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‘HighIncidence
- Of Hearmg Defects

-COLLEGE—Tests performed
on Native students from the

" Fairbanks ' Boarding Home' Pro-

ject have revealed ‘a high inci-
dence .of hearing  defects—close
to ©31% of ' those -tested had
impairments which. wére consid-
ered educationally handicapping.

Hearing tests were conducted;
on the campus of the University
of Alaska for the students, as"
part’ of their complete physical

examinations, by Dr. John Coch- '

ran’‘and Phyllxs Phillips, both
of the University's Speech and
Hearing Program.

- Over 100 students were test-
ed, 38 from Monroe High School
and 84 from Lathrop High; those:

- with hearing impairments were

referred for medical attention.
However, dccording to Pro-
fessor Phillips, “If we add those
with ‘borderline” hearing (thresh-
holds along the lower limjts ol
the normal ‘hearing. range) who
require 'a re-test in - six
months, the incidence of hear-
ing impairment is closer to 40
or: 45%. These are staggering
figures when one considers the
educalronal lmplications for these

‘students.”

According to Mrs Betty Mag:
nuson, -head'. of the Boarding
Home effort, . the figures: are
are not -really surprising .con-
sidering . the high number of
“scarred ears’ . encountered .in
the rural villages of Alaska.

- “We are’ just beginning ‘to
be able to provide -social ‘ ser-
she added,
“but-thé schools have just not
been equipped in the past: to
provide. -adequate hearing and
visual screening.  This is why

~we_called upon the professional

~services of Dr. Cochran and Pro-

- blessing.
““the - time or the staff to .ad-

'

fessor Phillips.”

Mrs. Nancy Norum, school
nurse at Lathrop High School,
put it yet another way.. *‘Having
Prof. Phillip and Dr. Cochtan
coriduct these tests is a real
We just don’t have

minister this type. of intensive.

testing.” Lo
School regulations ' require
that - all- new.: students receive

visual and hearing tests at the
Ist, 3rd, Sth, 7th, 9th,and 11th
grades. - Even with a'nurse at
each school, Mrs. Norum ex-
pressed deep concern over the
the problem of testing:

The nurses. have' neither lhe
facilities, -equipment, . nor. ‘the
specialized training to: under-
take the task properly. Adding
all of  this to the everyday rou-
tines of cuts, bruises, stomach-
aches, and -aspirins the problem

-seems. to be almost msurmoum-

able.

To give added: perspective -to
the problem Mrs.'Magnuson. cited
a ‘paper ‘presented to the 19th
Alaska Science Conference in
1969. :

. The author of the paper,.J.

Kenneth Fleshman, M.D., Chief -
of ‘the Pediatric Service at the.

Public Health - Service’s Alaska
Native Medical Center in An-
chorage, stated that, ““The mos:
significant * physical - handicap
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facmg the Native child is hearing

loss.”

He places the blame on acute
otitis “media, an infection  of
the middle ear.  Although the
infection i$ a relatively common
occurrerce in :children, .in the
Native child the attacks are much

more frequent. and often are

not ‘treated.  Lack of proper
treatment in this case leads rap-
idly ' to perforation of the ear-
drum.

Dr. Fleshman‘ continues,
has now: been definitely docu-
mented that children so affected

will show. a 'significant: delay

in. all language skills...The child
will ‘appear ‘to’ hear normal con-
versation in that he demonstrates
awareness of speech: "In a less
favorable auditory environment
such “as -a classroom, he will
not. understand much ' of what
is being said.™

From the data collected thus
far in ‘the state Dr.
concludes. that 2500 school-aged
children have ~a damaged ear
and 625 of these are affected
critically ‘enough- to create prob-
lems in . their educational de-
velopment.
- Headds, “We have no know-
ledge: of the degree -of: language
delay suffered by even -those
whose ears appear well healed.”.

‘It

Fleshman -

Tundra Tlmes, Wednesday, February 17 1971

Page 7

Large Grants Strains AFN Overhead

The . Alaska Federduon of
Natives has ‘been ' losing money

on several of its extensive grant

programs. ¢
" ‘Programs ‘for. On-the-Job
Training, “Economic : Develop- .

ment,-and Healthright, involving
millions of dollars, do not in-'
clude provisions for paying the

general overhead required to ad- .
“minister these programs;

“Several of these grams have
been getting a free ride,” ex-
plained Nels Anderson, ¢hairman

of the AFN finance committee. .

The AFN  finance, committee
recommended  to ‘the j3oard. of
Directors last month that it re-
negotiate. and reexamine- grants
such - as OJT “and. Healthright
to resolve problems of overhead.

Without administrative costs
included, the ' Board: decided,

AFN would not accept any, grant. '
“Until ‘this 'year, individual di- -
‘-rectors. have -been 'negotiating
grants. with ' such - agencies .as
OEO, EDA. As.of last Decem: -

ber, all such negotiatiohs, must

be reconsidered and approved

by the finance committee, com-
posed of nine board members.

*The major money decisions

are ‘now being made by the
finance committee,” ~Anderson
explained.  “We're trying to
get-more back from our money
and put together ‘a. more ef-
ficient -operation with niore con-
trol as AFN ‘begins to expand.”

Meanwhile, the AFN 'is in
danger  of losing  a- lucrative
$5,000 per month contract with

JOHN B. COGHILL |

.umon OIL DISTRIBUTOR
for Tanana and Yukon River Villages
also in the Nenana, Clear, Healy areas

P.0..BOX 268, NENANA; ALASKA -

SAVOY BAR

423 2nd

OWNER: CURLY LEVI .
MANAGER: TOMMY FULLER .

- Delightfully Unique !

e Ecoriomical

e an Alaskan
Industry

DID YOU KNOW
You can burn coal for

half the cost of any other fuel?

USIBELLI
COAL MINE, INC.

Office i
270 Illinois St.

Alaska

TAPS to update i survey of g
visit villages fora labor survey |

" Alaskan ‘labor along a pipeline
route.

paying the general operating ex-

penses of. the AFN office, and

will not be renewed unless TAPS

1is’ Satisfied with the number of
names being added to' their year

old survey of available manpow-

(2 e
In January, the AFN employ-
ed finance committee member

The f‘APS contract has been

Al Ketz]er as a consultant to

on the pipeline route:

Ketzler made  trips ‘up and
down' the extent.of the Alaskan..
highway, contacting villagers and
village organizations to poll avail-

able labor.

As of yet, there is no word
on whether the contract - with
TAPS will be renewed. The
AEN has asked for a 2 year
extension on the contract.

Alaskul_ Business Directory

PERKINS MUSIC

Guitar, Violin, Banjo
. Sales & Repairs’
re—halred

Special Orders Invited.
Mail Orders Processed in 24
hours. i

P.0.Box 339 3535 Shanley St.
College, Ak. 99701 479-6351

'House of Fabrics
Fabrics for all your
sewing needs

406 Barnette, Fairbanks, Alaska

: Sachs :
MEN'S SHOP

108 Cushman...456-4017

High Style. ..
at Low Cost . ..

Compleely corrclated furnuhings
or all your office needs

Fairbanks
Office Supply

P.O. Box 2552 Fawbanks. Aliska 99701 -

 SUPPLIES

We have the largest inventory and variety
ot officé supplies in Alaska

PROMPT MAIL ORDER SERVICE
TO INTERIOR ALASKA

Write for Free Catalog

All Cash and COD Mail
Orders Sent
_Freight or Postage FREE!

All mail o

an account

rders will be sent COD unless
has been cstablished

00T LABELS T

fll 100 Deiuze. Goid stn

Drug & Photo

‘*ALASKA'S LARGEST"”
Prompt Mail Order
SERVICE & PHOTOFINISHING

*Prescriptions

*Cosmetics
*Sundry.ltems

P.0.Box 1390 Fairbanks

A
AURORA DEAN'’S
BARBER SHOP BEAUTY
Alberta Grant - Manager LOUNGE
Jim Holden - Assistant & “,R;a;“ 107
=0 ialcon
524 2nd Ave. 456-7071 452_20670 \‘S :

CARR'’S
404 Cusnman

MAIL ORDERS WELCOMED

: Achma'n;
ELECTRIC

1700 witiow Street
Fairbanks, Alaska
4 Q

A-1 YECORD SHOP .
Foodland Shopping Mall

MAIL ORDERS OUR SPECIA' 1Y

P.0. 3ox 1313
Telephone 452—3335

DONALSON
COMPANY
PO Box 845
Anchorage,
Alaska
Phone 2793025

Alaska National Bank
of Fairbanks
Complete Banking Service

Branches at University

Nenano - Airport Road

Eielson - Delta —= Tok
Main Office~Northward ‘Bldg.

Jean’s

Fabric Shop

1st & Cushman
Fairbarks, Alaska

Fmrbunks Lumber Supply
‘“Where One Call
Supplies It All””

Box 629 -~ 272 Illinois St.

Garden Isle, Fairbanks

452-2183

Yukon Office
Supply, Inc.

Sales - Service - Rentals
511 Gaffney Rd., Fairbanks
Phone - 452-1148




