* i

Tondr Tjbes Pt

Page 2 LEonul

“Imayﬁotagree

Tundra Times

R .;

..,___.J_,-um

-
o W

4 i .- I
'%jf‘ls;‘_ - . .-

Owned, controlled oand edited by Eskimo, Indion, Aleut Publishing Company,
Published ot Foirbanks, Alaska, weekly, on

a corporation of Alaoska natives.
Friday.

Address all mail to Box 1287, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701.

452-2244.

Telephone

Entered at the Post Office ot Fairbanks, Alaska, as second class matter

under the Act of March 3, 1879,

Eskimo, Indian, Aleut Publishing Co.,
Committee: Howard Rock, president;
Ralph Perdue, secretary: Jimmy Bedford,

assistant secretary. HOWARD ROCK, editor.

comptroller: Mary Jane

Inc. Board of Directors Executive
Thomas Richards, vice president; Mrs.
Fate,

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Regular Mail (including Alaska,

Canada and other states) ...... 1 Year $ B.00
Air Mail (including Alaska,

Eunur.fu and other states) ..eec.. 1 Year $19.00

6 Months § 4.50

6 Months $10.00

, September 12, 1969

mﬁamrdyoumybmlmudefmdmdeﬂmrgﬂwmyia”ﬁr

September E 1969

Dear Sir:

This is a letter of intent con-
cerning the Public Health Service
Alaska Native hospital located
here in Bethel, Alaska. It isa 42
bed general and surgical hospital
with an active outpatient clinic
that rendered medical care for
24,792 clinic visits during fiscal
year 1968. The average daily
patient load for fiscal year 1968
was 61.7 and there were 2,298
admissions.

The hospital serves as a focal
point on the Bethel Service Unit
which provide medical care for
an estimated native population
of over 12,000 residing in an area

beluw St
Sound southeast of
then southwest

including Nunivak island, and
from Nunivak -Island northeast
toward St. Michael. The hospi-
tal's service unit encompasses
approximately 100,000 square
miles—an area that would be
equal to the states of New York
and Pennsylvania combined.

As of now the normal bed
capacity of the hospital is 42,
the average census this year is
50, which leaves eight admitted
patients gither in the hallway or
in a room too small for an addi-
tional patient. This as you could
see is ane of the most pressing

physlcai prnhlnrns of the prmnt
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McGrath,
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Editornial—

A Plea and a Reminder to the
Eskimos, Indians, and Aleuts

We deceive ourselves. Our native peoples of Alaska
too often believe that we are no longer being exploited—
that we no |nnger receive glass trinkets for furs. We too
often believe that no one will use our native peoples to
the personal advantage of that individual: as did the
Russians when they thirsted for our furs, as did the first
White settlers when they made their fortunes from the
wealth of our lands.

It would be shameful to say that all, or even most,
of the non-native population of Alaska has no sympathy
for our cause. Yet now, in the time of our greatest need,
we must begin to count our friends.

We deceive ourselves. During each and every election
year, we listen to those aspirants. We listen to both those
who have promise, and to those who have promises.

Our greatest shame would come if, in-between elec-
tions, we hesitate to evaluate the performance of politi-
cians on those issues which concern us. We have tried to
bring these issues to light through the Tundra Times and,
because of the interest of native individuals and their
organizations, our paper is reviewed by virtually every
native in the state.

Our native land claims settlement is the single, most
important issue. It will directly affect our lives, and the
lives of our children, and the descendents of our race for
all time. Now is the time to evaluate our elected officials.
We must not allow them to make promises during one
election year, and ignore our interests during the follow-
ing three, or one.

We must ask ourselves, for example: Does the stand
which Governor Miller has taken on our land claims make
him worthy of our support during the next election? Does
he deserve our 30 per cent of the vote, if he dares to run?

We must question the merits of all elected officials,
whether Democrat or Republican or Independent. Does
Senator Gravel’s silence on the land issue benefit us? Will
he always remain quiet when we need him?

Does Senator Stevens, in fﬂrming his stand on the
land issue, listen to his friends in the oil industry and deny
those 60 thousand of us who call ourselves the First
Alaskans any representation?

Does Representative Pollock always sit on the fence
when it comes to taking a position on issues which con-
cern us? Should he take a suspenseful neutrality on the
revenue sharing proposal?

If the answers to all these questions are yes, then
perhaps we should burn deeply within our minds a memory
of how our elected officials responded in our time of
greatest need.

You might recall how our native leaders did strive
for unity when we began to fight for our land. Perhaps we

should consider achieving more unity among those of us
‘in the rank and file’ when it comes time to visit the voting

booth.

Regardless of our political affiliation, we must

certainly realize that our primary loyalty is with that
stuff which flows in our veins—the blood of our birthright.

We must all awaken to that reality more quickly
than the icy water puts an end to our sleep. It would be
sinful to accept the idea that we are part-time citizens for
only the moment that we mark our ballots. Let us bury
the thought and leave it to the worms.

We must be full time, first class citizens with a full
time responsibility to elect officials who will represent
our interests. We must watch them closely to see that they
will not be so stupid as to ignore our needs.

Let us guard our heritage. Let us exercise our rights,
and our respunsibilities. Let us not furget what we are
made of. Let us not allow the politicians to forget who we
are, and what we want, and what will happen if we are
ignored. To do otherwise would be fatal.

Please do not consider this plea as an insult to your
intelligence. Think of it as a reminder of your responsibil-
ities. Let us no longer deceive ourselves.

Brotherhood among all our peoples.

~by THOMAS RICHARDS, JR.

Other Voices—

Who Is to Blame ?

Nine Beltz School students have been sent home as a result
of drinking, probably never to return to fromal classwork.

It is a pity it had to be this way, but we agree with Schools
Supt. Clifford Myers that action had to be taken. We hope the
“jolt’” will serve as an example to the other kids and end the booz-
ing it up.

One man who bought the booze or beer or whatever is now
spending a year in jail as a result of making purchases for six of the
offenders, all girls.

Whose fault is this?

At least in part it is the fault of Nome. The children are from
the villages. They are new to the area and our ways are new to
them. To them it is a strange new world.

And we are a strange-looking lot to them.

How many people in Nome have tried to make these
youngsters welcome? How many of us have invited a small group
in for dinner and a bit of socializing? How many have shown an
interest in their problems?

What are the people of Nome doing to help? The answer
seems obvious.

In the minds of too many people in the villages going to
Nome means a big bender. It should not be that way. Many people
do not look at it that way and they get along fine.

Unfortunately Nome doesn’'t have a great deal to keep the
youngsters properly occupied as for civic groups -or fraternal
organizations to provide suitable outlets for the young people.
They cannot be expected to stay in their rooms every night reading.
They like to get out and have fun, naturally.

As Myers says, the rules at Beltz specifically prohibit the
consumption of alcoholic beverages on the school property or
elsewhere. He had no alternative but to bannish the youngsters
back to their villages.

He, too, agrees that the people of Nome should do something
to keep the kids out of trouble.

Got any ideas?

—ABJ, The Nome Nugget

hospital.
The present staffing uf tha
hospital especially in nursing is
in truth poor. The recent Meth-
odology Study showed that the
hospital needs 40 nurses and
the present status is 29, in which
the shortage is 11. Another prob-
lem is housekeepers. They need
two in the wards, one in the
maternity wing, two in the wards
in the evenings, two in the clinic,
one in the dining area and hall-
ways, one in the quarters area,
and two men in the entire hospi-
tal in the night time.
As of now the projected time
for the expansion of the present
hospital is in 1971, which is 33
more beds (that would expand
the beds to 75.) The estimated
cost for the expansion is three
million doliars.
Another matter to be consid-
eréd would be in the correction
of present deficiencies which
would include the roof, pilings,
plumbing, floors and utilities
(sewage and water) which would
come up to an estimated cost cf
3.5 million doflars. With the ex-
pansion of the present hospital,
there will have to be more living
quarters which would come up
to an estimated cost of one mill-
ion dollars, The total cost for
the expansion, correction of de-
ficiencies, and living quarters
would come to an estimated
figure of 7.5 million dollars. The
estimated cost of a new hospital
(75 bed) is ten million dollars.
Now for the facts. There have
been rumors over the past two
or three years about a new hos-
pital, but hardly anything has
been done about it other than
the resolution passed by the As-
sociation of Village Council Pres-
idents and Senator Kennedy's
tour which produced some mon-
ey for the roof of the hospital.
The whole area is expanding
rapidly and in 1966, Bethel area
was rated number six in *“‘popu-
lation explosion’’ in comparison
with the whole nation. Should
river erosion continue at its pres-
ent rate, the present hospital
would be in danger in the near
future, thus making the expan-
sion of the hospital unrealistic,
because it could be just a waste
of money. This could be justified
by the life span of the present
hospital, rising construction
costs, more maintenance on the
present hospital—thus making a
new hospital more feasible.
Attempts too, have been made

to visit the villages at least twice
a year, which is badly needed.
Those sent to Anchorage are
people requiring major surgery
maternity complicatiens, and
speciality (example: ear surgery)
There are approximately five
to ten people a week sent over
to Anchorage at the present
time, thus expending a lot of
federal money. With a surgeon
in a new hospital, not as many
people would have to go tg
Anchorage. As you could see
the main objective is to push fo
a new hospital here in Bethe
NOW. THE FACTS PRESENT
ED ARE TRUE.
What | request is only one
thing. That is to introduce
resolution for support of the
early construction of a new hos:
(Continued on page 7) "
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ANTED: Chilkat Blankets;

carvings: argilite carvings; put-

#latch bowls; fish hooks; spoc
and all N.W. items 50 vllrl
of age or older. Send photo ¢
sketch and prices to: Albert T,
Miller, 2235 West Live Oak
Drive, Los Angeles, Califorrda
90028.



