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"TRADITIONAL '‘QASEQEQ’ BUILT BY TUNUNAK

THE TEA BREAK of the Qaseqeq employees seen t'irough the

new entrance

PAINSTAKING PROCESS of splitting of logs involved two men
with the axes and some wooden wedges to accomplistied the job.

Olanna Elected
Mr. Melvin Olanna was elect-

ed president of the “xperimental

Arts & Crafts Center at the re-

cent monthly meeting (Novem- J

her 21st).

Mr. Olanna, a well kiown
artist with studios in Anchorage,
works  primarily in sculpture,
jewelry, and graphic arts.  He
has been active in the develop-
ment of the Experimental Arts
and Crafts Center and contribu-
ted many mnovatve ideas to the
program planning,

Mr. Olanna, born i Shishma-
ref, studied at the University of
Aluska and the Institate of Am-
erican Arts in Santa Fe, New
Mexico.

Mrs. Saradell Ard Frederick,
professor of art at the Alaska
Methodist University, was elect-
ed vice-president. Mrs. Francine
Lastufka was re-clected secre-
tary-treasurer.

Mr. Ronald Senungetuk, pro-

tessor of art at the University of

Alaska, Fairbanks, was elected
to the Board of Directors.

Mr. Senungetuk is an out-
standing art educator and artist,
a former Fulbright scholar and
a graduate of the School for
American  Craftsmen — of the
Rochester Institute of Technol-
ogy,

THE ORIGINAL fire pit below and the main entrance above
modified to serve as the place for the oil heater and the passage
for the chimney.

- Ancient Style Log, Sod
- Community Center

Revived by Villagers

By JOSEPH L. CHIKOY AK
Fununak . Alaska

Must our nch and valuable
Iskimo cultue be the complete
victim ot the savme, AL thines
must pass?™ s obvious that
s chanee o survaval mto mod
e tmes inoabmost nothime o
one.at the ate effortsare ey
tahen 1o preserve at What s
more, we are lickime oo many
of the records needed 1o prove

that s and that Qi exise o
happen i the past
Ao, we know from ow

personal experience that the List
has been most destiue
tive 1o our Bskimo Nave cul
ture This TO-vear destructive
period has so badhy coppled om
traditional way of living that n
has demohshed our need 1o
the dog teams, Kavaks,  sod
houses and other parts of oun
way of hife

Fo some who block this pro-
cess of destruction, an adea was
introduced torebumld an alieady
totally demohished  tradinonal
Native commumty sod house i
the village of Tununak.

Ihe construction that follow
ed Tast summer was an histoneal
event. The project was under-
taken with the funds. with
hourly - pad Natve  employees
and o Nauve film crew 1o doca
ment the with sound
and color

The qaseqeq. o cadinonal
Eskimo Nanve  community
multi-purposed sod house, onee
the center of all villaee activities
is a rapidly vamshing seene from
our Alashan Native villages. The
Tununak  gaseqeq. now over a
century old,  has been heing
destroyed by old aee tor the
last tour years

Like anythung clse moow
stowly modermizmg - Native vil-
lages ats vanshing process way
natural and no one seemed 1o
care that 1t would  dsappea
tarever

Perhaps just

decade

progress

Vedr or two

more ot this selt-destruction
would have lett Tununak with
no anterest  whatsoever e

building or preserving ity most
valuable evidence of the Native
cultural hentage

Although. prior to this article,
no - efforts have been made 10
consult the public outsile ol
Tununak about the project, we

have had  some  overwhelminy
praise from  many indwidual
Alaskans. To the benefit of ow

self-consideration tor the Native
cultural values, this accomplish-
ment has given us more adeas
about the preservation of some
of our existing Natwe items

The wdea of preserving the
the Tununak quseqeq onginated
with our school board members
tom o this was then
introduced to the village counail
where 1t was dieussed as 1o
whatl progressive steps were  to
to be tned

For many past generations,
our Native custom has let us
help one another without the
need to demand for the reward
for any job accomplished But

stage it

_tebuilding of our qaseqeq had to

be done accordmg o the de-
mands of modern hving

The discussion of the idea
was concluded 1 do the project

- with the hardest problem toward

the  completion of this plan
which was then. sl considered
as only a dream.

Presentation of the plan to
Operation Mainstream and  the
Office of Economic Opportunity

wWas o pretty well considered

These two sourees granted the

village the sum of S35000 10
work the  project mto com
pletion Aind the monion pic

e coverage Was provided by
SRy iver

Rebuildime of ihe quseqgey
commenced e Julvo w1
Native emplovees and e film
aren ol twvo Natives  The waork
imvohved the complete aeplace
ment of the old
tures trom the toundation tothe

wooden st

oot

Progiess on this project was
tather slow somy e the
techmques and the tools used
were that ot our Native tiaditon
Lhe foes tor the soacture were
towed i by boat from as fgr as
20 mules up north

Some ooy o beoused tor
the laver between the trame
and s die covermye were pame
stakmely sphean halt wadi ases
andthe Natives made wooden
wedges, Inospite ot this slow
process. the work was completed
months atter the stating date

The tnadinonal erand openiny
celebration took place Oct 2
The celebration beean with the
feast tor all the willagers,
cludimg some mvitations tor ow
newwhbonng villaees Toksook
and Mekonvuk

Many vanieties of Native tood
angiye brom aqutag (Nt
Eshumo aee cream) o boiled seal
meat, were served with the adidit

1on ot store coods
Ihe was tollowed by
ourall-time Tavonte activaty
the Eskimo danee Alone with
mboduction (o dhie | skimo
danang moour new gaseqeq
the audience was ntormed ot
the future use and presenvation
of the qaseqeq m veas to come
The dances were overwliclinengly
cpoved by participants o
the vounge and old gencrations
The SKy niver motion pictuie
crew that provided the coveraee

feast

was there to record b e
action with Tomm sound
movie camerd Fhis movie will
soon heavanlable tor o public
viewmy, under the catevory ot
documentary .

Unal then, we the Tununak

villagers would Bke toexpross
our most simeere thanks 1o the
tollowing people and tirms tor
thewr concern and cooperation
toward makig the preservation
of the Tununak gaseqeq possible
Lununak  school bowd
hiead, Dick Lincoln and teltow
board  members 1or the dea,
Lununak  willage counail presi-
dent Andiew Chikoyak and
fellow council members tor then

I he

willingness and concern to I
cept the wdea and back it up.
Operation Mamstreanm
the Ottice of Eeoneime Oppor

and

tumty tor then generous dong
ton ol S33000 John Aneaah
tor s assistance on the com

munication between the villaee
council and  Operation Mam-
stream, the qaseqeq employees.
Jimmy Inakak . George Kanniluk
Victor Kannlak, George Hooper,

Ocar Usugan, Jack - Angaak,
Tommy  Angawak,  Paul Carl,
Jents Flvnn, Billy Flynn and

Tommy Kusauyak tor then time
and cffort and the Skynver hilm
crew of Andrew and Joe Chiko-
vak tor full coverage of the
qaseqeq project

Thank you all tor the job
well done. You all have parti-
cipated - the greatest first step
toward the preservation ot rich
valuable Native culture.



