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Editorial— -
Bethel Fish Squabble

There is sanething sod ond golling about the con-
troversy involving the Bethel Fishermen’s Co—op and the
Ctate of Alaska. The most touching thing about it
perhaps, is that the native fishermen involved in it are
apporently being used to confuse the issue. A divide
and conquer method is being used on them becouse they
are new to the venture—a brave effort to do something
for themselves with the help of those who are willing
to do so, but which is apparently being frowned upon.

The Bethel area native fishermen hod formed

cooperative last year with a freezer facility to go along

with it. That freezer was destroyed by fire last foll and
left co—op. with no processing means for this year’s
fishing season.

Sensing difficulty in marketing their fish this year,
the co—op acquired the assistance of the Alaska Swate
Community Action Progrom and on arrangement was mak
to sell fresh—cought salmon to o Japanese freezer ship.

When the setup become imminent that it would be

utilized, things began to happen. The state begon to
moke moves as if to stop the tronsaction. Charges of
intimidotion ogainst the fishermen begaon to appearin
the press. In the process, the members of the Bethel
Fishermen's Co—op became confused. Members begon to
oppose other members. Things got sticky end it looked
as if the cooperative would disintegrate. An impasse
threatened.

The way we see the controversy in Bethel is that it
was started perhaps inodvertently by the arrongement
by the fishermen and the ASCAP to sell the co —ep
bought fish to the Jopanese freezer ship. It was an
emergency setup 1o market the salmon catch for this
year because the co—op fishemen lacked freezing
focilities.

The legolity of the transoction seems to be on the
side of the fishermen becouse they ore doing nothing
drastically different thon the forest products processors
loading their poducts on Japonese ships in Ketchikan,
Sitka ond Wrongell.

There is @ concerted effort today to encble the
native people 10 eam incomes thot would moke them
more comfortable in living. The Bethel Fishermen's
Co—op members by forming o cooperative are alse
trying to do this—to eam o foir retum for their product-
the fish. _

There should not be any opposition to this becouse
if there is, it would tend to keep them under the yoke of
second class citizens. They need to c onpete under
equal opportunities. They need to get their feet wet
seeking those opportunities and the Bethel arec fishe-
men are doing just that today. They need to grow inte
more productive citizens. '
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