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Expanded Counseling Services for Native Students at AMU

An expanded  program of
counseling services is under way
on the Anchorage campus of the
University of Alaska, aimed at
helping more  Alaska Native
students to make the transition
from village life to college.

“Until recently, the dropout
rate for native students in col-
leges was astronomical — some-

thing like 90 per cent,” observed
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Charlene Taniguchi, recently ap-
pointed director for a program
known as “Special Services.”

Charlene is a  native-born
Eskimo from White Mountain,
a small village on the Seward
Peninsula  near Nome. She
attended a one-teacher school in
her village, and Covenant High
School near Unalakleet.

She worked for several years
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as a secretary in Fairbanks,
Seattle and California before re-
turning to Alaska to obtain a
degree in psychology and office
administration at the University
of Alaska, Fairbanks.

As a native-born  Eskimo,
with a background in psychol-
ogy. -she is well prepared to
assist native students in coping
their new experiences on the
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campus and in the community,

Some of their problems are
the kinds of things which affect
all students — where to find a
place to live, where to find a
part-time job, and how to get
to and from the campus.

During the  past year, an
Alaska Native Students Organi-
zation was organized and pro-
vides the organizational struct-
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ure to work for programs to
assist the 250 native students
now enrolled at  Anchorage
Community College  and  the
Senior College.

“We are proud of our heritage
and we want to see more courses
that are relevant to the Alaska
Native student™, Charlene said.

The university, she feels, has
been slow to recognize the needs
of native students  but now
“scems to be headed in the
right direction.”

Among the  courses being
planned for the future, she said,
are such classes as Alaska Native
Dancing. Alaska Native Hentage
and more classes o Alaska Na-
tive crafts

Ihe Special Services oftice,
located in- the log cabin built
last year as a project by the
students at Anchorage Commun-
ity College, encourages students
to have confidence i themselves
and to develop thew own special
talents

“More and more we are beng
asked  toassume positions of
leadership, and we are counting
on Anchorage Community Col-
lege and the  Umversity of
Aluska, Anchorage to help pre-
pare us for the future ™

Assisting Mrs. Tamigucht m
the  Special  Services office s
Rac Ann thckhng, a graduate
student i counseling, and Rich-
ard Gelardin, a member of the
ACC counseling statf

16 Men Pass
Police Training

Sixteen men were presented
certificates by Deputy Commus-
sioner J. P. Wellington on their
completion of the five week
Village Police Traming course
December I, at the Department
of Public Safety Academy m
Sitka.

Joseph Henri, Department of
Administration  Commuissioner,
was the guest speaker at the
graduation ot the  trainees.
Henri congratulated the men on
their satisfactory completion of
the course, and went on to say
that application of justice
many cases would be mare than
just law enforcement.

“Those of you who hve i
isolated villages will probably be
involved in as much social ser-
vice work as law entorcement,”
Henri said.

“This will include such a wide
range of iterns as youth counsel-
ing, counseling the village coun-
cils in respect to justice, hand-
ling difficulties nvolving liquor,
first aid work, rescues, and the
many problems which anise of a
similar nature.”

The Commissioner of Admin-
istration pointed out that the
state was happy to partake. in
programs where the people of
the villages learn to administer
their own problems.

Subjects studied by the train-
ees included:  Police terminol-
ogy, police patroling, criminal
law, searching and handcuffing
of prisoners, identification of
drugs, safety, swimming, hand-
ling of misdemeanor and felony
complaints, fingerprinting, court-
room testimony, interviews, and
first aid.

Graduates were: Joseph Al-
can, Sheldon Point: David Bill,
Sr., Tooksook Bay: Nichola
Japhet, Tuluksak: = Mike Joe,
Nightmute: Burt Jones, Selawik:
Fred Katchatag, Jr., Unalakleet:
William Manumik, Emmonak;
Steve Niksik, Gambell; Leonard
Olanna, Brevig Mission; Paul
Paul, Kipnuk; Thomas Sigley,
Upper Kalstag: Ephram Thomp-
son. Mountain Village:  Peter
Tunuchuk, Chefornak: and Say-
ers Tuxroyluke, Point Hope.

The program is funded under
the auspices of the Law En-
forcement Assistance Act.



