of the conservaconserva-conserva-
tion

¬.-
tion movement , forf r manymanywowo-wowo-
ment

wo-
ment

wo-
ment

--
ment no longer wish to wearwear-
furs

wear-
fur'sfursfur's' obtained by slaughteringslaughtering-
animals

slaughtering-
animalsanimals .

Nonetheless , these same wowo-wowo-
men

wo-
inen

-¬-
meninen often continue to want aa-
luxury

a-
luxuryluxury garment of equivalentequivalent-
quality

equivalent-
qualityquality and .prestigeprestige., prestige .

*
QiviutQiviut-

nlls
Qiviut-

fillsfillsnlls this role nicely ,; for it isis-
rare

is-
rarerare , exoticex tic , and very highhgh! quaqua-¬-

lityquality, yetyet it can be obtainedobtained-
without

obtained-
withoutwithout harmingbanning the animalsanimals-
concerned

animals-
concernedconcerned .

In the concluding article ofof-
1J

of-
thisthis1J! s

,
series , I wantwawantJ , to look to the

future of the domesticated musk ,

ox in Alaska and otherothe parts ofof-
the

of-
thethe Arctic..
PotLuekDinnerPotLudtDinnerPotLwck Dinner ,

.' \

PotLuekDinner'A
'AA' pot luckluck dinner will bebebe-

held
be-

heldheld at the Fairbanks NativeNatiV-
eCommunity

Native-
CommunityCommunityLaceyStreetCenter , 102 Lacey
Street , Friday , October 1I , 19711971-

ajaj, 6:00600: panp.mpmpmppmpr., . r, *' .
'

"

AllAU natives "' in the area areareare-
invited

are-
invitedinvited to attend . If anyone
isanyoneisable to10 bringb ing something it willwill-
be

will-
bebe greatlyeatly appreciated .,

-... . ri.M4riM4... ..Naa.aNaaa..-.. . ..AA-

lira
. ,. ... . ".-- - - :\.. .... .lira w- h - MirraMirr-

aZ

-. ...--.-... .. .- .- . ;'1:;1IiZ iidcSolt iIi111itaA.aAa..
'NowNow'liionBaidsliionBaids' .piyat. .aIaI.>Afuc >t nlMt.ixnlMtix.,.

"

.
' -.:ttJOHNBJOHNJOHNBB . COGHILLCOGHILLU-

NION

COGHILLCOGHILL-

I

COGHILLU-

NION

R

t
I
, UNION OIL DISTRIBUTORDISTR'IBUT-

OR

DISTRIBUT-
OR

DISTRIBUTOR-

for

'
. ss-

for
',

for TononaTananaTCI1C11a-CI1dTCI1C11aCI1d- and Yukon River VillagesVillages-

also

Jk ,
,

alsooIso in the NenanaNenooa , QeorOeorClear , Healy areasareas2\22\7676-

P.O

,
P.OPO.. . BOX13OX 268 ,. NENANA ,. ALAS-

KAJ

ALASKAALAS-

KAAlaska

X ,
iiP.O-----JJ_----__-
Alaska Business Directory

543 SECOND AVENUE - FAIRBANKS ., ALASKA 9970199701-
PARKAS

99701-
PARKAS

99701-
PARKASPARKAS MUKLUKS MITTENS

ClotnClothClot " Insulated ea. Soft Soled . Fur or FabricFlbrlc:Fur a. All HeightHeights* _ Leather PalmsPalms-
ALASKAN

Palms-
ALASKAN

Palms-
ALASKANALASKAN PATTERNSPATTERNS-

e
PATTERNS-

aea Adult 1.501501.50-Ch1.50Ch1.50150Ch.5O-Chlldren.5OChlldren.5O5OChlldren. --Childrenldren 1.25125. each.achacheach-
All

..ac-
hCUSTOM *- ChlldwnChildren ,. LadlesLadles,, MenMen-AllMenAll-All sizes1l rrnM rtDnctCUSTOM Mukluks sizesORDERSORDERSORDERSP-

rompt
. Parkas. Mukluks,, MittensMittens,, KuspuksKuspuks-

Prompt
KuspuksORDERS

Prompt Mall OrdeOrder>? ServiceService-
write

Service-
write

Service-
writewrite for free BrochureBrOchur. and Pricerlce ListLis-

tRentalWlnter
Lis-

tRentalwinter( Rental-WinterRentalWinterRental-WlnterWlnter-- ParkasPlrkls,, Mukluks andInd Mittens )
Gene andInd Lois TappTIPp Telephone (907)456-7658(907)4569074567658( )) --

HouseHou o/oojofoFabrics/FabricsFabricsFa-

brics
FabricsFa-

bricsFabrics for all youryour-
sewing

your-
sewingsewing needs

406 Barnette , FairbanksFlil ankS, AlaskaAlasklAlas-

kaSachsSachsSachs-
MEN'S

Sachs-
MEN'SMEN'SMENS'' SHOPSHOP10-

8Coshman.456108Coshman.456108Coshman456108 Cushman.4S6.40Cushman4S6.40Cushman4S640Cushman.456-.4017Cushman456.4017Cushman.456Cushman456.40174017. . . .-. 401717

Cushman.456.4017AURORA

.

AURORAAURORA-
BARBER

AURORA-
BARBERSHOPBARBERSHOPBARBER SHOPSHOP-

Alberta
BARBERSHOPAlberta

Alberta GrantGrant-

Jack

Grant-

JackJack Luffman

127 Laceyt.aceytacey. StreetStreet-

YourYour First Stop in FairbanksFairbanks-
For

Fairbanks-
ForFor STEREO and HI-FIHIFIHI.FIHIFIHI-FlFlHI.-

FIAI
HI-

FlA1
-.

A-IAIA-11AIR-
ECORD

A1-
RECORD

-
RECORD SHOPSHOPB-

oxBox 1313-Foodland1313Foodland1313--Foodland---- MallMillMaltM-

altCOOPCO-OPCOOPCOOP-
D

-
'

DrugD 'rugrug' '

& PhotoPhoto"A-

LASKA'S
"

"ALASKA'SALASKASAL.ASKA'SAL.ASKAS". . . ' LARGEST "'";
Prompt Mail OrderOrderS-

ERVICE

OrderS-

ERVICESERVICE, & PHOTOFINISHING
* PrescriptionsPr.crlptlonsPrcrlptlons.Pr.crlptlons.PhotoPrescriptionsPhoto
Photo.Photo*.: SuppliesSuppliSupplies-
Cosmetics

.
.CoimeticiCoimeticiCosmetics.:Cosmetics-
'Sundry

C-osmeticsC-osmetics'Sundry

'SundrySundry'* .CoimeticiSundry

ItemsItemitems-
P

, '

P.O.BoxPO.BoxPOBoxpP ., O.BoxBox., Box 1390139 FairbanksFairbCl'lksFairbCllksFairban-

ksDONALSON

'
DONALSONDQNALSON .

'

COMPANYcorPANY.,
PO Box:- 845845-
Anchorage

84-
5ArI

8. AWs

AWsAnchorage
Anchorage
,'ArIhor:. .e,

'

AlaskaAilaskaAilaska-

PhonePhone 27279-527952795-
I

2795Fair-

banks

-5 ,

I

FairbanksFairbanksLumberFairbanksSupply"WhereSupplyI'llLumber Supply
"WhereWhere1rhereI'llIll"' here One CallCalliCall-
Supplies

Calli-
'Supplies

'

Supplies'Supplies'
,
ItIl'( AltAIlAll ""' ',

Box 62967J - 27227211linoisIllinois SnSn-
Garden

St .,
'GardenGarden
'
Garden Isle, FairbanksFairb 1ii-1ii1ii-

4522183

-
452-21834522183-

l '

tr;. -

f-f-.fi
' . . . iJf

High Style . . .

at Low Cost . . .

... . ... .. . .c-rcrCorpk.elCorpkel- . <[enel.edeneled4< f.lNnpflNnprwrn.L.6arwrnL.6arwrnL6a.lorf.lNnplorrwrn.L.6aroro < .nnananyour. your, _ off.."_ee4e-
e4Fairbanks

Fairbanksoffice
Fairbanks

OfficeOHice SupplySupplSupplyP.-
O

)'P.OPO',0.100.10010., . Bobox. 3H2nn2552 ., rrrtunirarbanker..rtuni... AlnllAlslaA ..W09970119701197-

01SUPPLIES

|

SUPPLIESSUPPLISUPPLIES-
We

ESES-
We . , .. . _ . ....We 5e"- the Wiped. mveMo.ymveMoyor , end"'endee.wtyee.wtyeewtyee.wty-

or
,

ofoffor office" . lutWas.PI'AIoPIAIo:>. M"' AlaskaAlaska-

PROMPTAAO'PTAAOPTPROMPT"' 'AILAILMAIL"' ORDER SERVICESERVICE-
TO

SERVICE-
TOTO INTERIOR AL"SKAALSKAALASKAAL"SKA-

w

ALASKA-

w

"
w ,., . Ito.. FFree,. c,1otc1otcats..,"

All Cash and COD MailMai-
lOrders

Mai-
lOrder

Mai-
lOrdersOrdersOrder.SentSent-

Freight
Sent-

FreightFreight or Postage FREE II-

II

I-

All\IIIIAll,\ .ailail-". Ofordm. "..nn,.n be. tea.. COD wnbwnbrwnb-
an

..r
eoan acaccount<

_ bas_ been. erabinbed_. I".

DEAN'SDEANSDEAN"-
S

DEAN-
S

DEAN"Sf-

9

DEAN'SDEANSDEAN'S-

BEAUTY

"

'

BEAUTY " . \;

f9BEAUTYLOUNGE f9LOUNGERoomLOUNGERo
. .

RoomRo _ 10710110-
1Coop

'

Co-opCoop- Balcony 'VV' , : '
452-20604522060- 5t:. ,

THE CRISIS LINELINE-
Someone

LINE-

Soneone
LINE-

SoneoneSomeoneSoneone:., CaresCares-
Call

Cares-
Call

Cares-
CallCall Crisis LineLin-

e4S4403452-440345244034S-44034S:!--4524403Fairbanks4S4403Fairbanks
FairbanksFairbank-

sAlaskaAlaska National BankBank-
of

Bank-
ofofofII' FairbanksFairbonksFairbanks-

Complete
Fairbanks-

Complete
Fairbonks-

CompleteComplete Banking ServiceService-
Branches

ServiceS-

onChe
Service-

Branches
.

BranchesSonChe, , at UniversityUnl.ltyUnlltyUniversity-
Nenana

University-
Nenone

.,.
NenanaNenonaNenone - AirportAlrpo'rtAlrportAirport' RoadRoad-
Eielson

RoaRoad-
Eielson 'EielsonElelo, " - OelteDeltoDelta - TekTolTaitTek-

Main
Tait-

Main
&

MainMoln Office-NorthwardOfficeNorthwardOffice-North.aOfficeNorth.aNorth.aNortha- . ,' BldflBilg8149 .
I'

earsears-
Fabric

eafifeafif-
FabricFabric ' ShopShop1-

st1st & CushmanCushman-
F

Cushman-
Fairbaf.ksFairbanksFairbaf.ksFairbafksF irbar.ksirbarks.. , AlaskaAlas-

kaYukonyyulwnYukonulwn OfficeOffice-
Supply

FJice
FJiceSupplySupply, InclAC..

,

' .5alef1.Service5alef1.Service5alef1Service.Sales.ServiceSales.ServiceSalesService.,.Sale $>.,...Service 41* RentalsRenUls ,. "!',511 GaffneyGlffneGaffney
, Rd . ., Fairbanksf'llrfllrFairbanks-

Phone ' lnkslnks-
PhoneI PhonePhone4521-452-14521- .52.114152.1141521141452-11484521148. -. 148


