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HARDHATTED CONSERVATIONCONSERVATIONIST-GordonCONSERVATIONISTGordonIST-GordonISTGordon-- Wright , represenrepresen-represen-
ting

represen-
ting

-¬-

ting the Alaska Conservation Society on the AEC junket toto-
Amchitka

to-
AmchitkaAmchitka , salutes TUNDRA TIMES ., Wright , from Fairbanks ,

conductscondconducts.lctslcts. the University-FairbanksUniversityFairbanks- Symphony Orchestra ., HeHe-

said

He-

saidsaid he was "unimpressedunimpressed"unimpnunimpn"" ssed and unconvinced " by AEC argumentsarguments-

onon the trip that Cannikin is a relatively safe nuclear project .
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IN HIS GOVERNMENTSGOVERNMENT'SGOVERNMENTS'' SERVICE-AnSERVICEAnSERVICE-An-.AE-
C

SERVICEAn.AE-
CSERVIC-EA-n.AE-CAE-C- .-

,. AEC official pausespapausespauses-
during

sesses-
duringduring the August 26 Amchitka: junket tolightto-lightlight.- his pipe ,toJight_
before proceeding on with reportersreporter$ and invitedinvH-edinvHed- V.LP'sV.LPsVLPsVf.P"sVf.PsVfPsV.t.P'sVt.PsVtPs.,.. ."' in thethe-
tour

the-
tourtour of the island .
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STATESTATE REPRESENTATIVE AND NATIONALNATIONAL'TVNATIONALTV' TV REPORTER-REPORTERREPORTER-
On

-
On , the AEC-charteredAECcharteredAEC-charte'rcharte'rcharter-- ' d ReeveReeVReeve Aleutian Airways Alectra: ,. StateState-
Representative

State-
RepresentativeRepresentative John HelenHolen (R-FairbanksRFairbanksR-FalrbanksFalrbanksR .:-- Fairbanks ) discusses the CannikinCanniklnCannikln-
nuclear

Cannikin-
nuclearnuclear .blastblast.,blblastst withitt1 CBS .TelevisionTelevisiontelevlslon.: , News ', reporter, Terry Drink-DrinkDrink-
water

Drink-
w

Drink-
water

-

wwaterter ,, just beforebef9re the landinglandJng at AmchitkaAmchltka .

"

AMCHITKA ISLAI4D-Re-ISLAI4DReISLAND-Re-ISLANDISLAI4DRe-
"orters

ISLANDRe-
porters

ISLANDRe-
porters

- -

porters"ortersorters" and others werewere broughtbrought-
here

brought-
herehere..ereere. on August 26 for a tour andand-
and

and-
andand briefingbriefmg by the Atomic EnerEner-Ener-
gy

*.-
gy Commission on the OctoberOctober-
underground

October-
undergroundunderground nuclear blast calledcalled-
Project

called-
ProjectProject CannikinCannildn . Cannikin isis-
to

is-
toto be a 5-Megaton5MegatonS-MegatonS-Megaton5Megaton5 - (equivalentequivalent-
toto S5 million tons of TNT )
explosion ,. detonated more thanthan-
one

than-
oneone mile below the surface ofof-
Amchitka

of-
AmchitkaAmchitka IslandIslam!.

'. Nearly seventy , includingincluding-
AEC

including-
AECAEC personnel , took the trip,

departing Anchorage at 7 ajna.mam.. .

in a chartered Lockheed ElectraElectra-
from

Electra-
fromfrom Reeve Aleutian Airways..

Several AFN representatives ,

staffers from the offices of thethe-
A1as1ca

the-
AlaskaAlaskaA1as1ca congressionalcongressonal! delegationdelegation-
conservationists

delegation-
conservationistsconservationists ,. reprerepresentatives-
of

representativesntativesntatives-
ofof Alaskan industry and labor ,

and government officials (incluinclu-inclu-
ding

inclu-
ding

¬-

ding several state legislators )
joinedjoinedreportersreporters from nationalnational-
and

national-
andand state media and press forfor-
the

for-
thethe journey , along with a manman-
who

man-
whowho might well stop the blastblast-
through

blast-
throughthrough legal action : IliodorIliodor-
Philemonof

Iliodor-
PhilemonofPhilemonof (see related story ,

page 1)1) of the Aleut Leauge .

Participants on the tourt ur werewere-
tust

were-
firstfirsttust fed lunch at the AEC'sAECsAEC's-
cafeteria

AEC's-
cafeteria

'
cafeteria on the island after thethe-
fourhour

the-
fourhourfour-hourfourhour- flight from AnchoAncho-Ancho-
rage

Ancho-
rage

-¬-

rage, and then were bussed toto-
the

to-
thethe site of the Cannikin blast..
The site looks a bit Licelike anan-
oil

an-
oiloil field , with a large derrickderrick-
and

derrick-
andand sits roughly halfway bebe-bebe-
tween

be-
tween

¬-

tween the Bering Sea and thethe-
Pacific

the-
PacificPacific Ocean on this treeless ,.
desolate island .

Members 'ofof' the tour werewere-
shown

were-
shownshown accompanying cable andand-
monitoring

and-
monitoringmonitoring equipment , and thenthen-
taken

then-
takenpreviousAmchitkataken to theth sites of the previous
Amchitka nuclear blasts , propro-pro-
jects

pro-
jects

-¬-

jects Longshot and Milrow . SciSci-Sci-
entists

Sci-
entists

¬-

entists explained at LongshotLongshot-
how

Longshot-
howhow some leaked radioactivityradioactivity-
had

radioactivity-
hadhad been measuredm asured in nearbynearby-
ponds

nearby-
pondsponds several months after thethe-
blast

the-
blastblast ,. but noted that none hadhad-
been

had-
beenbeen yet detected from the 1-11-

megaton
11-

megaton
-.

megaton Milrow blast set offoff-
nearly

off-
nearlynearly two years ago as a "calicali"cali-"cali-
bration

"cali-
bration

" ¬-

bration test"" or safety checkcheck-
for

check-
forfor larger tests .

The building that housedhoused propro-pro-
ject

pro-
ject

-¬-

ject Milrow at ground zeroiero stillstill-
stands

still-
standsstands.. One AEC officialofficiaJ ,. whenwhen-
asked

when-
askedasked why the amazingly-intactamazinglyintactamazinglyintact-
structure

amazinglyintact-
structure

-

structure has not been torntomtom-
down

torn-
downdown ,. replied to a reporter , "toto"to-
show

"to-
show

"
show to people like you ,,"" appa-appaappa-
rently

appa-
rently

-

rently- " implying"- uplying
u- plyingappa"uplying" that the buil-builbuil-
ids'as

buil-
ding

buil-
ding

-

ding ststandndsids'asidsas'
as testimony to thethe-

relative
the-

relativerelative safety of undergroundunderground-
testing

underground-
testingtesting.. Later ,. scientists admitadmit-admit-
ted

admit-
ted

¬-
ted that they had really expecexpec-expec-
ted

expec-
ted

¬-
ted the MflroMilro building to be,be desdes-des-
troyed

des-
troyed

-¬-

troyed .
At the short press conference ,

'-

staff
s-

taff
'-

staffand
,'

AECABC staffstaffandand scientists exex-exex-
plained

ex-
plained

¬-
plained thatthatI 'CannikinCannikinI' is principrinci-princi-
pally

princi-
pally

¬-
pally a weapons test for thethe-
test

the-
testtest for the Spartan missile , toto-
fmd

to-
findfindfmd out "whetherwhether"" or not thethe-
explosive

the-
explosiveexplosive works and how well ,,"
in the words ofPhilip Coyle , thethe-
test

the-
testtest group director ., The AECAEC-
"cannot

AEC-
"cannot"cannotcannot"reportsthatcomment " on reportsreports-
thatthat the Office of Science andand-
Technology

and-
TechnologyTechnology had recommendedrecommended-
thatthat President NixonNixo , not signsign-
the

sign-
thethe finalfmal order authorizingauthrizing thethe-
blast

the-
blastblast , although the AEC'sAECsABC'sABCs' HenryHenry-
Vermillion

Henry-
VermillionVermiUionVermillion diddidnotenote , thatthati );' "wewe"we-
do

"we-
do

"
do not now intend any teststests-
brger

tests-
largerlargerbrger thantlWi Cannikin for AmchitAmchit-Amchit-
ka.It

Amchit-

In

¬-

ka.ka.ItkaIt." , vv'-
In

' '

'InIn', In response tototetechnicaltecluica1chnical ques-quesques-

tions
quesques-ques-

tions
-¬-

tions from the TUNDRA TIMES ,
Dr . MelMet Merritt insisted ':; that . aa-
recent

a-
recentrecent SCIENCE magazinemagaiine t(;artiarti-arti-
cle

arti-
cle

¬-

cle , by MIT professors did notnot-
change

not-
changechange hishis-opinionhisopinion"opinionopinion"'- that a CanCan-Can-
nikincaused

¬.-
nikin-causednikincaused-- large earthquake ' isis-
unlikefy

is-
unlikelyunlikelyunlikefy , beyond the estimated
7.070. <', Richter 'magnitudemagnitude' of r! thethe-
blast

the-
blastblast itself , (see relatedtelatedrelated story,.
pageaelaelEstimates1)1).

Estimates are that thetheJJ',, oneone-
day

one-
dayday junket cost the governmentgovernment-
more

government-
moremore than $30,00030000$ , .
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MILES OF CABLES FOR ONE BOMBBOMB-ThisBOMBThis--This is the cablecabl room onon-
Amchltka

on-
AmchitkaAmchitkaAmchltka where the cables and wiring for monitoring , controlcontrol-control-
ling

control-
ling

¬-

ling and detonating thettle CannikinCannikln blast will be reeled out as thethe-
bomb

the-
bombbomb is lowered to more than a mile below the ground surface .
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AEC FIELDS QUESTlONS-AtQUESTlONSAtQUESTIONS-AtQUESTIONS-- a press conference at AmchitkaAmchitka-
after

Amchitka-
afterafter the island tour, AEC staff answeranWer$ questions from reporters .

From left to right : Dixon Steward , AEC , Anchorage ( sitting ) :

Dr . Mel Merritt , of AEC and Sandia Corporation , effectseffects-
geophysicist

effects-
geophysicistgeophysicist ; Henry VermiUionVermillion , Public Relations Officer forfor-
the

for-
thethe AEC; Dr . Philip Coyle , ofot the University of California andand-
the

and-
thethe AEC , test group director ; and Robert Thalgott"rhalgottrhalgott" , AEC , CannikinCanniklnCannikln-
test

Cannikin-
testtest manager .

-PhotosPhotos-PlwtosPlwtos- by FRED BROWN
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TOP SECRETSECRET-ReportersSECRETReporters-Reporters saw thisthismonitoringmonitoring equipment Inside aa-
tr

a-

trailertrtrailertrailerlIerl afterafterfter being told : "We'reWere" ' in a '-
secured

s-

ecured'-
secured

s-

ecured'
secured area , with all thesethese-

trailers

these-

trailerstrailers , and we'dwedweld'
.
likeike to show , yoiiyyyouU

' part of it , which , is difficultdifficult-
So

difficult-
So

.
-SoSo.So-. we'veweve' declassifieddeclassified one trailer so you can see this.."

.
1" ,


