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The US, . .
.
.DepartmentDepartment.DepartI1entDepartI1ent! of thethe-

Interior's
the-

Interior's
the-

Interior'sInterior'sInteriors' Alaska PipelinePipelineOfficePipelineOffice-
announced

, OfficeOffice-

announced
Office-

announcannouncedannounc d todayto&ytoy
'

& theirintentioniheirintentiontheirintention-
to

their'intentitheirintenti', n :,

to 'approveapprove' ba designdesi 'changechange'change-
recently

'change-
recently

'change-
recently

'

recently requested by1by' AlyeskaAlyeska-

Pipeline
Alyeska-

Pipelin
Alyeska-

PipelinePipelinePipelin ' Service ' CompanyCompanyi-
nvolving

.'

involving the Trans-AlaskaTransAlaskaTransAlaska-
Pipeline

TransAlaska-
PipeJin

TransAlaska-
Pipeline

--
PipelinePipeJin crossing of.the.Gulkanaofthe.GulkanaoftheGulkanaof.the.Gulkana-
River fof ., the ., Gu1kanaGulkanaGu1kana-

River
Gulkana-

River
'-

one
o-ne',

River approximatelyapp oxbn tely one milemile-

northwest
mile-

northwest
mile-

northwestnorthwest of Sourdough , Alaska .

,
TheTh,The decisiondecisin!? to approve thethe-

proposed
the-

proposed
the-

proposedproposed changechange'waschangewas'waswas' was made afterafter-

careful
after-

careful
after-

carefulcareful considerationconsideratfonconsideration, of thethe-

reasons
the-

reasons
the-

reasonsreasons outlinedutlined in fhetllethe requestrequest-
and. and theth'eth ' environmentalenvironmental-

I

environmentalc-
onsequencesI- consequences expected totoresultresultresult-

from. .fromfrom.frol11frol11. the river crossingrossingprossing .

,
' ; . , .

"

'' '1\11Ii' ' \ ' . IiI-

iOriginallyOriginally-OriginallyOriginallyAlyeskaOriginally/Originally',/';-
' AlyeskaAly'esitaAlyesita' proposedproposed-

toto CrosscrossrCss) under thethe'river'withtheriverwith'riverriver' 'withwith' thethe-

fortyeight
the-

fortyeightforty-eightfortyeight- ' inch oil ', pipelinep peline .

BecauseBeausBecausepf(:
, -pfpf,9f9f-'

,of,. local ;: geotechnical
,

;considerationsQrisj4erations , :;'thethe
'

pipe wouldw6ulwould-
havehave-havehaveto-- toto be closely ,. paralleled'paralleled' byby-

sixinch
by-

sixinchsix-inchsixinch- lines containingcontaining-
refrigerated

containing-
refrigeratedrefrigerated brine solution .

After extensivextensive studies , it waswas-

concluded
was-

concludedconcluded .thatthat.
this method ,

while technicallytechl1callytechl1 cally feasiblefe sibl , andand-
approved

and-
approvedapprovedPipelineOfficeby the Alaska Pipeline
Office , was irhpracticalimpractical from aa-

construcHon
a-

constructionconstructionconstrucHon standpoint . '-

Furtherfu'rthfurthFu
'rtherr ,

'-

the
t-

he'
the .relativelyrelatively., relatively-

unpredictable
relatively-

unpredictableunpredictable nature Oftfbf) the riverriver-
channel

river-
channelchannel at 'thatthat' locationJpcation .posesposes., poses.poses-

questions
poses-

questionsquestions about problems thatthat-

could,.couldould developeveh p during operationoperation-
ofof the pipeline system .

AlyeskaAly ska submitteds\lbmittedslbmitted\ a designdesign-
.change

design-
change,.changechange.anpStandStaterequestIequestrequestto-toto'JoJo'

-, to Federal andanpand
StateSt te monitoring offices severalseveral-
weeks

'

weeks ago , proposing to crqsscrosscrQss-
'th

cross-
'the'thethe'thth' riverover approximately one milemile-

downstream
mile-

downstreamdownstream from the originaloriginal-

crossing
original-

crossingcrossing site .:.' ,

The design proposesproposesproposesc-
onstruction

proposesc-
onstructionconstruction of a 400-foot400foot- longlong-

tiedarch
long-

tiedarchtied-archtiedarch'-

pip
p-

ip'
- bridge to supportSUppOlt: thethe-

oil
the-

oiloil pipelinelne somesome$ome twenty feetfeet-

above
feet-

aboveabove the mean highhighwaterwater levellevel-

of
leve-

loftheof\theoftheoftheof\.thethe., river . The bridge crossingcrossing-

would
crossing-

wouldwould essentially eliminateeJimiI1ate; thethe-

need
the-

needneed for in-streaminstream- workwork duringduring-

construction
during-

constructionconstruction .

In contrastc ntrast with the specialspspecial-

buried
cialcial-

buriedburied mode originally plarfnedplanned ,

the ' recent proposal, offersoffers-
considerably

offers-
considerablyconsiderably less likelihood ofof-

detrimental
of-

detrimentaldetrimental impact on the river'sriversriver's-
acclaimed

river's-
acclaimed

'
acclaimed fisheries resource ,

since the natural river bottombottom-
will

bottom-
willwill remain untouched and in itsits-

original
its-

originaloriginal state . ,

The bridge also offers muchmuch-
greater

much-
greatergreater opportunity for visualvisual-

teak
visual-

leakconsequentlylessleakteak detection and consequentlyconsequently-
essless({ ess

.,
response andandrepairrepair time in

the event ofbff a rupturerupture .
-

Reroute
, of the pipelinepipeline-

necessit
pipeline-

necessitatednecessitate'dnecessitatednecessit te'dted' by relocation of., thetthe-

crossin'g
ee-

crossin'gcrossingcr\ossin'gcrossin'gossingcrossin'g\,
' site willwillnotnotnot-

significantly
not-

significantlysignificantly change the big gamegamgame-
animalanimal crossings north of thethe-

river
the-

riverriver . Special
'

refrigerated burialburial-
of

burial-
ofof the pipelineil'elineileline> ' will still bebe-

utilized
be-

utilizedutilized to allow free passage byby-

the
by-

thethe Nelchina caribou herd .

TheTIle potentialpq'tentialpqtential'
of thetht'! GulkanaGulkana-

River
Gulkana-

RiverrRiverRiverr ,. as a wild , scenic , oror-

recreational
or-

recreationalrecreational river was addressedaddressed-
inin the EnvironmentalEnvironrrHEnvironmentalntal ImpactImpact-
Statement

Impact-
StatementStatement for the Trans-XlaskaTransXlaskaTrans-AlaskaAlaskaTrans-.AlaskaTrans.Alaska.AlaskaTransAlaska-
Pipeline

Trans.Alaska-
Pipeline

-.

Pipeline andMd
'

waswas ' consideredconsidered-
during

considered-
duringduring review 'ofof' of the two riverriver-
crossing

river-
crossingcrossing designdes gn proposals .

Both pipeline river crossingscrossings-
would

crossings-
wouldwould intersect the GulkanaCulkana at aa-

location
a-

locationlocation .' where shorelineshorelinshoreline-
developmentdevelopmentdev l pment existed priorprior toto-

pipeline
to-

pipelinepipeline construction . , ,

, Neither the buried crossing onon-

the
on-

thethe old alignmentalignrn rit ', nor thethe-
elevated

the-
elevatedelevated crossingrossinggrossing on the newnew-

proposal
new-

proposalproposal would precludepreclu4epreclu4e-
designation

preclude-
designationdesignation of thistWs stretch of thethe-
Gulkana

thethe-

GulkanaGulkana River as a "scenicscenic" riverriver-
area

river-
areaareaareasince, ," since-since- thet\1et1e\ Wild and ScenicScenic-
Rivers

Scenic-
RiversRiversRivers Act , . Section 2 definesdefines-

"scenic
defines-

"scenic"scenicscenic" river areas " as "thosethose"those-
rivers

"those-
rivers

"
rivers or sectionssectons of rivers that '

are free of impoundments , withwith-
shorelines

with-
shorelinesshorelines or watersheds stillstill-
largely

still-
largelylargely primitive and shorelinesshoreline-
slargely

shoreline-
slargelylargely undeveloped , butbut-
accessible

but-
accessibleaccessible in places by road ."

Published guidelines , whichwhich-
define

which-
definedefine minimum criteria forfor-

classification
for-

classificationclassification and managementmanagement-
ofof rivers proposedp'ropopropo' ed for inclusioninclusion-
inin the nationalna.tional. system , permitpermit-
bridges

permit-
bridgesbridges within the "scenicscenic"scenic-
classification

"scenic-
classification

"
classification .."

After consulting with both thethe-
Bureau

the-
BureauBureau of Land ManagementManagement-
andand the Bureau of OutdoorOutdoor-
Recreation

Outdoor-
RecreationRecreation , the Alaska PipelinePipeline-
Office

Pipeline-
OfficeOffice has forwarded commentscomments-
toto the .U.SU.SUS., . . Coast Guard inin-

Juneau
in-

JuneauJuneau recommending issuanceissuance-
of

issuance-
ofof the permit required for bridgebridge-

construction
bridge-

constructionconstruction .
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. "SenseSense"Sns"SS" ns , of thethe-House--theHouse-'theHous-
eIndian

' JlouseHouse"---.

' - "

IndianIndianhIndianalthhealthh alth
WASHINGTON , D.C-AD.CAD.CDCAD.CA"-

sense
D.CA"-

sense
,
. . -

"sensesense" of the House "" resolutionresolution-
asking

resolutionresolution-
askingasking for disapprovaldispprovaldispproval ofof-
President

of-
PresidentPresident Ford'sFords' proposedproposed-
deferral

proposed-
deferraldeferral of budget authority forfor-

Indian
for-

IndianIndian ., health facilities waswas-

introduced
was-

introducedintroduced today by Rep . DonDon-
Young

Don-
YoungYoung (R-AlaskaRAlaskaR-AlaRAla- ka).

When introducing thethe-
resolution

the-
resolutionresolution '. (identicalide tical to aa-

resolution
a-

resolutionresolution introducedirttroduced in thethe-
Senate

the-
SenateSenate yesterday by AlaskaAlaska-
Sens

Alaska-
SensSens . Ted Stevens and MikeMike-

GraveD
Mike-

GravelGravelGraveD) Young told hishis-

colleagues
his-

colleaguescolleagues :

"II" am greatly concerned that ,

the President'sPresidents' impoundment ofof-

funds
of-

fundsfunds for the construction ofofaof-

native
of-

native
a

native hospital in Bethel , Alaska ,
would seriously delay theth-
econs'tiuction. cons'tructionconstructioncons'tiuctionconstiuctioncons'tconst'uctionuction'' of thisthis-
muchneeded

this-
muchneededmuch-neededmuchneeded- facility for nativenative-
Alaskans

native-
AlaskansAlaskans in this remoteremote-
community

remot-
ecommunitycommunitycommunity"." '" '

Young added that he believedbelievebelieved-
the

ll-
thethe impoundment of the BethelBethel-
Hospital

Bethel-
HospitalHospital funds "wouldwould" leaveleave-
these

leave-
theseadequatehealththese people without adequate
health facilities . . ..." and askedasked-
his

asked-
hishis colleagues ', to support hishis-

pbjections
his-

QbjectionsObjectionspbjectionsQbjections of President Ford'sFordsFord's-
proposed

Ford's-
proposed

'
proposed deferral 'ofof', budgetbudget-
authority

budget-
authorityauthority .

In his statement before thethe-
House

the-
HouseHouse , Young reminded hishi-
scolleai

his-

colleaguescolleaguescolleai; es that the HouseHouse-
Subcommittee

House-
SubcommitteeSubcommittee on Indian AffairsAffairs-
and

Affairs-
andand the full Committee onon-

Interior
on-

InteriorInterior and Insular AffairsAffairs-
would

Affairs-
wouldwould hold hearingshearin on the

proposed deferrals on Feb . 20th20th-

and
20th-

andand 27th , respectively . -.

. . . . . . . . . . . .


