Gruening, Assistant Enjoy
‘Walrus Carn

B

By GEORGE SUNDBORG

SAVOONGA, ALASKA, May
8—This Eskimo  village,
located some 4,500 miles
(and six times zones) west
northwest of Washington,
D. C., on St. Lawrence Island,
which extends to within 38
miles of the Siberian main-
land, has been host this week
to  Senator Ernest Gruening
(D—Alaska) and his admin-
istrative assistant, George
Sundborg.

The - Alaska senator was

chief guest of honor at the

annual Savoonga ‘Walrus
Festival, held last Saturday
and Sunday. Senator Gruening
took advantage of his three—
day stay on the remote island
to pay visits also to Gamkell
and Northeast Cape.

That the visit of a United
States senator is a memorable
event in this part of the world
is attested to by the fact that
dozens of Eskimo residents
have come up to Senator
Gruening to recall that they
shook hands with him the last
time he visited St. Lawrence
Island, 25 years ago when he
was the governor of Alaska.

They say they remember
that he came to Gambell with
Colonel Marvin S. ““Muktuk’’
Marston, then a major, to
organize a unit of the Alaska
Territorial Guard, referred to
still as it was in those World
War II days as ‘‘the ATG.””

Most of the ATG officers of
the Gambell unit are now
de ad,*though Senator Gruening
was able to visit one survivor,
Herbert Apassingok, who is
bedridden at his home in the
little village of Gambell.
. The Eskimo inhabitants of

all ages recall to Senator
Gruening also that he
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ST. LAWRENCE ISLAND WOMEN-Two elderly women on St.

Lawrence Island are carrying
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on a convérsation, perhaps

talking about some people they knew in Siberia 38 miles

from the island. The islanders speak the same dialect as

counterparts in

in arranging an

the village when on his
earlier visit he discovered
that the islanders were facing
hunger because tley had
taken jobs on defense base
construction on the island
instead of following their
immemorial custom of laying
in a winter food supply by
hunting walrus, seal and other
marine mammals in the icy
waters surrounding the island
in the middle of the Bering
Sea.

St. Lawrence actually isn’t
exactly in the middle of the
sea which separates Siberia
and Alaska. It is much closer
to the Asiatic side. Within 50
miles of Gambell 1400 people

Siberia.

who speak the same Eskimo
dialect as the 850 Native
people @ St. Lawrence Islad
live in three villages—
Chaplina, Avon and Kiwak—
on the Chuhotski Peninsula in
Siberia. Savoonga is 180 miles
southwest of Nome; Gambell
is 60 miles farther west.

The Eskimos on St.
Lawrence Island are of the
same culture and blood as
those in Siberia. They cannot
understand the two main
dialects of Eskimos living on
the Alaska mainland, but
could converse readily with
their Siberian re latives.
There was considerable inter-
marriage and - other inter-
mingling among Eskimos of

(Continued on Page 7)
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Fruits & Vegetables

_POP

H&S

Restaurants, Schools, Hospitals
And Other Institutions

|Frozen, Fresh or Canned

-GROCERY ITEMS -ICE CREAM
—CLEANING PRODUCTS

Sales Only To Licensed Businesses and to Institutions

Warehouse Association

P.0. BOX 227, FAIRBANKS, ALASRA
3rd and Graehl
DOROTHY PERDUE, Sales Manager

SERVING THE HEART
OF ALASKA

Phone 452-1286

Life Insurance Company of Alaska

An All Alaskan

owned and operated

Company, home—

If you need life insurance protection

for the security of your family or

business let an

serve you. Invest in

keep your life

dollars in

Al ask an

Alaska

comp any
Alaska’s future—

insurance premium

to help build

Alaska. Expert, personalized counsel

all

insurance.
Contact:
General

in lines

Jr. Agent

Alaskan”

of

Oliver

life and health

(Ollie) Morris,

“A Life Long

Room 208 Nerland Bldg.

Ph. 452-3302 Fairbmks, Alaska or

Home Office
Anchorage, Aloskq

What Alaska Builds

P.O. Box 1419

— Builds Alaska

Tundra Times, Friday, May 19; 1967
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Youths Applying for Summers Jobs

Employers of the Greater
Fairbanks area are reminded
that some twomillion youth
will be seeking summer
employment this year.

‘“Cooperating  with the
President’s YOUTH OPPOR-

TUNITY CAMPAIGN, the
Fairbanks Office of the
Alaska State Employment

Service 1s prepared to screen
and refer these young people
for work for which they are

qualified and available,”
according to James E.
Q’Rourke, Fairbanks Office

Manager. Many of these young
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Electric

Anchorage
443 E. Fourth
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TFl

’ BOX 1270
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—Propane

All Colors
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Oil
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—Snaps, etc.
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LCL and LTL
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—since

anks Plumbing :
Samson Hardware

—Stove Pipe and Fittings

—"Gasoline’” Washing Machines
—Nylon & Polyethylene Ropes,

“Immediate Attention Given to Out-of-Town Orders’’
No Charge for Delivery to Airport

Frequent-Complete-Modern

SHIPPING
SERVICE ...

VAN SERVICE

(Dry and Temperature-Controlled)
PLATFORMS

(Gondola, Bulkhead,

BROAD COVERAGE CARGO INSURANCE

REPRESENTATIVES ON THE SPOT
THROUGHOUT ALASKA TO SERVE YOU

STEAMSHIP
COMPANY
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people already have work
applications on file with the
Employment Service.

As need for the services of_..

these young people arises it
is suggested that employers
contact the local office of the
Alaska State Employment
Service, Room 131, State
Court and Office Building,
Sixth and Barnette, or call
this office at 452—1501.

"Houses Designed
for

Alaska Villages

- A COMPLETE BRIGGS
' HOME

or an addition to your

Bpresent home, this sum-

Nmer and live in it by Fall.
BUNITS CONSIST OF COM-
8 PLETE HOMES WITH:

*4 Bedrooms
*3 Bedrooms
*2 Bedrooms
*1 Bedroom
*Multi-Living (20 x 20)
A or ;
~ ADDITIONS CONSISTING OF |
ONE OR MORE ROOMS
Write or call your Alaska

Representative

B. G. TOOMBS

P.O. Box 3001 Fairbanks
Phone 907 452-3609 §
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Staked and Plain)
VEHICLES

in rates

A :

1895.

YOU CAN PURCHASE ™ §



