Forces gather
for Brim Frost

by Holly Relmer

Piaisbeii Times wijied

Military forces from Alasks and the
Lower 48 will be *'playing war'" in
various military sites in the state dur-
ing this month and February in Brim
Frost "R7.

Although the exercise provides u
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Nurse Mary Fentaine checks on one of her linle patients who s i an isclette

Baby boom

phatn by Morrls Klesman

Hospital to expand maternity unit

by Jill MeGuire

foor Bt Tumilrn Timies

Due to an unexpected baby boom
among the Natve population, officils
at the Aluska Native Medical Center
in Anchorage have announced plans
for the r::q.p;muiun and renowation of its
maternity and nursery umils,

According 1 Dr. Richard Mon
sanger, the center s director, renova-
tivsn of the Native hospital s obstetricy
unit s seheduled o begin in March
Completion is expected by June at o

cosl 0f 3425000,

The plans call for the addition ol
bomir patient areas, along with the ¢x
pansion of the nursery. The materni-
by unit currently has o 1 2-hed capacity

While construction is tuking place.
obstetrics patients und the nursery will
be temporanly housed on the thind
fioor of the medical center,

“As it stands now, we frequently
have 10 send our malernity patients
across town 1o the 1wo other
hospitals, " said Monsanger

"The expansion and renovation will
enable us to handle the anticipated

vislume of obstetnes patients Trom the
Hush oand the Anchoruge Service
aren.

The plany for expanding the mater-
Mty unit come at a wime of anomdreas
ing birthrate among  the Native
population

The Anchoruge Service Unit recond-
¢ 83 births in the month of Oclober.
marking one of the highest monthly
birth counts in recent years, according
to Pauling Phillips, public affairs ol
ficer Tor the Alnsks Area Native
Health Service

Venetie to get emergency assistance

Giov, Steve Cowper authorized the
Alnska Division of Emergency Ser-
vices recently to assist the village of
Venetie in o disaster declnration |I'l )
mpted by a fire in the Interior vil

that l.!r.'ﬂ'lmf:d its snow removil nquip-
ment and the vill wer ralor.

As o resultof t of the SROW
removal equipment, /the village is

unable to keep its airport runwiy
clear. The loss of the use of the run-
way s judged 1o be o threat 10 the
health, safety and well being of the
residents of Venetie.

The village hiis declared a disuster
situntion which is beyond their abili
ty to provide relief to the residents, A
loenl disaster declaration is necessary

belore the state can ssue 8 disaste,
declaration,

The most immedinle result of the
state s declaration 1s authorization for
aitlifting o bulldozer to Venetie, which
will be used 10 plow the village run-
way, The cost of the airlift is abow
$16.,000. An assessment of the otal
fire damage is underway.

Economist:
Fiscal crisis
to hurt Bush

by A.J. MeClanahan

Fiwwdra Thinies jblnbe s

Rural Alaska could be hit hard m the
stilte s current budget cnsis. and state
ol ficils need 1o remember that any
cuty will be of particulur concern W
villuges, sccording 1o Uiniversity ol
Aluskn economist

Cunnar Knapp. associaie professor
of economics at UAA's Instiute ol
Social uned Econpmic Research, saunl
m an inferview lust week he hay some
serious concerns about the effiect ol
budget cuts on rural people

“Nobody  has stdied everything
thist et 1o be studdied . and there are
many arcas that ought 1o be looked
i greater detnl,” he sad. U say
rural Aluska defimmely Taces o lon ol
proflems as a result ol thie budget
crumch, ™

Knapp saul there curfemtly is net
enough  dn available on poral
ceomomies to really get oclear prctore
of the overall level of problems

And he stressed thit it wall e
cratical Tor ws much documentation s
possible 1o be pathered <o that both
stute and federal povernments cun
davert sericus problems

s obwvious thin state spending s
i ragor factor in the cash coming in
tor raral communities throughout the
stnte. he said.

Among the most obvipus ways th
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C er seeks
board nominees

Gov. Steve Cowper hus asked
nearly 250 fisheries EToups,
user groups and N and cn-

vironmentsl organizations for sug-
gestions o fill six current and up-
coming vacancies on the state Board
of Fisheries and the Board of
Clame.

In o letter 1o groups affected by
board decisions, Cowper asked for
. who are able to rise above

| interests”” and who can

‘make decisions which are based
on seientific and the fair in-
Im T | hh




