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Members of the Kenaiize Indian Tribe who work-
ed on the canoe profect included, from left, Vie-
tor Antone, Peter Kalifornsky, Elsie Starbuck,
Clure Swan and Herman Lindgren.

Prter Kalifornsky shows Elsie Starbuck the lavewt of alder and willow
branches which form the frame of an ““emergency”’ boat. It will be
covered with unali thair left on) moosehides, Kalifornsky explaing
that the bowt conld carry two hunters and a kill of meat, The boat
is 65 inches long and 45 inches wide.
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Liba Lindgren gives her son, Herman, a hug for a fob well done as the team nears completion of the project. The project represents
the potential to expand into a broader and on-going progrom of Dena ‘ina culiural preservation and community eductition in the Kendi area
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The CIRI Foundarion way a principal donor. Other donors include Carr-Goiistein Pro

perties, the Kenai Mall, Southcentral Airlines, Kenai Natives Association Inc., Sal
Natives Association Inc., the Alaska Council on the Anls, Arco Alaska Ine,, Attormey  The canoe frame iy |6 and d'hﬂff,ﬁ'ﬂ'h?g. 4
af the top, 3 feet wide at the bottom and

C.R. Baldwin, Salamarof Seafoods and Kenaitee Indian Tribe, IRA.
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Pulling the moosehide :}ﬁr the frame wis a difficult par of the ¢onsiniction,
X

Shown are Herman Li

— e -

KENAI — Members of the Kenaitze Indian Tribe
undertook a boat-building pm?n-: 1 nmlrﬂii;:hidl hf:lﬂ
minke tribul mesmbers more ' gware o We are a
why we are."’ lan:n%i o Clare Swan, coordinstor of
the Dena’ina Cultural Project,

“Ttwais i really good effort,”* Swan said, adding she
was particularly pleased that Alaska Native )'lullﬁ‘pi‘.'ﬂph:
expressed interest in i, No such cinve-building has been
undertiken on the Kenai Peninsula for more than 50

ears.
4 The work was conducted recently nt the Kenal Mall
as o traditiona) moosehide demonstration and construc-
tion workshop. The three-weekend project was a joint
effort of the Kemaitze Indiun Tribe and The CIRI Foun-
dation. The foundation, working with the tribe, orffaniz-
ed the project and assisted in securing funding

The three objectives included:

*Preserving and promoting the Dena’ing cultural
heritage.

sEncouraging understanding and appreciation of the
Deni'ina culture by the general public,

. ing goodwill and cooperation in the com-
munity of Kena, _

Plans called for the constuction of three moosehide
and alder-frame canoes, which are expected 1o become

rmﬁﬂ-ﬂﬂ“_- Mm omated 1o L

w T W

i

1 '.:I'-.tl e -r‘ Lill ":'-\.""f_:1

-

ren, left, Keith MHallstead and John Brovwn, right

Kenaitze Indians build canoes

permanent exhibits ut the Kenat Museum and the An
choruge Museum of History and Ar. The mastercraf
who the sesaions were Herman Lingren
:‘Fm Kaliforniky, hnﬁ&u"mqnlnh elders. Assistance
also was provided by Victor Antone, a Kennitze elder

Informational exhibits on traditionn]  Dena’ing
transportation were | red and displayed at the Kena
Mall in conjunction with the demonstration. These were
provided by the Kenaitze Indian Tribe.

Assisting in transporting the hdes from Fort Rychard
st fo Kenan were Laura and Mike Carpenter ol An
chorage. The skin sewing was taught by Violet Mack,
who owns Upik Furs in Kenui

A comamunity promic and canee-famching s tentatively
scheduled for My 9 on the beach below Salt Howse
Kenal at low tide, Jake Ivanoff, who also his worked
on the canoe project has volumteered o lounch the
skinboat

Swiin said she hopes similar projects can be undes
tnken soon. She said participants fell an " “enormouos
sense Of salisfaction’" as a result of the cancoe building.

The key pomnt was that people got o sense of whal
it was like for curly Dena ina people

“It makes you appreciste being resourceful " she
siuil
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