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Editorial—
The

Illness and the Cure

““The Lummi language class has been discontinued
for the summer. The class will begin again next fall when
school storts,” wrote the Lummi Squol Quol, o Lunlni

cummumly paper nl Hu'iiﬂn 'ullinm

There is a gnawing poignancy to it. | f one lingers on the
subject ond tries to seek out the conseguences of a
methodic dismumwl of a people’s longuoge, o lump
con form in one’s throat. The suppression of a language food 49 Ak
brings out the grim reality that a basic culture—the very Eul'ﬂ _
root of o people’s spirit—had been discouraged ond
strangled until a mere breoth, in some cases, remains. .

" The process of doing away with nnliqt languages
was done so well that the victims were, mony times,
wholly unaware that o greot heritage was being divested e
from them. Today, it is o sod experience to hear the Atm

innocent victims say, ond apparently proudly, *“Our mmm

children all speak English now ond they can hardly say | 3

onything in our own longuage.” ﬂ":-l IJO“ Am.”:
It is also o sad experience, but one that could be Farm at Ardrossan in Alberta,

regarded with admiration, that tribes, like the Lummis of lﬂmtﬁ;lﬁ alc::-

the State of Washington, are educating their children to p.d

speck their own language that had been in the processof mﬂwl ’

disappearing. They, ond few aher tribes in other states, pet cheetah

are doing this now redlizing that o heritage, like the cyd‘i-ﬁ erir

language, is one in which o spirit of o people can be M

perpetuated ‘to suskin the all—importont well —being of a

people. Other fine troditions serve the same purpose. T

When they are taken away, they have a drastic—-and tragic- wm e

effect. Tlu pmll frnm whom they have bm wrested con saw—at .
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con never be no matter to what a force, like o dominate
culture, wish them to be. |
Fortunately, some of the dominent cultures are OTKOU aj - i O SR S I e S e TR
beginning to undo the harm that had been done. This is ohe. we- amig be caliuition K il T "“J?asrrl
commendable. Some o the native people of Alaske ae fastest of the worlds mammds determination and sel .?.”i.“‘f"‘*‘““’*“:'a :,“Tf’?‘t'
ofso beginning to realize that some of their precious hit & S0od o0 it TTOT VUGS SRS, - '
traditions are being methodicolly tcken oway ond they “ “
ore showing concem. It is o promising development when P ey
our people seek ways to sustain their vﬂ!l-hlq through *°
retention of their treditions. '
The rising desire of our pecple to uﬂ thir'
heritages does not, of course, mean that they ore re- ;.
jecting the ways of the dominant cultures. They have ¢
ol so found very (iu -ivuu ﬁhp in hu ﬂl’luu "
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best of all ptoplu might be lthyﬂ



