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Meeting targets toxics and environmental racism
by Tricia KingKing-

Special

King-

SpecialSpecial to the rrraTIMESTundraTIMESTundraTIME-

SPeople

/raTIMESraTIMES/

People who came from all regions ofof-

Alaska

of-

AlaskaAlaska to a conference on toxic pollutants inin-

Anchorage

in-

AnchorageAnchorage April 1I11-1411141-14114-- got some good newsnews-

and

news-

andand some bad news .,

The bad news couldn'tcouldnt'' be worse .,. Every '

living creature on the planet , no matter howhow-
far

how-

farfar from centers of industrial activity , nownow-

carries

now-

carriescarries within its body, some amount ofman-manman-

made

man-

made

man-

made

-

made toxic poison . Scientists still don'tdont' knowknow-

for

know-

forfor sure just how many harmful healthhealtheffectseffectseffects-

may

effects-

maymay be caused by the dioxin , PCBs , and pespes-pes-

ticides

pes-

ticides

¬-

ticides we call carry in our blood , fatty tistis-tistis-

sues

tis-

sues

¬-

sues , and even breast milk ,, but are concernedconcerned-

that

concerned-

thatthat the toxins we all carry right now may al-

ready

alal-alal-

ready

-¬-

ready be promising harm to future generagenera-genera-

tions

genera-

tions

¬-

tions . Chemicals applied in equatorial regionsregions-

areare steadily working their way into the ArcArc-Arc-

tic

Arc-

tic

¬-

tic. And globally , indigenous peoples andand-

other

and-

otherother minority populations often suffer aa-

comparatively

a-

comparativelycomparatively higher exposure to toxicstoxies , duedue-

to

due-

toto environmental racism perpetrated by gov-

ernments

govgov-gov-

ernments

¬-

ernments and industry
.

The good news camecameame in the form of sucsuc-suc-

cess

suc-

cess

¬-

cess stories , with examples of communitiescommunities-

who

communities-

whowho have developed effective strategies forfor-

reducing

for-

reducingreducing environmental destruction andand-

toxic

and-

toxictoxic pollution in their own areas . ConferConfer-Confer-
ence

Confer-
ence

¬-

ence speakers included people of Native ,

African-AmericanAfricanAmerican- , Asian , Hispanic , and CauCau-Cau-

casian

Cau-

casian

¬-

casian heritage from all over the world , whowho-

agreed

who-

agreedagreed that combatting harmful pollutantspollutants-

and

pollutants-

andand environmental degradation is an issueissue-

which

issue-

whichwhich now must be faced by all peoples , asas-

an

as-

anan unfortunate consequence of industrializaindustrializa-industrializa-

tion

¬.-

tion this century .
-

Ojibway Winona LaDukcLaDuke , who hashas-

worked

has-

workedworkedworkedonon environmental issues for the past

20 years and recently ran for vice presidentpresident-

ofof the U.SUS. . on the Green Party ticket , stressedstressed-

that

stressed-

thatthat meaningful change has to begin with thethe-

people

the-

peoplepeople on the land . People should not relyrely-

on

rely-

onon industry and agencies to protect them, asas-

the

as-

thethe decisions of those entities may be drivendriven-

by

driven-

byby attorneys whose primary motivation is reore-rere-

ducing

rereo-

ducing

¬-

ducing liability , she warned . People can dodo-

their

do-

theirtheir own research about the properties ofof-

toxic

of-

toxictoxic materials , learn to take their ownown-

samples

own-

samplessamples , and become a visible presence byby-

attending

by-

attendingattending stockholder meetings and callingcalling-

press

calling-

presspress conferences , she and other conferenceconference-

speakers

conference-

speakersspeakers suggested .

Aleut speaker Larry MerculicffMerculieff sharedshar d enen-enen-

couraging

en-

couraging

¬-

couraging examples from the PribilofPribiloflslandsIslands ,

where through involvement of the entireentire-

community

entire-

communitycommunity including school children,, sevsev-sevsev-

eral

¬.-

eraleralwreckedwrecked and abandonedabando.nedabandoned
.

fishing vessels
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Natives march in protest of Governor Tony KowlcsKowles and the Legislature decision to fight the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals decision on VenetleVenetfeVenetfe-

Over

Venetle-

OverOver 200 participated in the April 19 march from the Alaska Native Medical Center to the federal court building-

Photo

buildingbuilding-

Photo, Photo by Paulette Moreno

Northern Lights Recovery expands outpatient service
Sure , you drink too much now and then .

And thereth'trethtrethhre' was that drunken driving charge .

But you'reyoure' not passed out in the street every-

night

everyevery-

nightnight.. You don'tdont' have a drinking problem . ...

right ?

You might..
An now Northern Lights Recovery CenterCenter-

isis better equipped than ever to help people

like you - whether you'reyoure'' an adult or adolesadoles-adoles-

cent

adoles-

cent

-¬-

cent..

The center assigned one staff member toto-

outpatient

to-

outpatientoutpatient care ininJulyJuly , and plans to add moremore-

staff

more-

staffstaff to help with outpatient work this winwin-win-

ter

win-

ter

¬-

ter .

"TraditionallyTraditionally"
, NLRC has been seen isass aa-

residential

a-

residentialresidential program ,
". said Northern LightsLights-

outpatient

Lights-

outpatientoutpatient counselor Peter Dungan . "ButBut" wewe-

offer

we-

offeroffer a continuum of services , and we'rewerewe're-

more

we're-

more

'

more flexible than we used to be .
"

People who seek help from NorthernNorthern-

Lights

Northern-

LightsLights first get assessedassesed; to determine whatwhat-
level

what-
levellevel of treatment they need .

"WeWe" want to disrupt somebody'ssomebodys'' life asas-

little

as-

littlelittle as possible,, "' Dungan explained ..

While chronic alcohol or dug users might-

benefit

mightmight-

benefitbenefit from a month or more of residentialresidential-

treatment

residential-

treatmenttreatment at the center ,,others might be ableable-

to

able-

toto tackle their problems with a series of councoun-coun-

seling

coun-

seling

¬-

seling sessions and support group meetings .

Another option is day treatment ,. which allowsallows-

the

allows-

thethe client to live at home and spend wholewhole-

days

whole-

daysdays in programs at the center .

For motemore information , contact NorthernNorthern-

Lights

Northern-

lightsLights at 443-33444433344--- , or 1-80M78-3318180M7833181-800-478-33188004781-80180- 478-33184783318((- -- ,, ext...
344 . In Unalakleet ,. contact Laura Ivanoff ,

counselor , at 624-38406243840- .

New Alaska Three digital channel launched
Educational , vocational and medical serser-ser-

vices

ser-

vices

¬-

vices will be extendedacross Alaska on a new-

video

newnew-

videovideo channel known as Alaska Three usingusing-

the

using-

thethe State of Alaska'sAlaskas' digital satellite deliverydelivery-

system

delivery-

systemsystem . The new service , part of the continucontinu-continu-

ing

continu-

ing

-¬-

ing development ofAlaska'sAlaskas' telecommunicatelecommunica-telecommunica-

tions

telecommunica-

tions

¬-

tions infrastructure , was announced recentlyrecently-

by

recently-

byby a group of southwest Alaska and UniversityUniversity-

ofof Alaska educators. Funded by the federalfederal-

National

federal-

NationalNational Telecommunications and Informa ¬.

tion Administration with matching funds from

the University of Alaska , the channel is exex-ex-

pected

ex-

pected

¬-

pected to be up and running in time for fall-

classes

fallfall-

classesclasses .

"TheThe'The"' innovative delivery system showsshows-

promise

shows-

promisepromise as a real-timerealtime- solution for educatorseducators-

and

educators-

andand health-carehealthcare-- providers trying to provideprovide-

educational

provide-

educationaleducational services via telecommunicationsteletelecommunications-

throughout

ommunicationsommunications-

throughoutthroughout Alaska
,
". said Bob Medinger , exex-exex-

ecutive

ex-

ecutive

¬-

ecutive chairofchair ofthe Southwest Alaska DistanceDistDistance-

Delivery

ncenceD-

eliveryDelivery Consortium (DDQDOCDDC)) .

c. 8 .


