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The Tardy Voyage

Of North Star m

We do not know, of course, why the North Star |11'was
- so late in starting its annual voyage to the Arctic com-

munities this year.

The fact is that it was approximately

two ‘to three weeks late in attempting to reach Barrow
when in the past it made its run to the continent’s nor-
thernmost point, unload its tons and tons of valuable sup-
plies, around the first few days of the month of Septem-

ber,

Past experierices of the famed supply ship of the Bu-
reau of Indian' Affairs have proven that the earliest part
of the month was the time to reach Barrow. .To try to
reach the big Eskimo village later than that time is a risky

business.

Heavy icefields begin to drift in then and they

areimpenetrable for a ship of North Star 111's type-a Vic-
tory. ship of World War Il vintage. True, there had.been
unusual weather conditions around Barrow. this year but
.a huge fleet of water craft did get to Prudhoe. Bay approx-
imately 150 miles past the village.

The failure of the ship's arrival at Barrow puts that
community in precarious straits. True, the most critically
needed supplies will probably be air frelghted but other
things like heavy equipment and lumber needed for con-

struction will probably not reach Barrow. this year.

This

will mean-a whole year's delay for needed material for

construction,
have made avanlable

let "alone jobs that. those materials would

What happened? Did logistical scheduling break down
in Seattle where the North Star 111 begins its annual voy-
age to Barrow? Whatever it was, there was a cause for de-
lay. ‘This was a very costly one. ‘Arctic canditions do not

tolerate ill-timed efforts.

The captain of the ship, Ham-

mond, and his men would have delivered if their schedule’
had been right. Their skill and knowledge of the condi-
tions at that precise time of the-year--around the f:rst
week of September--would have prevailed.

. PROCLAMATION

American Indian Week

WHEREAS, (the* Alaska In-
dians are hosts to'a.Convention
of the National Congress of Am-
erican Indians; and

-WHEREAS, - - the © National
Congress " of  American Indians
is the -only national Indian or-

ganization. serving the majority -

of the Indian tribes in the United
States; and
WHEREAS, ' - the
Congress. of 'American  Indians
has- attained its objectives in a
peaceful ‘and lawful manner for
the Indian people;and :
‘WHEREAS, the National
Congress of American Indians
has . contributed much to the
" growth and well-being of the In-
dians of the United States: and

WHEREAS, the National
Congress of American Indians
stands ready to help its people
through concerted efforts in rais-
ing the health standards, provid-
ing better educational opportun-
ities, serving as public relations,
and otherwise providing accurate
information- to lhe Amencan
public; and

WHEREAS, Lllc Natijonal

National

Congress: of American Indians
has honored the City of Anchor-
age and the State of Alaska by
Jolding -its° Annual Convenuon
here:

NOW,  THEREFORE, 1,
KEITH H. MILLER, Governor
of the State of Alaska, do here-
by proclaim the week of October
18 through 24,1970, as .

" AMERICAN INDIAN WEEK :
throughout Alaska and_call up-
on all citizens to reflect during
this time on their Indian ¢itizens
in acknowledging their efforts
to realize greater achievements
in education, economic stability
and other pertinent necessities
of life.

IN: WITNESS WHEREOF, 1
have "hereunto set my hand and
caused the Seal of the State of
Alaska to- be affixed this ninth
day ‘of April in the year of our
Lord nineteen hundred and sev-
enty. .

/S/ KEITH H. MILLER'

Governor
)

ATTEST: 1S/ ROBERT WARD
Secretary of State’
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(An Account of Emil Notti's Race for Secre’tary of State)

_ (Editor’s Note: The follow-

mg comments were  submitted

"to the Tundra Times by John .,
Havelock, a 38-year-old Anchor- -
‘age attorney’ who managed the

Emil Notti campaign. He also
~_writes a regular Sunday column
for the Anchomge News.: The.

Tundra' Times was. unable. to -

print his 10% page statement.

in full-due.to a lack of space.)
This - article is a_report on

how Emil Notti’s race for Secre-

‘tary of State went and what the_
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Poem Finds Way

To Indlian Studies

A poem entitled “Chippewa

Sage”, written' by ‘Oliver Ever-

ette, an. English professor at the
Unwversity ot Aldska, will: be

. used in"the Indian Studles Pro- :

gram ‘in the aneapohs Minn.
schools.

“As. printed .on lhe ednonal
page, the poem tells of the In-
dian’s reverence for the natural
world around him.

Everette’s work found its way
into 'the Minneapolis school sys-
tem through Esther Nahgahnub,
the former editor of ‘an Indian
newspaper, Drumbeat.

Currently a- member of the
Audio Visual Dept.-Indian Stud-
ies of the Minneapolis schools,
Miss Nahgahnub is now writing
educational units.

She requested the use of Pro-
fessor Everette’s: poem for such
a unit.

In speaking of the Indian’s
o rehglous ceremony or deep grat-
itude”, the poem would empha-
size the deep feelings that we
harbor for the Great Spirit,”
Miss Nahgahnub wrote in a letter
to Everette.

She is-a Fond du lac Indian.

“With your help,” she added,
“we could bring a lot of feeling
into some of these units.”

“You must, feel very deeplyl

about “‘the on.mal people,”she
wiote “Everette, *‘and without
having ‘been told otherwise, 1
would have taken you for one of
us.

fr‘ﬁri‘(frﬁrt‘r

Poems—

_ Chippewa Sagg |

“When you pray to Sky
throw back your deerskins:
Sky hides

when you hide somelhing "

The silver swathed his neck and
face

“Mellowed 80 autumns by. the

lake.

“Though beaver’s brother
builds his house
under falling waters
does he forget the Sky?”

Though' you walk: thru woods

and marshes,

love the: sunshine, cherish the -

darkness.
. —=0liver Everelte

Thi’s. Is Indian

“Soft eye§ and wide mouth

nose sculptured by an artist
Body molded like tempered steel
A Kind of relaxed tension.

Basic iri grace and agility
render into it an animal quality
scar it with a white inan’s knife
adding only to the beauty
That is Indian.’

——Esier Nahgahnub

results mean - for the interest of
Natlve people...

There were many substantlal
'handlcaps to. the Emll Notti.
campaign.

The campaign gol alate start -
.because Emil Notti was a reluc:

tant candidate, stepping in only
when it was clear no other Native
leader would take up the chal-
lenge. ' !

‘The: most severe handlcap
was a lack of money. The. de-
cision was made to plunge most

.of the money into a statewide . .

mailer leaving little for travel-

‘ing and for radio ads and none

for television advertising. |
Emil Notti lost the election
but in do‘ng 50 he made a show-

“ing. which. stunned regular. fol:

lowers of Alaska politics. i
-Red Boucher won the nom-

ination with a vote of .14,704.;
Emil Notti;came in'second with’
112,759, beating Chuck Sassara*
by over 2,000 votes. 1
The taste of defeat is never

sweet but in defeat, Emil Notti

pulled off an astonishing politic- ;

al feat.

. What was the source of Notti
strength? . - The ‘answer’ comes
easily  to the lips: the  Native
vote. . Wrong.. And'thisis where
the lesson for the Native people
begins.

The total Native vote for can-
didates of both parties in the
primary race is estimated at a-
bout 11,000. Using the election
return data and the census data
that is available, the evidence is
convincing that Emil Notti’s vote:
from Native people did not ex-
ceed 6,800.

The native in Alaska is a mem-
ber of a minority and as such a
member should use a certain
style -for getting things done.
That style includes: first, use of
“leverage”, and second, “coali-
tion politics.”

Leverage is making the most
of what you have.

The 65 per cent showed there
is an_unmistakable Native vote
but for maximum leverage that

,vote must go to 85 or 90 per

cent. :
The Native' must use party
lines not be fooled:by ' them.
Native people must go back and
forth .across party lines seeking
the maximum advantage. -
Leverage means making the
most of the primary system.
The second principle of mi-

nority politics lS coalition pow- "

er;
The Native people must throw
in their lot with other minori-

ties who have a similar stake in’

the future. The Native interest
is-in building a majority coali-
tion for change. . )
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Y Perhabs the first partner for
the Native people 'should be the

youth of! the State. . The young * :

have been stimulated to‘demand

' change by . their unique .recog-

nition of the moral duty of the
society to. give jusuce to oppres-

- sed or disadvantaged minorities.

Whatever their age, the black

‘and  othet racial'minorities - of

Alaska are usually of similar
mind’and have: similar interests.

Poverty knows no color line.:.

The non-Native poor are natural-

ly ‘allied with Native aspirations. .

The conservationists -are in
sympathy with the Native desire
to live in balance, -with nature

and not to tear up the counlry-.

side.

The Nativé movement is the
logical force to provide the lead:
ership and discipline which will
overcome the frustration ‘from
political ineffectiveness l'aced by
the minerities.

The' steps to be: taken are:
First, increased . political educa-
tion from top to.bottom. Know
who 'the true friends of the Na-
tive people are. Make sure the
word gets out to all of the

" people.

Second, respect your leader-
ship.
ferences of opinion will arise as
to who is the ‘best candidate. A

decision must be made and once -

it is-made ‘it must be followed,

even if you feel it was wrong, or '

the leverage will be lost. Group
solidarity is more important than
any personal opinion.

The native leadership through-
out the State is organizing.a po-
litical education. committee call-
ed Alaska Native Political Educa-
tion Committee (ANPEC).

There was criticism of AN-
PEC’s action “in the primary.
Some of it was deserved. Some
was not. The most just criticism
was that 'ANPEC acted too fast
before people knew about the
organization.

It was wrong to criticize

ANPEC for making endorse-
ments in- a primary. Primary
endorsements ' give . the ~best

chance. of getting. the kinds of
officeholders you want.

While this essay has spoken
of the mechanics of establishing
political influence, the People
should not lose sight of justice
in ‘the search for power. When
the .day comes, .and it shall,
when ‘the Native people share
fully ‘in their entitlements of
power and influence in the State
of Alaska, I hope they will re-
member the taste of injustice
and not ‘abuse their power as
some who now hold power have
done.
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