Inupiat Paitot People’s Heritage

Den Nena Henash Our Land Speaks

Unanguq Tunuktaug The Aleuts Speak

Vol. 6 No., 146

Gravel Seeks
Village Affairs
Avuthority

U.S. Senate Candidate Mike
Gravel ized the import-
ance of Native participation in
all programs designed to im-
prove conditions in Alaska’s rural

Gravel, recently returned to
Anchorage frosn a tour of South-

- eastern Alaska towns and vil-.

lages, said, “The fact of the
matter is we need the help of
Alaska’s Native poor before we
can one cent on them.”

The candidate called for form-
ation of a Village Affairs Auth-
ority, a which he said
would be composed of federal,
state, and local agencies with

Native leadership to organize and

oversee these problems.

“Most of our attempt to
reach poverty-stricken villagers
are haphazard, uncoordinated,
and unplanned,” Gravel said.
“And—more importantly—they
are often done without real
kno of Native needs.”

The Village Affairs Authority
with its combined es ap-
proach and its Native participa-
tion would avoid the duplication,
inefficiency, and. neglect that
have occured in the past, the
Senate candidate explained.

“What we want is a planned,
orderly, systematic way of deal-

(Continuad on page 4}

Editorial—

Barrow Should Gird to

Barrow is delivering the main

Gov. Walter J. Hickel in protest
to the of the oil com-
panies regarding to the treatment
of the native people of the
Slope in connection with the
use of lands traditionally.

The following wire is self-
explanatory:

“Alaska Federation of Natives
is as gratified as you are with

Rule Own Cummunity

. With the discovery of great oil resources on the
North Slope, it is already becoming very evident that
great many people will be traveling to the north and quite
a few of this great influx could be secking room to live

in the community of Barrow.

During the quite a few years in the past to the
present, Barrow has been noted as one of the larger
Eskimo communities that has as its own officials—its
own longtime residents- the Eskimos. Barrow city council
is known as one of the most effective local governments
in northern Alaska. Having had this, Barrow has been

moving

forward with energy toward realistic community
development that has amazed out-of-the-area observers.
Barrow has zip and go because of its strong local govern-
ment whose members are calculating and who are not
afraid to speak out for their people.

In view of the probable influx of people to the Top
o’ the World community, the present leadership there
should look ahead and plan to keep its own governing
powers to continue while keeping in mind the needs and
requirements of those who will be

(Continaed on page J)
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coming in to live.
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