THE SLAVIK—Slavik, the traditional Russian-
Orthodox native holiday celebration will be
described during KUAC s Prelude to Christmas -
‘The Slavik discussion will
Talking. about Slavik

on. Christmas Eve.
be "aired at 8:30 p.m.

Tundra Tlmes, chnesday, Deccmbcr 23,1970

are: Left to right, Mrs. Katie Pete, Napaskiak;
and. three' University of Alaska students from
the Bethel area: George Charles, Natasha An- ;
drew and Noah Jack.

—Photo by DeJULI (0]

Slavik, a Natlve Hohday ()bservance

Brightly - lit stars. a proces-
sion, - songs. sung in: Russian,
visiting and eating with friends—
these are all ‘a part of the
Native ' - holiday - celebration
known as Slavik.

On Christmas_ eve at - 8:30,
KUAC will' present an infor-~

mal  conversation with natives
about Slavik.

Natasha Andrew, l\oah Jack,
and George Charles-University
of Alaska .students from the
Bethel area—as well as Mrs. Katie
Pete from Napaskiak will discuss
this much loved holiday celebra-
tion.

Slavik was introduced ' some-
time during the 1800’s by the
Russian Orthodox churches in
Alaska. Today, villagers near
Russian Orthodox settlements
take part in this three-day early
January custom.

At first, Slavik was mostly

a religious celebration.  Today,:
however, there are many social
as well as rehglous meanings
attached.

Basncally, Slavik  involves a

procession of - villagers led by:

a-hand-carried brightly: lit star.
The  procession , winds  from
house to house singing Russian
Othodox songs.

At each house; the procession
of " villagers - stops for  visiting
and eating.

From village to village, cus-
toms within' Slavik' may vary
slightly. . Perhaps . one  village
will have a special children’s
Slavik, while another may hawe
a Slavik for the dead.

Regardless of possible dif-
ferences. in customs, for many
villagers, Slavik is the . highlight
of the year.

-As one native . girl says, ‘I
never knew there was an Amer-
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For information, contact the nearést VA office (check
your phone book) or write: Veterans. Administration,
232H, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20420

ican Christmas until I went away
to school; 1 only knew about
.Slavik.  And; Christmas still

cant compare to Slavik for

r---‘---------------------

A fine reading.
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UA Language Workshop
Pr%erves Yupik Dialect

./ 'One of :the *efforts afoot in
Alaska to preserve the old lan-
guages and culture is a magazine

" published six times: per year

by .the Eskimo Language Work-
shop of the University of Alaska.
! Naaqsugenarqelmt is, accord-
ing. to’ its authors “a periodical

- devoted to the preservation and
" perpetuation of the Yuk, Yup'ik,

of Yupiaq language as spoken'.
by the Eskimos ‘along the Yu-
kon,. Kuskokwim;, Togiak, and

; Nushagak Rivers ‘and thexr sur-

rounding areas in Alaska.”
What™ makes ' this particular
magazine unusual’is -that most

-.of it is written:in. Yuk Eskimo

by members of the Eskimo Lan-
guage Workshop ‘in the UA lin-
guistics department.

So. far, the . students have

‘produced many traditional stor-

ies, legends and poems. from

Martha Tee-

UNION OIL DISTRIBUTOR

for Tanana and Yukon River Villages
also in the Nenana; Clear; Healy areas
P.0. BOX 268, NENANA, ALASKA

luk; one of the wnters for. the
magazine, has reproduced stories
she collected while doing re-
search ‘in the Lower Yukon for
Dr. Michael Krauss.

Other.  writers . contribute
poems, stories' of what life used
to be like for the Eskimo people
and . even political - statements
and articles.,

According to'its contributors,.
Naaqsugenargelriit will be pub-.
lished six times 'in 1970, with
subscriptions available - for the
year for $3.00 through' the Es-
kimo Language Workshop:

The: other. way -this unusual
publication is ‘available is ‘on
tapes. Al Eskimo portions of
the ‘magazine are availablé on
tape,.recorded by their authors.
The tape of one .issue ‘is about
45 minutes long and will be sold -
for $6. 50
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SAVOY BAR

423 2nd

OWNER: CURLY LEVI
MANAGER: TOMMY FULLER

Delightfully Unique !

MEN OF THE TUNDRA

During the days of the Alaska Territorial Guard

- 50 BOOKS

NOW AVAILABLE
$6.95
TUNDRA TIMES

! CHENA BUILDING, 510 Second Avenue, Fairbanks, Alaska

$6.

: or
Send for the Book at Tundra Times, Box 1287, Fairbanks, Alaska

A Great Book by MUKTUK MARSTON About the
' ALASKA TERRITORIAL GUARD

The MEN OF THE TUNDRA is a -book that gave credit where it's due.
Muktuk Marston praised the abllvty of Alaska’s native men under war time condi-
tions, He commanded the Alaska Territorial Guard ‘with understanding, defended
them from discrimination. Major Marston formed a fine nucleus for the present
' crack' nativebattalionsof the Alaska National Guard. Muktuk tells the epic tale with
humor and, above. all, with ever present understanding of the men he worked with.

TUNDRA TIMES WILL PAY POSTAGE FOR BOOKS SENT OUT OF FAIRBANKS
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