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Making moose .stew
(C)) 1107676 Agnes GriffithGriffith-

"You

Griffith-

"Youmust""YouYou"YoumustYoumust, must be making stew forfor-

a
for-

aaa-aamoose-. momoosese ," my grandfather saidsaid-

to
said-

tometotomeme ..
'

I was about 12 years old at the-

time
thfeththe

time . Ir usually visited my grand-

parents
grandgrand-grand-

parents
*-

parents every fall to pick berriesberries-

and
berries-

andand visit . .,
., My grandmother was out pick-

ing
pick-

ing
pickpick-¬-

ing berries , so I had to do the-

cooking
the-

cooking
the

cooking .

II had a lot of practice cooking-

for
cpokingcookingcpoking-

forfor my four younger brothers-
and

brothers
. and sisters , but my grandfathergrandfather-

was
''

waswaswasusedused to Grandmother's-
cQoking

Grandmother's-
cooking

Grandmother'sGrandmothers'
cookingcQoking and not mine .

I wwass using freshly caughtcaught-

moose
caught-

moosemoose to make moose stew . In-

the
In-

the
In

the stew I first put cut up piecespieces-

of
pieces-

ofof moose and enough water to-

cover
to-

cover
to

cover it in the cooking pot..

Later when the moose was halfhalf-

way
half-

wayway cookedcooked-1cooked1,
"-
11 added macaroni ,

potatoes , riceTice , salt , pepper , andand-

usually
and-

usuallyusually canned mixed vegetables ..

Through the years , I wondered-

what
wonderedwondered-

whatwhat Grandfather meant when-

he
when-

he
when

he asked if 1II was cooking for a-

m
aa-

moosemmooseose .. It may have been thatthat-

the
that-

thethe stew was too thick , or I[ was-

cooking
was-

cooking
was

cooking too mmuchch , for sixsixin-.-in-in.in-.in.i-
nstead

in-

stead
in-

stead
in-in--

stead of three . To this day ,

I'llIll' never know .

AllAU 1I know is that I had fun-

cooking
fun-

cooking
fun

cooking itit.. To make the stew-

more
stew-

more
stew

more tasty , one could add some-

of
somesome-

ofof the blood from the moose .

TheTIle same goes forfot any kindkjnd of-
stew

of-
stew

of
stew from birds or meat..

To go along with the stew ,

usually would be fried breadbread-
made

bread-
mademade from regular bread doughdough-
and

dough-
andand ', then fried . This would gogo-

very
go-

veryvery good with the stew , which-

would
whichwhich-

wouldwould be followedfonowed by brimmingbrimming-
cups

brimming-
cupscups of hot tea and cookies .

I1 enjoyed going to my grand-
parents

grandgrand-¬.-

parents home in Eek , AlaskaAlaska-

when
Alaska-

whenwhen I was young ,,; for they fed-

me
fedfed-

meme wellwen . They stillstm have a SOla-
ntrading

smallSOlansmall-
tradingtrading store there .

During the summer ,. their-
goods

theirheirheir-
goodsgoods come in on the ship toto-

Bethel
to-

BethelBethel toto.EektoEek,.Eek by barge since the-
river's

thethe-
river'sriver'srivers' channels are to shallowshalIow .

Once thethetheshipmentsshipments arrive inin-

Eek
in-

EekEek , goods are carried up to the-
warehouse

the
:

warehouse , by local people andand-
stored

and-
stored

andI I

stored fofforfourforthethe winter.. OnlyOnly-
things

11-

thingsthings which store wellweU areafeare-

ordered

11-

orderedordered thisthis way .
II-

OtherOther }:perishableJerishable items areare-

usually

<

usuallyusuaUy ppurchasedrchased in BethelBetheloror-

brought
oror-

br
orjjf

brbroughtught in by air , but these areare-

few
are-

fewfew ..
ff-

One

ff-

OneOne thing that children like isis-

candy
II-

candy
F

candy . SeSeeingSeeinging other childrenchildren-

come

tt-

come
f

come in and buy candy reminedremined-

me
ff-

me

e

me of the times when I waswas-
three

11-

three

ti

three ot.footfooc.fourocfouror.fourorfour.
. r years old in BetBetheleI..

t-

The
t

The grandparentsgrandparents had a storestore-

there
storestore-

therethere thenthentthentand, * and I used to comecome-

in

e-

in

e

in and tell '!
..mymy grandfather that-

"my
that S

""mymy mom |: said I could charge v
$$11$1ofofofcandlicandcandycandli ; ." .

_

ss-

I

sisi-

II dondon'tdont' t kr;knowow or rememb'errememberremem15er' if II-

got
h

got away wthwjthwith; it ,. but I imagine II-

did

1lj]

did with my gralldfagrandfather'sgrandfathersgrandfather's-
generosity

er'serser's-
generosity

er'st' *t
generosity .

At the agageage of 1122 I1 was stillstillableableable-
to

0-

to
0°

''-

bar
b- arto have a candy bar ,. a packagepackage-

of
s 11-

of
(

of gum or 4$llcancan ' of pop if I11soIsososo-

desired
I''ssis!

desireddesiredwithoutwithout paying for it .
tJtJ-

InIn returreturn fafor! allall tthee goodies , n-

I
n

I wouldwOl1ld; try, totoo be asas helpful asas-

possible
as-

possiblepossible by doindoing} dishes , clean-
ing

clean-cleancleanSl-. s-

1jng

Sls1

jnging househouse , or doidoingg laundry in-

the
inli

the gas-rungasrungas.rungasrun-. washb1gwashingwashing machine . WeWe-

would
a ,'

wouldwou1d do laundrylaundrylaundryoutsideoutsideoutside onon-
U'U"

.

idceniceniceonidceonnice. days andando'neandoneo'neoneoneone
'

could
, hearhear w"

"""whirrrswhirrrs"whimswhimshear"whirrrs""whirrrswhirrrs
"

'"; allallover
"

over ,
the vUlavillagevillagevillageonI;>

' onon-
sunny

on d
sunnysunnyhsunnydays ,. ,

''AAh
<fa""t >.',

,Eek is located ;' about 6606060milesmilesmiles-
from

,

' 8
fromfrolT! &BethelBethelhel onon

"
'

the.coasilA-

ir

thecoasilAi-

r
thethecoasCAirp-

janes
thecoasCAir-thecoasCAir;:

., coast j
,, Air-

planes
Air-Air-.

''eded?II-

planesplanespjanes
,

:
'

:
''-and
a- ndand

,
boats

,
comecomeomen,- 1indomen-1ind,)muiand' , and tltl'-

I''II "
, ..

,II ,

" " ''rr ; :11,: ,

landlandonon Eek River on which the-

village
thethe-

vilJagevillagevilJage of EEekEckk is located ,.

""KkKk"IikIik"IrkIrk " iin Yupik Eskimo mean'smeansmean's-
"eyes

means-

"eyes ''

""eyeseyes " ,; so I don'tdont' knowknow if that isis-

what
is-

whatwhat the village was namednamed-

after
named-

afterafter . Many villages were spelledspelled-

the
spelled-

thethe way ththe missionaries oror-

white
or-

whitewhite menmen thought they sound-
ed

soundsound-¬.-

ed like . Later , when the Yupik-
language

Yupik-
language

Yupik
language was written and orga-
nized

orga-
njzed

orgaorga-¬-

nizednjzednjzedwithnizedwithwith lettersleners ''representingrepresenting'representing-
certain

representing-
certaincertain sounds , spellings werewere-

different
were-

differentdifferent , but the way thethe-

viUage

the-

villagevillageviUage was originaoriginally1y spelledspelled-

remained
spelled-

remainedremained the same .,
'

Eek has about 200 people livliv-

ing
liv-

ing

liv-liv¬-

ing there . litIt has att village council ,

;a Moravian church , two or threethree-

smaU

three-

small;smallsmaU stores , a National QuardGuard
|,

;armory , andandaa BIBIAA school frfrom-

grades
frommm-

grades;grades 1I -. 8 and Headstart..
;Students in highhighschoolschool must gogo-

either
go-

either(either to BetBethelBethelel , Anchorage oror-

elsewhere
or-

elsewhere(elsewhere . Otherwise , they dodo-

not
do-

not;not continue . J*

,'_,, During the winter ; manymany-

students
many-

studentsstudents are gone and the villagevillage-

isis smaller ., But during thethe-

summer
the-

summer.summer , students come backback-

bring
back-

bringing]bringbringingng their nneww ways andand-

have
and-

havejhave fun mixing the two .

Some students meet and marrymarry-

people
marry-

people,people from wherever they havehave-

gone
have-

gonejgone to school.. Others bringbring-

bacK

bring-

back1back someone they have metmet-

and
met-

and;and settle down in Eek ..

Summertime in Eek used to bebe-

fun
be-

funjfun for me , because mymy aunt was ,

(then a teenager and we'dwed' havehave-

fun
have-

funjfun going boating and camping .

One night we went down thethe-

river
the-

riverriver withwithaa five-horsefivehorse-- engineengine-
ancl

engine-
andandanclanclcamped; campedcamped-mycampedmycamped--my--.- my aunt , my sister ,
another girl andandmyselfmyself. We suresure-
had

sure-
hadhad (funun telling ,. spospookyky sstoriesstories-
and

oriesories-
andand drinking tea .. Then we'dwedwe'dwedwe'drunwe'drun' run ,

around or try to swim in .hh.thethe-

slough
the

slough , but ususuallyally it was toto-

muddy
to-

muddymuddy on the shores to dodo-

anything
do-

anythinganythinganything .
"'

It would be spooky allallalonallalonealonalone atat-

night
at-

nightnight , with the dogs howling ,

and the scary stories , but wewe-

would
we-

wouldwould have a lot of fun .

To this day , we have Fun remi-
niscing

remi-
niscing

remiremi-¬-
niscing about the days of our-
youth

ourour-
youthyouth .

. My grandparents , now great-

grandparents
great-

grandparents
great-great-.

grandparents , ','WilliamWilliamWmiam andand-

Cecelia
and-

CeceliaCecelia Pete , still live in Eek .
" ""WilliamWimam or "WillieWillie"WiUicWiUic as everyoneeveryone-

calls
everyone-

callscalls him , takes care of the storestore-

with
store-

withwith the help of his son ""BillBill "" ,
who comes after my father , andand-
o

and-
occasionallyooccasionallycasionI1ly; fishes at Bristol BayBay-

in
Bay-

inin hishjs fishingfishing boat..

They have nine children living ,

about 30 grgrandchildrenndchndren , and oneone-
greatgrandchild

one-
greatgrandchildgreat-grandchildgreatgrandchildgreat-grandchildgreatgrandchild-- , not countingcounting-
num

counting-

numerousnumnumerousnumerousrous relatives up and down-

the
downdown-

thethe Kuskikwim River .

I am the oldest of all the grand-

childreri
grand-

children
grand-grand-.

childrerichildren , so I had a special place .

My 16-month-old16monthold16.month-old16.monthold16.month16month-. --- son is theirtheir-

first
their-

firstfirst grandchild .

My grandmother had workedworked-
very

worked-
veryvery hard to raise her children .

Standing only 4'1414'11411' 1 " , her sons of
55'10510' 10 "'"' or so towered over her .

Yet ,, she was able to pay atten-atten-.

' ,'r ' " .siA.vsiAv',,., " ,: , ' " " ,

f

- -- --_ . - . " . - - "- - . " - " "AsAgnes;; GriffiGriffiJ-
IMMY

GriffiJ-
IMMY

,

JIMMY BEDFORDBEDFOftD Photo
_.. .",- --- - -

.' . . .. k

'.

,f

. - - - . ._ - -- - " --- -

GREAT-GRANDPARENTSGREATGRANDPARENTSGREAT.GRANDPARENTSGREATGRANDPARENTS-. WilliWilliamWilliamm and Cecilia Pete with author'sauthors' sonson-
'Robert

son-
Robert'Robert'Robert , taken on October 13 , 1975 .

tionttonLion to everyevery.singleeverysingle., single one of them .

Today , their home is still a funfun-
place

fun-
placeplace for the children and grand-

children
grand-

children
grandgrand-¬-

children to visit . They are hayinghaying-

aa taste of good food andnd fun

.
times , just as I used to , over aa-

decade
a-

decadedecade ago .

Today ,. I1 am fortunate if JI can-

make
can-

make
can

make momoosese stew for three ifif-

not
if-

notnot ""forfor a moose . "

Marston haslaasqualityVifirtimelesseless quality,. , . ,
, . . . , ,

,. , , , ., ,"V-iViin- v. ""tt' ." < _"-'. .
;lifelifeff' 1\1\(1,1_

"

"
_ \\ffff' ,11 ! (Wu \ <M ''-

U
U

' , \*'
-
, 9*

(c ) 1976 By PP.MPM. MM.lveyMlvey. IveyIvey-

Have

(,,11+,'

Have you eveever(, beenbeeneen transport-
ed

transporttransport- - 11-

ed
;

'ed backbatk through ttimeJile to the
,

*paspast , through the present ,; andand-
on

and-
on

andI
I

lon too the future in a briefbrief.hoy-
Walk

brief.hoy/brief.hoyrieflho.Y1rieflhoY1. hoprh./!??
$

*I ,'

Walk the pages ofof AlaskanAlaskan-

history
AlaskanAlaskan-

history
:
:
history with M.RMRM.R-M.R"Mu. -. ""MuMu"MuktukMuktuktuk " IJ'I-

Marston

J-

MarstonMarston . It'sIts' an experience
'

,
You'llYoullYou'llnever' never forget.. ;'

At eighty plus , helie may seemseem-
frail

seem-
frailfrail , but.. the man inside is stillstill-

as

'

?as strong as the day helie setsetlsett ! footfoot-
in

footII,

'in Alaska and began to organize-
the

organizeorghnizeorganizeI I,

|the Alaska Territorial SScScbuts+uts ,
.'

''II'-

Ifightingthefighting-fightingfightingthefighting-thefightingthe--, the ArmyAnny and the worldworld-

forfor equalqualrightsequalrightsqual rights for the NativesNatives-

ofOff Alaska ; a battle he haslias wagedwpgedwaged-
for

::,
for nearly 3366 years .

All immediate surroundings. '

fade away when Muktuk'sMuktuks' story-
pours

storystory-
pourspours forth , his deep set eyesryesryes-
flashing

yesyes-
flashingflashing confirmation of the rr-

events

,',

events that molded the manmanlandmanlandland .,
'

.

Helped shape the destiny oorof all
.'

ii-

thosethose: around him .

The listener becomes a travel-
er

traveltravel-travel-
er

¬-

er , mushing suppliesupplies to ,4thethethe-
Scouts

,

Scouts in weatherweather no110 one elseelse-

would
else-

would
elseI I

would venture , half frozen ones-
self

ones-
self

ones-
self

ones-ones-

self . Otherqther men of Alaska werewere-
his

wer-
el

wereIIlhis companions ; they are'thel- istenersare-'th-
e

ar-
e

'th-
e

th-
e

are .-
''thethe 1

listeners companions for a briefbriefbrief-
time

brief-
time

briefI I

time' . ;,
Muktuk wrote book ""MenMen"Men-

of
a booklbookl"Men, tt-

ofof the Tundra '"J*,JMostMost of .his.hishis-
story

11-

stolYstorystolY is in itit'anditandit\'andagooit'andagooandagoo,\
''andand a good boobook itit-

is'too
i

is'tooistoo,
''tootoo .. But the

,
story isisybetterisibettertter inin-

the
. J

the1the' telling
'

. It isi'theithe' the magic of thethe-
manman that makes it so . I

A delegate tot6td
,

ththe Alaska Con-
stUutional

ConCon-¬.-
II-

stiJtutionalstitutionalstiJtutionalstUutional ConventionConvention'inConventioninConverition'inConveritionin''inin 1955J9SS ,.
MuMuktukuk described

.
himselfm, lf, ]

accordingaccordingaccordingto
"_
to a ffellowI1 delegdelegatet ;i. OsO-

s"just
asss- 't

.',
'tt

"justjustust ," . ann interinterested
, ' ted

,'
bystanbystande-

rwhowinted
bystanderer

.J)

whowhowinted,pantedwanted ttqto'make'suretomakesuremake , sure '* they-
did

they
did itifngbi''-

right
r-

ightri i.?."' r,
\(; I"( .:-

".'
'JJ*':"

' ',

.AtAtAt !; thethe Alaska I4 ', CConstitutional1Constitutional.l.stltufionallstltufionall.stltufionalj j'
"-

Revie
R-

evieReviewReview held recentlyiecentIy i; ,when ask-

'ed
ask-ask=-

\..

d aboaboutabout-Alaska'saboutAlaska'sAlaskas"t"AlatAla'
"-"Alaska'sAlaskask ''ss progressrogress over-

the
overover-

thethe Jaslastlast'20last20'
20 yearsyears

,

'

he said ,. ""yveyeyveye"We've-"We'veWeve'
:

-.' I

, ' .

;' , ''II 1\1\

typ YY-

lee

-
leelee.-

R..RR

1 .

,,1111/ " '

t-PhototPhoto- - . . By: JIMMY BEDFORD: , . . .

comcomb$ a long waywaytwaybabyt, baby , from thethe-
Scouts

the-

ScoutsScoutsScouts to ,. the Land ClaimsClaims-
Se

Claims-
Settlement(SeSettlementtlement ) Act.. AndAnda, a goodgood-

thing
good-

thingthing1thing it is , too . Best dealdeal'wedealwe''we everever-
mad

eve-
rmade40madmademad40made-40made40----404040 million acresacresand-.-andand.and aa-

billion
a-

billionbillion ddollarslIars . After
''allallall , it waswas-

thei
was-

theirstheitheirs , anyhow ,

""II tamecamecame to the ConstitConstitutionalConstitutional-
Convgntion

,tionaltional-
ConvConvConvgntionConventionntion too save the Natives .

When it lookedlookeq like we were gogo-

ing
go-

ing
go-go¬-

ing too becomebecoine a state , thethe.-

De
the-

Department.DeDe.DepartmentDepartment.Deattmentattment of the InteriorInterior-
want

Interior-
wantedwantwantedd to form reservations-
here

reservations-
here

reservations
here ,,''

100JOO of them . I stbpped-
themi

stoppedstbppedstopped-
themethemthemithemethemitoothemetootoo .."'"

"""WhenWhen we boughtbougM Alaska fromfrom-
Russi

from-

Russia.RussiaRussiaRussiRussia'
, they ','saidsaid. sid ,

"'"make1make1'makemake ' settle-
ment

settlesettle-¬.-
mmntmentmentmentwithntntwithwith, the '

Natives'NatvesNatves'Natives( '' . We'reWereWe're.-

1O

'
.1O1O10303 ,;

''yeye'yearsyearsyearsrs
,

''doingdoing ''itit'itbut'itbut," ,;, but it ,, is aa-

good
a-

goodgood deal allatl'aroundatlaround'''aroundaround .. ., ThThereTherearerereareareare-

'N'aHv
are-

Nativesin'N'aHvNaHv'NativesNativesNatives-inNativesin' ' "'sn-),in-thVinthV,{y6eHouse- the '; , HoHousese andandIandandtheI,
thethe-

Senate
the-

SenateSenate ;
''-
and

a-

nd'andand ""thththey'retheyrey'relyrely'relgoing' ' goinggoing
'
to10io"' bebe-

all.allall.allrigritallrigritall rightgI t :."" "'

. \
}

"
I'

)
WhenWhe.nWhen. aaskedJ<:ed aboutabout the economeconom-¬-

' .

ic development in AlaskaAlaska11e,; helie saidsaid-

"I'm
said-

"I'm""I'mIm"I'mfor' -.-forfor.for OMAR ! (OrganizationOrganization-
forfor the Management of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

R
Alaska's-

Resources
'

RResourcessources ) .

MuktukMuktuk stated that the gas lin.e-

should
linelin.eline-

should
.

should be built in Alaska byby-

Alaskans
by-

AlaskansAlaskans , and that the gasgas-

should
gas-

shouldshould flownow under the AmericanAmerican-
flag

American-
flagflag allaU the way to the market .

'

Parks ..areareare nice ,; according ,. toto-

Muktuk
to-

MuktukMuktuk . But they are chokingchoking-
usus and taking up thousands ofof-
acres

of-
acresacres of the most beautiful farmfarm-
land

farm-
landland in11 ththethetheworldworldworJd .
, ""ThereThereuThere are thouthousandsthousands.ofthousandsofnds .,.ofof acres-
on

acres-
on

acres
on the XYukonkon , KuskokWhnKuskokwimKuskokwimKuskokWhnandKuskokwimandand '

the North River ; good fertile-
land

fertilefertile-
landland beingeing lockedlockedupup forever . WeWe-

have
We-

havehave ' to go to the people ofof-
Amerca

of-

AmericaAmerjcaAmercaAmerica; and "''prpr"presentpresentpresentsent 'o'urour' storystory .
We diddid that inorderin order toto'ge-

t
toge-

t
to'ge-

t
toge-

t
to'getsta-

te

to'getsta-

te'get state-
tioiod'and

statestate-¬.-
hoodhQodtioiod'andtioiodand, ''andand Itit workedworked, . It'sIts' a very-
serious

veryvery-
SerioSerioseriouss problem ..",

,

One ' of
,Muktuk'sMuktuks' p'rime-p'rimeprimep'rlmeprlmep'rimecon' ._- con ¬.,

.

ternscernsern is the agriagriculturalultural future ofof-
A1

of-
AlaskaA1AlaskaAlaskaska ..' Helie developed-developeddevelopedadeveloped ,.- a modmodelmodel-
farmfarm at Unalakleet that has pro-
duced

propro-pro-pro¬-

ducedproducedtremendous amounts of-
root

of-
root

of

byEskimosroot crops . This farm-farmfarmis-, is run by
Eskimos , with MuktukMukukuk\ukuk\' providingproviding-
seed

providing-
seedseed and fertilizerfertilizer . HeIle says hehe-

r
he-

recentlyrrecentlycently made a prpvisionpr.pvisionprevision. in hishis-

will
his-

willWill'' to provideprovMe funding for thethe-
continuation

the-
continuationcontinuation of his agriculturalagricultural-
program

agricultural-
programprogram ""afterafter I am gone . AtAt-

my
At-

mymy age , IImaymay not be around '
much longer ," says Muktuk .

That
'

may be the biggest storystory-
M'ukttrk

story-
MuktukMuktukM'ukttrkMukttrkMuktuk ever foldtold . On October
24 , he married the formerfonner Mrs .

Elsie , HowardHowar of Anchorage in aa-

private
a-

privateprivateprivateIprivatec
I'

cceremonyremony in Hawaii ,
according totothe-.-thethe.the AnchorageAnchorage-
Daily

Anchorage-
DailyDaily Times .

Any listener believes that 100-

years
100100-

yearsyears frontfrom now ,, M.RMR. . ""MuktukMuktuk"MuktulMuktul "
.Marston.Marston will be young . The man-
is

manman-
is

''-

timeless
t-

imelessis timeless-timeless.:-,


