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Crab
drwdepmiiiiciit0rw er of the e interior

biologistsologistsbi staoaedstafioked with ttheke
bdreaudfbureau of coflmfiercialc0mvmw fish-
eries I1labopatoryjawiombory zaatt aukeaike
apa1pabay alikalaska airdzirdare engagedeegagedergaiergaled iin
a massive crab wab

since IWI1961 ttoisaadsthwsands ctbr
male alaskanaiaskanAI askan king crabs
have been captured taggedtasked
aidand releasedreleasedised in soan beffarteflbrteffart to
mapmap the abuadabceabiodandeabiodande aadand dis-
tributiontribution of majormajor populat-
ions in the kodiak island and
aaseaseasternWM bering seasek areas

although ssiffiilariiiail ar&r inin pur-
pose crab4 tagging isis not eo26
simple an operationopetz6oin as bird
baldingbanding themid alaskan king
crabcrabs8 walking legslbgs may grow
totd a length of 2fect2 fedt giving
him a toe botoetotoeto toe spanpanS of
about 5 feet and the averageave rage
weight of thoseth6sethase beinbeing har-
vested at present is0 aboutlutt7pounds although 25 pound
gipantsardtsarits aarere not unknown

more formidable yetyefcef the
kingskines pincer claw isiff follyfully
capable of crunching through
a broombrom handle with the ease
and abandon of a hungry
teenager attacking a ham-
burger

however it is neither the
sheer massiveness of the
crabcrabfcrabb nornot the crunching
anilityability ofbf his great daw that
has posed difficulty forfoi
marine scientscientistsisis prudenprudently
confining tagginglaglenglaglenn activitiesactividesacrivides
to smaller members of the
species biologists have still
had to cope with the pabblepiomemprbblem
of ffinding a momorere orr less
pennpermanentanent tag

in earlier studiesstxididsa a simplesimpler
disc type tag was saitissatis-
factory for short7tcmshort term pro-
jects such as tracing migrat-
ions during a sinsingle91e season

ifehowevertjetkejktke el ac&c is
attache eaieii to a leg er
tteenflliliksthe edeefibekeflbrdie badyb6dy
cqvctwycovemwi ofor cwmlpwbdw amescmesvbhbb B
iklftathe magogm4gogflajllubjbp lk r ikjflISBO cuww91 1111041imfmmiiwry wbxiixk
milffiay occur leveniflatiflftiseveni1 vav4t aaa7a
yeat feegfteg tik poweiyowei
crabecrow rd eff NOMAfeakfejkaw aimfiaiMfi

legs carapace HI disc
taffhi after a wiewrfarf papwcxl orof
howthowth lismanusuatlyusuallyy obertobeutaeutabut a week
theug HCWrew bbdyishe MMBS forqflrq
ikethe crab goeso4ii ioa kihihilwayhisway8swayw1kyi t SRaw
ufiaafkedimaim&ed cniatacei li

for ehgwhgkateakmteaaevin4evin studiessieg
lasagjiafinglanag afamae CHS orsortorsoftor aaofe

1

mam0eaoltingtia9 seaeoasseaeoas a
spaghettieui tagbw is used

this consistscorsistsconsistconsistsfasfad a Jpiepiecer60 of
plastic tubing threaded4adkid
tarodthrodthroughgh smailerousdesmacle tissue iderim4w
the carapace ard tied
securelyely to fork aloodaloopa joop

success of a tsiggingvrotagging apoppo
oam depends largelylapgelyj&pgely won
thetheJ cooperation of Ashemenon
aad processors whoww receive
at 422 award for each tag
turifedijiturned iri to the BCF lab-
oratoryoritoiyi out of neady 17000170017.00
tataggedlige arabscrababrabs mereleasedased inini the
vicinity of kodiak island
644364439 pror 38 petperceptpercebtaist6ist of the
tagstaia have beenbeea reumreturneded withvdth
infinformationbation on the size cf the
crab andandth6the time aandi ndlocairlocat-
ion ofits recorecoveryvety

BCF resresearchersearchers are nonow
calculicalculacalculating eestimatesstimates of
natural aand fishing clrvlrmortalitymcrtalitywiwi

sshiie
mow

abesa4es a
lie

ibai4a
pfetecea we
djuja&juja mowuaj& ofA i&iabuffiuffi foi VA C

the kwe ambcmb imbfltey

oviciovibiointoibt BKB al111l wvbwy77 1
i4 vi

mte elwflwA US caic4i i
F f fojibeojib I1 & bablbjbl 0 u a

JBjrpib x9xa ijkfIJKf jmibJMjmieiB JBm
1 te16 a aialtilti ifeflw2JU 2
mixmimieftvM nordbpordbpeliiw6 a 19161916.

IHin late 1964 mamd ely 15Jjalaajapaaaspiaspia swikewd il uswarduswaydu36fl apeedameed
tolo ftbfabodrfamfcmftihemaainfiatiingfefAjir
US s8txkst6c0s of kia9 iccrafacrafcr
excepcia41iexcept ia the chomcfom0 beringberihg5edmt
&i6ijcb mdhbxl bfifbhere inakeinaksimrebrs an
mailed to botiatedBotiated aftfmjd
quotas agcabcntaavem4sti were
also bade OB reetrictiobsr6orictiws
cobceraibcoacemar the type of gearhear
totobeiitobebe iiusedsed iiw1iiieardtlhe icaeiiae aadand
sex oftasof&asof crabs tolo10 bebenbejenbe akentken

under present conservation
rules bialyofllyoialy male king crabs
over wt inches inm body width
may be harvested


