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BETHELB ELI PHSP S HAVEE UNIQUEUNIQ E DOGOG MUSHINGM S I1 FUN
BETHEL special the

bethel dog mushersbushers club spon-
sored two races on march 29
there was an unusual twist to
these races

in the men s race in the morn
ing the dogteam owners rode I1in
the sleds while the doctors and

pharmacists from the PHS hos-
pital took over as the mushersbushersmushers

in the afternoon the nurses
tried their luck at driving the
dogs while the docy4ogteamdocyteamteam owners
got another free ride in the sleds

the day s activities ended with
a pot luck dinner in the kusko

kwimgwim klub house in the hospi-
tal almost all the participants
attended the evenings festivities

the dog mushersbushers club gave
native artifacts as prizes to the
hospital personnel that placed
both first and last in the races

the racers that happened to
be lucky enough to pick peter
jacobs team were the winners
peter s dogs led the group both
in the morning and the after-
noon

dr vogel won the menmenss
race and mrs loretta wyatt a
registered nurse from the hos-
pital won the women s race

after the awards nick ash-
epak and peter jacob entertain-
ed evereveryonevone with their eskimo
dances

paul gregory a supervisor at
the hospital was responsible for
organizing the races although
paul has owned a snow machine
he is one of the supporters that
is trying to keep dogteamsdog teams a
part of the eskimo way of life

paul peter jacotjacol and ella
sallaffie have been instrumental
in forming the bethel dog mush
ers club theyhopeThey hope to expand
their group and bring in mem-
bers from the surrounding vill-
ages

their next race will be on
april 12 inin bethel anyone with
a dogteam is welcome to enter

the hospital personnel will
remember this past weekend watnwiiwitn
fond memories Ttwyaeyiey enjoyed
being included in the club s ac-
tivitiestivi ties
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ELDERLY ESKIMO WOMEN kuskuskokwimkokwim city of bethel goes for i

dog sled races in a big way sometimes more than 100 teams
converge there from the outlying villages recently bethel put on
races for the public health service personnel there which resulted
in great fun two elderly eskimo women reflect the fun had by all

all bethel photos by JOHN TOOMER

1 SNOGOSNO GO TUMMY ACHE nick ashepak of bethel in his eskimo
dance is innovating the stomach pain that comes from the not so
gentle ride on a snow machine eskimos make up songs and dances
based on modern events drummer is peter jacob little boy
enjoying the dance is billy wyatt

A

J

RACE participants at theie sled dog races recently at bethel PHS personnelp and
bethel people had the racingestrac ingest fun some of the participants were top row left to
right miss janice howe mrs jeanette morton miss louise willman miss nancyna church

1 ill mrs carla lang and mrs loretta wyatt front row left to right george beaver elia
sallaffie golga chief moses anvil paul gregory peter jacob sitting on the floor isgusmakgushak alexie
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janeane wallen Ufiutilizeslizes
museummuseum Ccultureulturealture value
by THOMAS RICHARDS JR

staff writer

under the leadership of jarrejaite
wallen the alaska state museum
is aiding the indians of south-
eastern alaska to achieve an
appreciation for their cultural
heritage the museum is present-
ly engaged inin several programs
aimed to that goal

ourdour main concern is toward
making the museum useful to
people making iti t a thing of the
future instead of the past the
museum director told the tundra
times passing on information
is important

the museum has become a
pplacelace where voungyoung chilcatsChil cats and
tlingits can come to learn about
their past recently in the ju-
neau neighborhood youth corps
program the enrollees werewerealaerealal
lowedblowed to come to the museanmuseurnmuseun
as part of the program

the girls who would hardhardly
ever come to class came to thetile
museum almost every afternoon
and evelinoeveninoeveningt mrs wallen ex-
plainedpla ined it was a source of pride
for them to become aware of
their heritage

amongmong the many visitors are
a number of young indian child-
ren they come to studvstuda the
totem poles and learn how to go
about carving they studied it
and learned it right

to know what colors to use
and how to carve different fig-
ures iss important stated mrs
wallen

she also I1indicatedi that natnativeive
art is becoming much more in
demand

there really is a role for the
native population of alaska to
profit economically from their
background wwithoutI1

i thout sacrificing
quality this iss something that
really deserves a long look be-
cause of the tourist trend they
will be wanting to bubevbuv more
ththingsI1 ngs

in the field of native artwork
mrs wallen believes that the
older generation of alaskan na-
tives those who are now grand-
parents will be most instrument-
al in preserving their culture she
cited a presentation by david
williams of hoonahhookah as an ex-
ample

williams explained the reason
ing behind the design of tlingittlmgit
art and carvings

he told of how the canoe
paddle is carved a certain way in
order that it will not drip water
and make noise and in the way
he explained it people who had
lived in the area amid these
things all their lives finally began
to understand

mrs wallen hopes to use a
grant from the office of the
aging to employ the older peo-
ple who are familiar with the
manymanvganv facets of their culture so
that they maymav work in the
museum

there are other programs af-
filiatedfilfilialatedted with the museum which
work toward similar achieve-
ments dr walter soboleff now
teaches a special class intended
to teach native students of their
heritage

it has been proven very suc-
cessfulcess ful with the class being pack-
ed with eager pupils the course
has even been given college cred-
it

funds permitting the pro
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MRS JANE WALLEN

grams mavmay become more diversi-
fied

there are other ways in
which the museum ouldcould be
used this could be expanded
to the teaching of languages
mrs wallen said

the teaching of native lang-
uages is consideredcons ideaedidered by many to
be of extreme imimportnaceimport nacnace

the awakenedinterestawakened interest in re-
viving the culculturalal heritage of
alaska s natives is credited to a
great extent to the centennial
by the museum director

this and the eskimo olym-
pics and other programs have
played an important role in
bringing about this dwaawarenessreness
0off natnativeive culture she continued

another matter which has
helped to bring about the mu-
seum s popularity is the attitude
of the staff toward collecting
materials

As far as I1 am concerned
the museum will not use anything
that isncisn t agreeable to both sides
of the fence mrs wallen stated
the days of paternalism are

over in my thinking
this is demonstrated in the

manner that the museum wishes
to conduct a program for the
preservation of totem poles mu-
seum personnel will be traveling
through southeastern alaska col-
lecting totem poles and frag-
ments for preservation

permission of the families who
traditionally own them will be
sought before they are obtained

the museum s greatest asset
may be in its director mrs
wallen travels extensivelyextensivelv col-
lecting

i
artifacts for thetile mmuseum

and working to preserve import-
ant historical sites she is enthus-
iastic inin explaining the role of
the museum and in winning
support for its many projects

1I have worked with the mmu-
seum

u
for four years the direct-

or told the tundra times you
wwouldswouldnouldn t believe this but I11 maj-
ored inin brazilian studies in col-
lege when I1 finished school I1

had the choice of going to brazil
and living with my parents or of
following myiusbendmypusbend to juneau
I1 chose to come to alaska

there she stayed to become
director of the alaska state
museum she resides with her
husband bob who is a juneau
artist

when mrs wallen was asked
to comment on her attitude
toward the museum she con-
cluded 1I enjoyitenjoenjoysyitit very much
and continue to be aascfascfascinatedi batednated
with the work


