(Ed. Note: The author is a grad-
uate  of' the . University of
Pennsylvania’s School of ‘Law.
He has been in Alaska 6 weeks.
As a recent newcomer, he offers
these observations:)

By GEORGE LEE

“This is not a’ bush justice
conference. There is no one here
from the bush, from those
* villages of two or three hundred

people scattered in remote areas.
- Instead we. have lots of people

from: Anchorage, and Bethel and

Nome. That’s not the bush,” so
'said one ‘participant at the Third

Bush: Justice Conference held in

Kenai October 7-9.

But others, while agreeing with
this ' statement, thought the
conference was a useful express-
jon of views on shared problems.

The ‘conference was sponsored

by -the Bush Justice. Project of
the ' Judicial Council and funded
by a grant from the Law En-
forcement Assistance -Adminis-
 tration in Washington, D.C. Most

of the participants were repre-

sentatives' - from. Native  and

' . interested state organizations.

The conference was designed
as a forum for bringing partic-
ipants together to present.to the
government: and ' public' some
collective, presumably - repre-
sentative, sentiment on the state
of, the administration of justice

. in rural Alaska. The work of the
participants centered on several
workshops  which drafted reso-
lutions for approval by the full
conference .in ‘plenary  session.
Workshops  were held on' the.
following = topics: subsistence,
local control, education, justice
services, consumer protection,
and  health and social services
delivery. ; !

Chief Justice Robert
Boochever delivered a speech on
the final day which underscored
some of the major themes of the
conference. He cited a multitude
of state projects for-the delivery
of legal services to ruralareas:
He mentioned judicial expansion:
of ‘rights for rural residents. In'
particular, he singled out the use
of . a  new handbook  for the:

. ‘guidance . of local ‘magistrates, |
.who are for .the most part lay
- persons. In order to give them
some . understanding of thier
rights in . their . Native  tongue
there ‘supposedly. is'a much tout-
ed program at Bethel providing
criminal defendants with court
interpreters trained.in Yupik. '
Some_questions remained un-
answered however.  First, the

magistrates’ handbook is still in ¥

draft form ‘and it is unclear
whether such a hand book could
. address the underlying problems,

- which have to do with'a system
of state legal and law enforce-
ment  personnel,” mostly - non-
indigineous in culture ~nd train-
ing, applying an alien body of
law, the whole so understaffed
that it is totally unable to deal
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‘they arise. " Second, the court
interpreters at Bethel remain un-
used, and the Chief Justice was

* as mystified by this as everyone

else. d :

The - conference " passed. a
resolution . stating  that,  “The
services offered by the court
interpreters by made known to_
.all . public ' defenders,  district
attorneys, magistrates and judges
so that. these services can be
more fully untilized.” Apprently
the conference participants. per-
ceived the problem as‘ignorance
of ‘the existence of the inter-
preters onthe part of the very
people who should have known
about the program 'in the first

lace.

More. importantly, . the con-
ference passed a series of resolu-
tions dealing with liquor control,
alcohol ‘abuse. - and related.
problems. One. proposed  resolu-

Other problems:
Airline transport,

’iion, which  was tabled, called,

for the arrest without warrant of
any person who violatesa court
order' not to drink. A proposal’
that  was passed called for. a
multi-faceted approach to the
problem:  More - recreational
facitities in rural Alaska as an
alternative . to - alcohol, more,
deference . and  support from
public ' ‘agencies’ on  local
measures to deal with alcohol
abuse and statutory. changes
granting greater village control.

Liquor control is one area in
'which - the state clearly. could
have done more to alleviate local
problems, but was always re-
frained from doing so. Although .
. community attitudes on alcohol
do ‘ vary, many villages . have
tough ordinances - on liquor,
some are prohibiting the possess-
jon of alcohol all together.

On paper they appear to be the
driest ' parts of the state, the
_problem seems to be the in-

. difference . or hostility of the

state liquor regulatory body for
whatever teasons and the refusal
“of . the legislature to best local
liquor. ordinances with the force
‘of the law, especially as applied
to the: airlines, a substantial part
of whose business consists of
transporting liquor to the bush,
It would be interesting as to
speculate to the reasons: Do the
Jiquor companies ‘and the. air-
lines, ‘the main_ beneficiaries of
the village alcohol problem, have
more ‘‘pull”” in the regulatory
commission and the legislature?
Have: the latter decided that pre-
venting or curtailing the destruc-
tion of lives that is the result of
liquor abuses is not as important
as, the welfare. of those two .
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industries? : L
Another major problem’ dis-

cussed at the conference was in-.- ¢ 0l t
. basic issues. It would have been

adequate law enforcement.

One aspect of this problem has
to do with a shortage of judicial
and quasi-judicial personnel in
‘the. bush. Chief Justice Booch-
ever alluded to this in his speech.
When he mentioned a vacancy
for . District Court -judgeship
which so far has attracted' only
one applicant. i

As a substitute for judges and
magistrates  in  dealing ‘with
minor problems of local charact-
er, the conference recommended
the ' expansion ' of - the village
conciliation boards, staffed by
village people and designed for
uniformal ‘mediation  of " dis-
putes.

Another aspect of the problem
has' to do with police services.

Village: police are ,un_dertrained

Bootlegging,
. Liquor co‘ntrol, .

Native interpreters
Magistrates’ handbook

and underpaid and rarely can be
retained ' long enough in' their
positions to: become effective.

‘They . are in need of on going

training, supervision and
accountability. On: the ' other
hand, state ‘police officials are
usually so . far away from any
village that they respond in long-
aftér-the-fort fashion * with no
deterrent ‘or ‘law  enforcement
effect. The conference proposed
a constable system whereby
sufficient officers are hired: so
that a constable can serve several

villages on a circuit riding basis

to provide on going training and
supervision to local police.

An interesting related develop-
ment was the tabling by the
conference of the entire set of
resolutions proposed by the
police services workshop. The
conference . .refrained ~ from
approving  them. because some
participants objected that the
proposals _had ‘been influenced

'by' police officers’ who had a

vested  interest in_ seeing that
certain programs be funded and
perpetuated.

Actually , this question may be

agsked about the entire con- .

ference. Many, if not the major-

. ity, of the participants were con-

nected ' with ' the delivery of
government funded, services to
the bush areas. These included
not only the “technicians”, the
experts and bureaucrats: that
dominated the first two days of
the: conference: who were told to
be quiet on the final day so that
the Native participants could
have a change: to speak, They
may not have an interest as palp-
able and direct as that of the

police: officers ‘the participants
_ objected to but if everyone in !
% the villages are satisfied with the |
premise of the conference that
the approach should be greater, |
disproportionate  state ' aid in
‘order to provide more ration-
‘alized police forces and magis:
trates, as well as greater “local

control” in the hands of local

bureaucrats. This is the premise |
of the Federal Law Enforcement. -
Assistance = Administration, ‘ the

orgahf'@atidh that funded the
¥ it

not representing the bush

conference.. The most . striking
feature of 'the. conference .was
the unanimity of opinion on all

surprising to find one participant
representative of any- contrary
sentiment.

_‘Another’: concern' * was . the
necessity of legislation relating
to ‘the maintenance of subsis-
tence lifestyles. The conference
came ‘ out explicity in support
of special treatment under the
fish and game laws' for ‘bush
people so that the: limitations

on sports.. fishing and hunting -

not be applicable to those who
depend - on  fish and  game
resources for subsistence. '
However, it was not clear
how ‘many people, in this day
and age in ~the rural: areas,
actually depend on subsistence
hunting and fishing, and there-
fore whether the .reason for

special legislation has to do more

with subsistence. itself, or with
the - preservation .of a lifestyle
reflecting a culture that is fast
disappearing.

HELP

POSITION VACANCY

The following position is available in
the Fairbanks office of Tanana Chiefs
Cconference Native Services:

TITLE: Higher Education Speclalfst 4

DUTIES: Include counseling stu-
dents, working . with financial. aid.
officers of colleges, advising manage-
ment on higher education direction.

REQUIREMENTS: Person must have
a B.A., preferably in counseling; ex-
perlence In counseling or financlal
aids helpful.

SALARY; Negotiable D.O.E. '

Applications will close on November

19, 1976. Please address inquiries to
virginia  Mariow, ' Administrative
Assistant, Native Services  Depart-
ment, Tanana ' Chiefs. Conference,
First and Hall Streets, Fairbanks,
Alaska 99701. { 2

HELP WANTED

ALASKA COURT SYSTEM
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

The Alaska Court System s curr-

rently recruiting for the position of '

Area Court Administrator for the
fourth Judicial District, which is head
quartered in Fajrbanks.

:This position s responsible . for
administrative ‘‘control of all non-
‘ Judicial activities of the trial court
and magistrate ' court in the fourth
judicial district. '

The area court administrator serves
at the pleasuré of the court and
works under the supervision of the
presiding judge.

The ‘annual sajary is $40,836 per
year. yhi ;

Preferred minimum qualifications
-or an appropriate college degree plus
four years of : professional work
experience of which two years were

. as a court administrator.

For further Information contact the
Personnel Office at 303 K" Street,
Anchorage, Alaska 99501,

! e received no later
1976.

must b
than December 31,

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYVER

APPLICATIONS 'FROM MINOR-
ITIES ARE ENCOURAGED §

|| cordova, Alaska 99574
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Tillie Heaters and Lamps
Electric Motors~-All-Types

Complete Service For
Wolders -

Write today for further
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 PICTURES, INC.

811 8th Ave, Anchvage
—Serving Alaska Since 1939—
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» Custom made nugget jeweiry
s Watch repair . 5

Perdue Jewelry

706 Noble © 456-5108
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ALL MAKES - IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ..
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Write for Information and Price Lists.
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Model and Equipment.
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