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Final Opportunity

(Editor’s Note: In a form of a foreword on a separate sheet
of paper for the NATIVE ALASKA: DEADLINE FOR JUSTICE
compiled and published by Hackett and Associates of New York, a
public relations firm engaged by the Association on American
Indian Affairs, Inc., William Byler, executive director of the AAIA,
wrote the following commentary on the natives of Alaska and their
efforts to resolve the land issue. The timeliness of Byler’s writing is
without question as well as that of NATIVE ALASKA: DEADLINE

FOR JUSTICE that is being distributed nationally.)
L B b & B & & &
By WILLIAM BYLER

In Alaska today, our Government has its final oppor-
tunity to deal justly and generously with aboriginal Amer-
icans, by honoring commitments the United States made
over 100 years ago to the Alaskan Native people. The
Natives of Alaska are threatened with the loss of their
ancestral lands, which their forefathers conquered count-
less centuries ago, which they understand to be legally
theirs under the time-honored doctrine of original Indian
title, and upon which most of the Native people continue
to depend for life-giving sustenance.

The urgency of the Alaskan Native land issue is
underlined by the current oil boom on Alaska’s North
Slope. Recent press accounts of the oil boom have focused
almost entirely on economic and financial implications.
To the N-tives, the rush for mineral riches threatens their
lands with expropriation and their way of life with ex-
tinction. The issue is whether the Native peoples will now
be disinherited and pauperizcd, with the State’s vast
mineral wealth going only to newcomers and oil compan-
ies, or whether the United States Government will grasp
a fleeting yet historic opportunity for justice.

Legislation is currently pending before the House
and Senate Committees on Interior and Insular Affairs to
provide a comprehensive and just settlement of the Na-
tives legal rights to their land under terms recommended
by the Alaska Federation of Natives. The AFN is a state-
wide organization whose democratically seslected ofticers
speak for all the Native peoples. These bills, HR 14212
in the House, and S 3041 in the Senate, incorporate the
AFN position.

In exchange for the final extinguishment of their
Indian title to 90 per cent of Alaskan land, the Natives
are seeking a settlement which is not only just, but which
assures them a viable future and a meaningful role in the
development of their state.

They are asking Congress to honor its promises, dat-
ing from 1884, by granting legal title to only 40 million
acres out of the 375 million Alaskan acres they possessed
before the white man came.

They are asking for compensation, in the amount of
$500,000,000 for their surrender of legal claims to the

rest of Alaska. This amounts to about $1.50 per acre for
over 300 million acres of vastly rich land. -

They are asking for a royalty of 2% on all revenues
from lands to which they surrender their rights, as a
reasonable means of assuring Native participation in
Alaskan economic development.

The Natives of Alaska urgently need the active sup-
port of all Americans in their quest for justice and oppor-
tunity.

11215 Monogram Avenue
Granada Hills, Calif. 91344

Dear Fellow Alaskans:

Alaska is loosing the greatest
natural resource she has due to
the lack of necessary graduate
schools. We must have these
schools to keep our talented
Alaskans where they belong.

Hundreds yearly are leaving
to get the education necessary
for their chosen professions.
Many will find opportunity else-
where and never return. Thus
our state is loosing many poten-
tially great business men pro-
fessional men and statesmen at a
time when she needs them most.

We are graduate students. We
thrill with the growth Alaska is
experiencing at this time, but
find ourselves on the outside
looking in because we are forced
to live elsewhere. We didn't want
to leave and wish we could come
home.

We are asking, no pleading
for the help of all our fellow
Alaskans. Please write your Con-
gressmen, statesmen, educators,
any anyone else that can help us
get a Law 5chool and other
graduate schools needed to keep
future manpower and brainpow-
er from leaving our great state.

Sincerely,
U of A Graduates

Alaska Native Industries
Co-operative Association
1306 Second Avenue
Seattle, Washington 98101
November 6, 1969

Dear Mr. Rock:

The Tundra Times has become
enjoyable reading for both my-
self and the ANICA Staff since |
became the Manager of ANICA
last February. Combined with
the field reports of ANICA's
three field men, it provides us a
well-rounded picture of what

progress is taking place on the

Native scene in Alaska.

Normally, | am not much
given to replying to newspaper
articles, but the Tundra Times
dated Qctober 10, 1969, carried
an article on emergency reserve
gasoline which | feel moved to
comment on in more detail. The
article involves 300 barrels of
gasoline sent to Tokseok Bay in
the Kuskokwim River Delta and
credits Senator Gravel with re-
questing Alaska Native Industries
Cooperative Association buy this
emergency supply of fuel to pre-
vent serious fuel shortages in a
five-village area of the Kusko-
kwim River Delta this winter.

While this office has the high-
est regard for Senator Gravel and
his interest in the Native prob-
lems, and while ANICA has en-
joyed extremely fine cooperation
with Senator Gravel, it was not
his office which asked or moti-
vated my decision to spend mon-
ey belonging to the entire mem-
bership of the Alaska WNative
Industries Cooperative Associa-
tion for this 300 drums of emer-
gency fuel for five villages, only
two of which purchased from
ANICA. It was Mr. Richard P.
Birchell, BIA Bethel Agency Su-
perintendent.

ANICA is not in any way
funded by the BIA or by any
government organization, except
in the Store Advisor program
and that assistance ends next
year. The yearly purchasing done
for each store is not based on a
villages’ need. Instead, like an
individual buying household gro-
ceries, purchasing is based on
each village stores’ ability to
buy. Accordingly, those stores
who have operated their com-
munity-owned stores correctly
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over the years have been able to
purchase the gas necessary to
feed the mushrooming fleet of
snow machines, gas generators
and the ever-present outboards.
This is the case with such stores
as Hooper Bay, Mekoryuk,
Kwethluk and many others in
the Delta and up the coast clear
to Barrow. .

The problemm of ANICA not
being able to purchase gas for a
village comes where a village-
owned store has been improperly
run over the years, such as giving
credit, too much extra labor, or
other poor business practices
which reduce the net assets of
the store. Another of the prob-
lems faced by some villages is too
many little *“‘under the bed"”

stores. This prevents the com-

munity store from having suffi-
cient sales to grow with the vil-
lege. Almost without exception,
it is these villages who find them-
selves faced with emergency pet-
roleum shortages during the win-
ter. '

Last April, the ANICA Execu-
tive Board met in Anchorage to
review ANICA business. At this
meeting, there was a proposal
submitted to the Board that the
ANICA Cooperative take steps
to do whatever it could within
the boundaries of our financial
limitations to prevent emergency
fuel shortages in the ANICA-
member villages. The Board is all
Native and all live in the villages.
A “Petroleum Reserve’ plan was
approved at that meeting for
implementation in the various
ANICA-member villages, subject
to determination of available
ANICA monies by the ANICA
Manager. News of this plan was
then relayed to all village ANICA
Directors and to BIA Superin-
tendents so that they might make
plans to prevent fuel shortages
this coming winter. A number of
villages responded through their
ANICA Directors and fuel re-
serves were sent by the second
sailing of the North Star and by
barge out of Nome. Other re-
serves should. be delivered this
spring on the North Star if
ANICA is financially able to
handle the burden and if those
shipments sent out this fall are
paid for as planned as the villages
use the gas and oil.

Just prior to the last sailing of
Alaska Steamship to the Kusko-
kwim Area, Mr. Birchell con-
tacted me by telephone from
Bethel and asked if the *‘Petro-
leum Reserve’’ plan was in opera-
tion. | replied that it depended
on what village, how close to
other commercial fuel sources,
and so on. Mr. Birchell’'s BIA
Staff had conducted a village
by village survey to determine
“hefore the emergency arose”
just what the fuel situation in
the Kuskokwim villages was. His
staff had found that there would
very likely be sufficient oil to
meet the winter heating needs,
but that in the five-village area
mentioned there would likely be
gas shortage this winter, a short-
age of about 300 drums.

Would ANICA be able to help
prevent an emergency? Could
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the 300 drums of gas be pur-
chased in Bethel and barged to
Toksook Bay? As Manager of
ANICA, | knew "that the Native
Store at Toksook Bay had only
been able to purchase 21 drums
of gas on the spring voyage of
the North Star because of the
poor credit position of the store.
Not much gas for a village of
400 plus. | also knew that over
200 drums of gas was delivered
to Tununak which would prob-
ably hold that village through
the winter—but not if Toksook
Bay, Nightmute, and other vil-
lages came over by snowmachine
and bought their fuel. In con-
sideration of this emergency de-
veloping, | agreed to work with
Mr. Birchell to secure the nec-
essary 300 drums of gas.

A check of the Bethel Area
by the BIA Staff showed that
there were not 300 empty gas
drums available in the entire
area, so local purchasing was out.
Within hours, Mr. Birchell called

~ back and advised ANICA of this

problem getting fuel from Bethel
to Toksook due to commitment
of the barges to river trips and

- rough weather on the ocean side

of Nelson lIsland.

The only resource open to us
then was Alaska Steamship Co.
who had just finished loading
for its last trip North. A call to
Standard Qil raised the question
of the 300 drums being available
in the Seattle area (due in most
part to North Slope drum usage)
and whether the Alaska Steam-
ship would take the shipment so
;ate. An hour later, Standard Oil
called back after talking to Alas-
ka Steamship Company that they
would take the cargo if Standard
Qil would find the drums. A
verbal order for 300 drums was
given over the phone to save
time. The gas did make the ship
and was on its way to Bethel.
Further telephone conversations
with the BI1A Bethel Office firm-
ed up arrangements to get the
cargo moved from Bethel to
Toksook Bay by barge. |f barge
shipment had not been possible,
it would have meant costly air
shipment of the gas from Bethel
to Toksook Bay.

As a follow up to this gas
shipment of this gas to Toksook
Bay,  was made aware of a letter
written to Senator Gravel by Mr.
Paul John, | believe. In his letter,
Mr. John forecast the coming
hard winter for these five villages
and solicited Senator Gravel’s
help in solving the problem.
Shortly thereafter, we received
an inquiry from the Juneau BIA
Office asking what the gas in-
ventories were in Tununak and
Toksoon Bay. This was in reply
to an inquiry from Senator Gra-
vel, apparently in response to
Mr. John's letter. We then pro-
vided the Juneau Office with
figures including the 300 drums
on "“Reserve” gasoline.

Again, | am not attempting to
discredit any efforts put forth by
Senator Gravel. What | am doing
is pointing out that there are
many ‘‘on the scene’ people
who feel a great deal of com-

(Continued on Page 4)
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ARTIFACTS WANTED! If you

are going to sell old-time objects,
please contact the Alaska State
Museum first. If you have old-
time things that need special
care, you can lend them to the
Museum for safe-keeping and

display. If your things are in the
Alaska State Museum, they stay
in Alaska. Contact: Jane Wallen,
Director, Alaska State Museum,

Pouch FM, Juneau, Alaska

99801, phone 586-1224.




