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bethel fishfigh squabblesqualbbe
there is something sad and galling about the con-

troversytrofro versy involving the bethel fishermenshermensFis coopco op and the

ratefate of alaska the most touching thing about it
perhaps I1iss that the native fishermen involved in it areare

apparently being used to confuse the issue A divide
and conquer method isis being used onan them because they
oreare new to the ventureventureaventereaven turea brave effort to do somethingsomethi n 9
for themselves with the help of those who are willing
to do so but which is apparently being frowned upon

the bethel area native fishermen had formed a
cooperative fastlost year with a freezer facility to go along

with it that freezer was destrodestroyeddestroyidyid by fire I1last0st fall and

left coopco op with no proprocessingprocessinprocessioncessin 9 meansmeans forthfor thisI1 syaryear s
fishing season

sensing difficulty in marketingmark ettnaettnq Atheir0
1

1
1 r fish thisthi s yearyeai

the cocoopop acquired the assistassistanceonde of the alaskajaskiaA SMstatete

community action program and an arjangarrangarrangementem ent was made

to sell freshcaughtfresh caught salmon to a japanese freezer shipsh ip

when the setup becamebecome imminent that it would behe

utilized things began to happen the state began to
mokemake moves as if to stop the ttransaction chargescheraesqes of
intimidationintimiiiaaionation against the fishermen befantobegantobei gantgantogan t6 oppearinaooearinpearinop

the press in the process the members of the bethel
fishermenshermensFis coopco op become confusedconfusej members began to
oppose other members things got sticky and it bakedcokedboked

as if the comperacooperacooperativetive would disintegrate an impasse
threatened

the way we see the controversy inin bethel is thttitthat it
was started perhaps inadvertently by the arrangement
by the fishermen and the ASCAP to sell the coopco op
bought fish to the japanese freezer ship it was anon
emergency setup to market the salmon catch for this
year because the coopco op fishermen locked freezing
facilities

the legalityI1 of the transacttransactionaiomiom seemsseems to beonbe on the
side of the fishermen bebecausecause they oreare doing nothing
drastically different than the forestorforestprforest prproductsioducts processors
loading their products on jopjapaneseienese ships in ketchikketchikonketchikanwoon

sitkositka and Wrangwrangell11

there is a concerted effortelkert today to enable the
natinativevo people to earn incomes thetthat would makema6maa them

more comfortable in living the bethel fisherfishermenfishermenshermensFis men s
coopco oprop members by forming a0.0 cocooperativeopere five atarea also
tryingtryitotryitoto do thithisstos to earntam a fairfoi rrreturnowmcwm forfo f their productroductproductp

the fish

there should nothof be ananyy opposition to aithiss because
if there iss it would tend to keep them under theat yokeyok of

second classacie citizensci aizetizens they neednt to competec4mpef& under
equal opportuopopportunitiesportumiles they neednd to got Atheirtir feet wet
seeking those appdppopportunitiesierinierwni tits andMCAthe brehelbrfhelseaelpeael areawas fisher 0.0

men are aoiioidoingng just that today they need to grew into
more productive clcitizensteizensizens
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to the1nan joregjcmesjoseg act 0takttktmet pro-
hibits euidtheeusduse ofbf a foreignfowigbforeiga
built chipihipanpaap to op orate betybetweenbetweeobetypeimpeim
two american perto
rgov hickel pereactedxeactedsebold

vigoviganvigcneaslyfslyeysly to seitemdseaSeit Emd&artleusew 8
latest letter to theike governorvxoverwr
written on june 55.&

bartlett told hickel featftatat
this is the timetim forft hwd

cold facts we do not now
havehive those facts

bartlett wwasas nriferdrifermg to
10 quequestionsstimis hhe asked thai
governor d1gv&4whichich must be
mseransweredeV

gov hihickahickdckel calledballed on&s&nsen
Bairtbartlettlett to show more con-
cernc for what is bbestest for
alaska and alaskasalaskaasalaskansAlasAlakaasskans and
less for the muamu4influential
lobbyistshobbyists of the popowerfulgerfulwerful
US shipbuilding induindustrySOY
whichwhich hhas no shipyardsibipyatds iinn
alaska

theile governor reacted to the
publishedvublished reports about the
bartlettDartlebt letter which he said
he has nof4eceivednot received up till
last Taestuesdayday

1klI anam deeply concernedcoindenied
about the lack of under-
standingst shownshovoi by secsen
ekirtlbartlettett imcm the susubjectW eclofof the
jones act said 1hicklickelel

over the yeeivyers sen
bartlett has continued to
assure alaskawaska voters that he
realiarealizrealizeses that the jones act
places a strangleholdskiingleluadstranglehold onan
alaskasalanskas deVelopdevelopmentdevelopaentdevelopmenmenit

64andard heae hasbag rcrepeatedlyWA e
assuredsured us atjw eleckoneleckobelecuoi thaeve
over th6yeithe bewsyews daokthfttd1ok he will
work for mia jones actaa mend
ment now we learnleam that his
intentions arc directly thetho
opposite

hickelmckel canc6ncoffiffleatcdted that it
was inconceivable ahatjhatthat a
man whoio has been inin washwasl
ington since 19961936 is notfiot
familiar with the menace of
thisthig act to his hose astate

theile state has been seeking
aian amendment Min thetho jones
act or a waiver km its
restrictionstriction which prohibits
the use of a foreignforcignforeinn buiu
vessel 1iniff trade bebetweencwmtwm fi
AreamericanarericarricaR ports

an ffinendbaentamcnclment or a waiver
continue anD pegpage 6

voncowervoxouverVoncower sun
Pprintsrin editorialttediforia

thetim estiestimablemablo vancouver
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