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MlMt Edgecumbe High School'sSchools' current Business Management students stand in front of the school..

MEHS celebrates 50 years
- -

by LucilleLuciI1 Kugzruk and MarianMariah BowenBowen-

ItIt all started in July of 1946 ., PapersPapers-

transferring

Papers-

transferringtransferring property on Japonskiaponski} IsIs-IsIs-

land

Is-

land

¬-

land from the U.SUS. . Navy to the AlaskaAlaska-

Native

Alaska-

NativeNative Service were signed by PresiPresi-Presi-
dent

Presi-
dent

¬-

dent Harry S . Truman . The propertyproperty-

was

property-

waswas to be usedusedasas a new boardingboarding-

school

boarding-

schoolschool and sanitarium . The AlaskaAlaska-

Native

Alaska-

NativeNative Service provided , andandwaswas rere-rere-

sponsible

re-

sponsible

¬-

sponsible for , the education of studentsstudents-

inin 120 village schools , five hospitalshospitals-
and

hospitals-
andand three boarding schools . Work onon-

a

on-

aa new school and sanitarium beganbegan-
soon

began-
soonsoon after the property was handedhanded-

over

handed-

overover to the ANS . Building officials rere-rere-

ported
re-

ported
¬-

ported that four years would bebe-
needed

be-
neededneeded to remodel the existing facilfacil-facil-

ity

facil-

ity

¬-

ity into a boarding school.. The existexist-exist-

ing

exist-

ing

¬-

ing Army airplane hangar underwent

major renovations , enabling it to bebe-
used

be-
usedused as a gymnasium with classroomsclassrooms-
and

classrooms-
andand a student store . The old ArmyArmy-
barracks

Army-
barracksbarracks were remodeled and enlargedenlarged-

toto create suitable housing for Mt..

Edgecumbe'sEdgecumbes' students . By February

1947 , due to the severe weather andand-

the

and-

thethe failure of heating boilers in thethe-

boarding

the-

boardingboarding facilities of the EklutnaEkiutna VoVo-VoVo-

cational

Vo-

cational

¬-

cational School , Mt.. Edgecumbe waswas-
forced

was-
forcedforced to open earlyearlYi; it had been onlyonly-
six

only-
sixsix months since the ANS had beenbeen-

given

been-

givengiven claim to the property .

Mt.. Edgecumbe employees werewere-
given

were-
givengiven 15 days notice to prepare for thethe-
arrival

the-
arrivalarrival of nearly 100 tuberculosis papa-papa-
tients

pa-
tients

¬-

tients and 450 Native students , rangrang-rang-
ing

rang-
ing

¬-

ing in age from 10 to 18 . Upon theirtheir-

arrival

their-

arrivalarrival , facilities were in makeshiftmakeshift-

condition

makeshift-

conditioncondition , but they made do with whatwhat-
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Access feud erupts ,

Native lands at risk
- -

by Tundra Times staffstaf-

fWasWas it just a big misunderstanding , oror-

a

or-

aa major parting of the ways over policy ?

According to state officials , InteriorInterior-
Secretary

Interior-
SecretarySecretary Bruce Babbitt has raised thethe-

stakes

the-

stakesstakes and fired a new round in the long-longlong-
simmering

long-
simmering

long-
simmering

-

simmering debate over how states maymay-

assert

may-

assertassert right-of-wayrightofwayrightofwayclaims- - claims to cross fedfed-fed-

erallands
fed-

eral
¬-

eralerallandslands under Revised Statute 2477 . AA-

memo

A-

memomemo signed by Babbitt last month outout-outout-

lines

out-

lines

¬-

lines the department'sdepartments' philosophyphilosophyrerere-rere-
garding

re-
garding

¬-

gardinggardingsuchsuch claims , and specificallyspecifically-
rescinds

specifically-
rescindsrescinds an old approach adopted durdur-dur-

ing

dur-

ing

¬-

ing the Reagan administration .

EventuallyEv ntually , disposition of an estimated
500 claims for recognition ofofaccessaccess routesroutes-
across

routes-
acrossacross federal lands will have profoundprofound-profoundprofound-
and

profound-
and

-
and effects NaNa-NaNa-

tive

Na-

tive

potentially devastatingdevastating-efIectsdevastatingefIectsdevastating-effectseffects-- on ¬-

tive villages and subsistence hunting andand-

fishing

and-

fishingfishing areas .

State officials seemed bothbothangryangry

and surprised ; they felt they hadhadananan-
implicit

an-
implicitimplicit understanding that there waswas-

room

was-

roomroom for the state and federal governgovern-govern-

ments

govern-

ments

¬-

ments to negotiate on some of theirtheir-

differences

their-

differencesdifferences over procedures and critecrite-crite-

ria

crite-

ria

¬-

ria for claims .recognizingrecognizingrightofwayright-of-wayrightofway- -

Now , theytheyseesee the memo as a gauntletgauntlet-
that

gauntlet-
thatthat must be taken up to protect thethe-

state's
the-

state'sstate'sstates' economic interests .

Generally , the posture of the ClintonClinton-
Administration

Clinton-
AdministrationAdministration on right-of-wayrightofway- - claims byby-
states

by-
statesstates has been more restrictive than prepre-pre-

ceding

pre-

ceding

¬-

ceding Republican administrations . EfEf-EfEf-

forts

Ef-

forts

¬-

forts by Babbitt to draft new RS 24772477-

regulations

2477-

regulationsregulations in 19941994ranran afoul of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

Congressional

Alaska's-

Congressional

'

Congressional delegation . Members ofof-
the

of-
thethe delegation persuaded their colcol-colcol-

leagues

col-

leagues

¬-

leagues to block further workworkonon thethe-

regulations

the-

regulationsregulations .

In the memo , Babbitt explains whywhy-
the

why-
the

why-
thethe policy was put into writing : "StatesStates"States-

asserting
"States-

asserting

"

. . asserting that . . . rights-of-wayrightsofway- - ex-exex-

Page

ex-

Page

ex-

Page

-
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Subsistence fish regs out \

The Federal Subsistence Board hashas-
released

has-
releasedreleased draft proposed federal subsissubsis-subsis-

tence

subsis-

tence

¬-

tence fisheries regulations to its ten rere-rere-

gional

re-

gional

¬-

gional advisory councils for discussiondiscussion-

during

discussion-

duringduring meetings this month . The BoardBoard-

will

Board-

willwillwillconsiderconsider regional councilcouncilrecommenrecommenrecommen-recommen-
dation

recommen-
dation

¬-

dation prior to publishing proposed reguregu-¬-

lations for public review . It is uncertainuncertain-

when

uncertain-

whenwhen the Board will publish proposedproposed-
regulations

proposed-
regulationsregulations , however Congressongress has propro-pro-
hibited

pro-
hibited

¬-

hibited the publication and implementaimplementa-implementa-
tion

¬-

tion of final regulations prior to October
1997 .

Page 66,, please

SJC, ANANECEC cosponsor Native education forum
Sheldon Jackson College and thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Native Education Council willwillcococo-coco-

sponsor

co-

sponsor

¬-

sponsor the third annual Higher EducaEduca-Educa-

tion

Educa-

tion

¬-

tion Forum on Alaska Native Education toto-
be

to-
bebe held Feb . 19-231923- in Sitka on the historichistoric-

Sheldon

historic-

SheldonSheldon Jackson campus . The theme ofof-

this

of-

thisthis year'syears' forum will be Alaska NativesNatives-
and

Natives-
andand Oral TraditionsTraditions in Education andandwillwillwill-

focus

will-

focusfocus on developing new ways to bringbring-

oral

bring-

oraloral tradition andandstorytellingstorytelling into curricucurricu-curricu-

lum

curricu-

lum

¬-

lum andandclassroomclassroom methodology .

Who should attend ?

Educational administrators , classroomclassroom-

teachers

classroom-

teachersteachers , Alaska Native educators , SchoolSchool-

Board

School-

BoardBoard members , students , future teachers ,

all those interested in bringing Native

Ways of Knowing into the classroom .

What willwiU be happening ?

Storytellers from around the state willwill-

present

will-

presentpresent some of their legends , historicalhistorica-
lknowledge

historica-
lknowledgeknowledge and information . They willwill-
share

will-
shareshare their experiences in bringing thisthis-
form

this-
formform of knowledge transmission intointo-
classroom

into-
classroomclassroom situations and make recom-recomrecom-

mendations

recom-

mcndations

recom-

s
.;--

mendationsmcndations to teachers and educators onon-

how

on-

howhow to improve on the use of oral traditradi-tradi-

tion

tradi-

tion

¬-

tion . Teachers , educators and studentsstudents-
will

students-
willwill meet in small group to discuss the useuse-

of

use-

ofof oral traditions and how to incorporateincorporate-
thisthis methodology into their lesson plansplans-

asas well as how to systematically changechange-

the

change-

thethe way formalfonnal educational structuresstructutes and

institutions view storytelling . EducatorsEducators-

will

Educators-

willwill developdevelopspecificspecific recommendations toto-

present

to-

presentpresent to school administrators , schoolschool-

boards

school-

boardsboards colleges and universities .

Dr . Kenneth CameronCamefOn , president ofof-

Sheldon

of-

SheldonSheldon Jackson College , hopes that thisthis-
year's

this-
year'syear'syears' forum will continue the themesthemes'95themes95themes'95-
and

' 9595-

andand
"

'h6h6'96 Higher Education Forums by fofo-fofo-

cusing

fo-

cusing

¬-

cusing on the continued need for collegecollege-
and

college-
andand universities to create environmentsenvironments-
where

environments-
wherewhere Alaska Native students can sucsuc-SUsuc-

ceed

¬-

ceed . "TheThe" best foundation for a good lifelife-

is

life-

isis a goodgoodeducationeducation ,.
". said Cameron , "soso.so"so-

I

". .so-

II believe that the education institutions ofof-

this

of-

thisthis state need to find relevant ways toto-

University

to-

University
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