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Get To Work Now—
Aftorney: Prepare
For Land Hearings

JACKSON & FENTON
Attorneys at Law
527 4th Avenue
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

November 3, 1967

Letter to the Editor

The Tundra Times

510 Second, Room 220
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Dear Sir:

Senator Gruening said in Anchorage that Senafor Henry
Jackson, Chairmen of the Senate Interior Committee has
agreed 1o hold hearings of the full Interior Committee in Alaska
on the Native Laond Cleim Bills after Congress adjoums.
These hearings will be scheduled for Anchorage but can be
held in other cities, if there is enough demand.

These hearings are very important. Every village should
attend the heorings and present the reasons why it should
have the land it claims. Many villoges will not be able 1o
attend the hearings end they will not be able to present their
case. But it is important that as many as possible do so.
Many villoges will find it easier to attend hearings if they are
held in Fairbonks, Bethel, Kotzebue, Barrow, Southeast
Alaska and elsewhere. Eoch village that wants a hearing
near the  mdst convenient place to it should wrife Senator
Henry Jackson, Chairman, Senate |nterior Committee, Senate
Office Building, Washington, D. C., to tell him where they
would like hearings held for their convenience.

Every village that con present its case should begin work-
ing on it now. Spokesmen for the village should be selected
and they should begin writing out what they will say, or ot
least cutlining it. It will behelpful if copiesof the statement
co be handed to the Senafors at the time of the hearing.

A map should be prepared showing the limitsof the village
claim and showing trails, abandoned village sites, grave-
yards, traplines, camps, fish comps ond other evidence of
vse and occupancy. A good map can be prepared in this way
using USGS quadrangles and morker pens. The village spokes-
man should also be prepared 1o put the map up on the black-

board so the whole committee con see it af one time and then *

describe the use that the villoge has made of the land.

Photographs, especially old photographs, con also be very
helpful to illustrate the testimony of the village spokesman.

It is very import ant that as many villages as possible begin
this work now. These hearings will be an cutstanding opport-
. unity to present the case for the Natives of Alaska before
~ some of the mo st important men in the United States. Men who
have the power to decide whether the Natives will get justice
end what they are to receive. It will be o greot mistake if we
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twice at Fairbonks, 1953, M
when | was working for @ Yoo

construction compony. They child n. o

wouldn’t let me join the W

the union. That's when | first thing for us. .

went to work for the U.S.
worked with a student lawyer,
to work on the Chena Bwild- d
Down at Galena was worse,
1955 and 1956, | was only the
one working os a caorpenter,




