The Bureau of Indian
Affairs announced this week

Earlier a:hhunl have been
popular with persons interest-
ed in the American Indian.
The guestions answered are
chosen from the many
thousands directed to the
Bureau during the past years.

According to Commissioner
of Indian Affairs Robert L.
Bemnnett, the answers to
some of the guestions wll
startle those with precon-
ceived ideas about Indians
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and their status in ths

“For example,”
Bennett, “many don't
realize that 8 are
citizens of the ‘[.hlied States,
have the same rights, and
pay the same applicable
taxes that everyone else
does. They vote, serve thewr
military obligation, and may
drink liguor except, perhaps,
in their own communities
where the tribe has cmtrol
of such things."

Other items: Indians do not
have to live on reservations,
although more than 300,000
out of a 552,000 total (P60
Census figures) do so.

sad

In fact, the Bureau has a* New

continuing program of

technical education and
assimilation that includes
voluntary movement of

Indians to the big cities to
work as qualified mechanics,
secretanes, service men,
laborers, and white collar
workers.

There was never a written
Indian language before the
coming of the white man, and
today there are possibly 100
different Indian tongues.

Since 1854, Bureau policy
has given employment pre-
ference to persons of one-
fourth or more Indian blood;
more than half of the 16,000
Bureau of Indian Affairs
employees are of Indian
ancestry.

Another frequently
question about Indians con-

cems the country’s 29
Indian land areas under
Federal jurisdiction. Onmly

26 states have federally
related Indian reservations,
most of them in the West.

The booklet identifies
reservations as

and

business, according to
publication. The tribes lease
mineral rights, faming and

ranching acres, conduct their

own logging qauthnnl. and
have set out to bring in-
dustrial firns to their areas,

Phone

asked

- land set
aside for specific Indian use

l_pu-ent-. _
Indian land has become big
the

P.0. Box 1067, Ferbanks
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Reservations range in lils
from Califamia mini—acre
rancherias to the vast
Navajo Reservation of 14
million acres sprawling
across northem Anzona into
Mexico and Utah.

To the question, *“‘Can
Indians live off the fruits of
their Imds?” The booklet
gives a qualified answer.

A few Indian areas have

T
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