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Col. A. Goebel, Dr. AM. Goulder, Marcellus Murdock join Archie Ferguson, Donald McDonald (3-r) and
well-known aviator Jack Jefford at the Ferguson cafe. McDonald, an Alaska Airlines pilot died in a crash.

During the summer, when
the snow melts, the Arctic soil
turns into a sponge. As the tem-
perature rises, pools of water un-
freeze and grow in size. Billions
of insects appear from their win-
ter hibernation filling the ponds
with their larvae. As the larvae
mature, they cover the short
grasses of the tundra until the
plants are black with insects. In
turm, this fecundity of insects
brings millions of birds from
around the world who feed on
this bountiful harvest.

Tundra, the generic term for
plant growth in the Arctic, rarely
reaches chest-high. These are
paiches of plants in some parts of
the Arctic which can get to mid-
shin but for the most part are
ankle high and the greenery grows
in what would be called a swamp
anywhere else in the Untied
States.

With regard to the animals,
wolves do live in the Arctic and
will sometimes travel in packs.
But these groupings average six
to eight animals, not several hun-
dred. Caribou are a major food
source for the wolves when they
migrate through the wolves’ hunt-
ing ranges, but, for the bulk of the
year, wolvessurvive on lemming,
ptarmigan, Arctic hare and what-
ever else they can catch. Wolves
eat what theykill; they don’t leave
scores of carcasses littering the
landscape.

Polar bears do prowl through
the most northern fringes of
Alaska, but rarely do they get as
far south as the Arctic Circle.
Polar bear and wolf attacks are
extremely rare.

Another myth of the
northiand is that Eskimos live in
ice-and-snow igloos. Alaska's
Eskimo donot and probably never
have lived in these structures us-
ing them for iemporary shelter.
Throughout antiquity, they have
built their homes of whale bone,

the Arctic is part of Alaska, it is
by no means g]] of the state. Tech-

nically, the Arctic is that area
which lies north of the Arctic
Circle, that latitude on which the
sun does not set on the summer
solstice (June 21) and does not
rise on the winter solstice (Dec.
21). Geographically, it is 66 de-
grees, 33 minutes North and var-
ies slightly from year to year.

In tems of miles, consider
that the distance from Los Ange-
les to Seattle is roughly 1,000
miles, about he same as from
Boston to Atlanta or Houston to
Denver. From Seattle 1o Anchor-
age, the most populous city in
Alaska, the distance is another
1,500 miles. From Anchorage 1o
Kotzebue, 35 miles north of the
Arctic Circle, there are another
550 miles, Though there are sec-
tions of the Arctic Circle which
are closer 1o Anchorage, the area
most people associate with the
far, far North is still substantially
distant from the heavily-popu-
lated areas of the state. Finally,
the geographic North Pole, which
many people seem to believe is
“just on the other side of the Arc-
tic Circle," is actually 1500 miles
north of Kotzebue.

Why the Fergusons headed
North is amatter of some dispute.
A few sources state they were
trying to avoid the impending
World War | draft. By moving
North, their children would be
out of harm's way. This version
may bave sprung more from
Archie’s tall tales than any truth.
Legendary Bush pilot john Cross
of Kotzebue noted while it may
have been true that the Fergusons
came north 10 avid the draft, nei-

ther of the Ferguson boys would |

have been taken as they were
both “small for their age, just
over the line” and may very well
have flunked the draft physical.
bad been in the Territory of
cligible forseevice, . -
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remembers Archie had indeed
been ordered to report for induc-
ton. As he recalls, Archie and
Warren were sent a telegram or-
dering them to report to Nome.
The two brothers were 300 miles
west of Nome at the time and
started walking. “By the time we
got to Nome,” Archie told
Goodwin, “the War was over.
‘Course we didn’t walk very
fast."”

unexpired term.

The application period is from November 11, 1992 through November 24, 1992,
Applications must be received by 5 p.m., November 24, 1992. You can get an
application by picking one up in the Superintendent’s Office, 4600 DeBarr Road, or
by calling 333-9561 to have one mailed to you. Attachmentsto the gpplication should
include: resume, statement of reasons why thie applicant wishes to be a member of
the Board, other information deemed pertinent by applicant (including recommen-
dations of registered votersand/or community organizations, etc.). The School Board
may choose to request additional information from each applicant.

juson brothers marry

While his parents scrounged
a living in Nome, Archie, in his

twenties, worked at a sawmill and
operated the water nozzle at a
gold operation.

Looking further east, F.R.
saw an opportunity which he
could not pass up. Tom Berryman,
who ran a string of trading posts
across the Arctic was looking for

- aresponsible manager for his post

in Shungnak, a community of no
more than 100 on the Kobuk
River. F.R. took the job and be-
came Berryman's employee at
the Shungnak branch of the
Kotzebue Fur Trading Company.
After F.R. acquired another
nest egg, he bought out Johnny
Cleveland's store at Kobuk. The
Ferguson's oldest son, Warren,
ran the second family store at
Koutchak Creek, halfway be-
tween Shungnak and Kobuk.
The next Ferguson store,
which Archie ran, was in Selawik.
‘Translated from Inupiat, Selawik,
meaning “place where the female
shee fish spawns,” was an ideal
spot for a store. It was a hub

ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Announcement of Vacancy
on the Anchorage School Board

Due to the resignation of Cabot Christianson, a vacancy exists on the seven
member Anchorage School Board (Seat G). The vacancy is effective immediately.

The unexpired term of office for Seat G is from November 10, 1992 until election
results are certified in April 1994. The School Board will appoint a replacement for
a period of November 30, 1992 until election results are certified in
appointed position will then be filled by regular public election for the balance of the

Applications should be sent to:

269-2113.
s ANCHORAGE SCHOOL BOARD, Walter Featherly, President

Office of the Superintendent
Anchorage School District

4600 DeBarr Road
P. 0. Box 196614

Anchorage, AK 99519-6614
A Special Meeting of the School Board will be held at 6 p.m., November 30, 1992.
Applicants will have the opportunity t address the Board and make an oral
presentation for three minutes. At this meeting the vacancy will be filled.
If you have any questions, please call Kaye Dingman, School Board Secretary, at

GRAND OPENING GRAND OPENING GRAND OPENING

THE TEACHING STORE
ALASKAN BOOKS FOR CHRISTMAS.
CALL FORHELP AND SELECTIONS: 1-800-478-7324
P.O. BOX 221955, ANCHORAGE, AK 995221955
FAX 277-7326

community attracting patrons
from far up the Selawik River.
Three rivers fed into nearby
Selawik Lake, making it an ex-
cellent place to fish, as the
community’'s name clearly im-
plied. Selawik was also known as
the “Venice of the Arctic” be-
cause of the streams that flow
through the community.

By this time, the family has
separated. Warren was in
Kotzebue running the new
Ferguson store where while
Archie remained at the Ferguson
store in Selawik. Both brothers
had married Eskimo women in
the Friends Church in Selawik. In
Jan. of 1919, Archie married
Hadley (Vayluk) Wood, a grand-
daughter of the Chief of the Kobuk
Eskimos. (Warren later married
Minnie Gallahorn in 1931.)

(Excerpted from the book
“Archie Ferguson, The King of
Kotzebue,” by Steven C, Levi 1992
by Steven C. Leviand E. I A. Publish-
ing Co., Anchorage. Materials from
this book cannot be used withowt

express wrilten consent from the au-
thor and publisher.)
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