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LAND CLAIMS BABY ...

(Continued from page 1)

Anchorage time, 6 p.m. Nome
time, 9 p.m. in Juneau).
Oux sole entry so far is Holly

Joe Upicksoun . .

(Continued from page 1)
oil companies for a promise—
of jobs...”

“As it turns out, the pressure
of the pipeline simply has re-
quired the Congress to move.
You are getting paid faster—
perhaps one hundred years fas-
ter—because the Arctic Slope
Native  Association said—No—
No—No—,” Upicksoun charged.

In his speech, Upicksoun re-
ferred to the time one year ago
when ASNA withdrew from the
Alaska Federation of Natives.

“Just one year ago—the Arc-
tic Slope Native Association met
with your board of directors.
We had withdrawn from your
organization and you wanted us
back. And so—just one year
ago—we—the Arctic Slope Na-
tive Association and you-—the
Alaska Federation of  Natives
struck a bargain: for most of
the settlement we would divide
it on the land-lost formula and
we rejoined you.

“It took you one month to
break your promise. You got
us back because the North Slope
oil has the glamour and you
needed us. And then you broke
your promise.”

“This is & whiteman’s world.
We are supposed to compete in
that world. We are not against
that. But how greedy can you
be—that. you start the race to
Western culture with so many
tools—education, for example—
and you want to gobble us up?”

Upicksoun attacked the State
of Alaska’s selections of slope
oil fields as a “‘direct effort
to grab our lands with full know-
ledge of what she was doing.”

“Not only has the Congress
put its approval on this grabbing,
but I did not see a single regional
association step up and help the
Arctic Slope Native Association.
You are so busy fighting for
you population proportion.”

“How did the State get these
superior rights? I will tell you.
Senator Stevens, Senator Gravel
Congressman Begich teamed up
with Aspinall and Haley.”

Upicksoun disclosed that the
village of Nooiksut, a traditional
slope village had been excised
from the final list of villages to
be included in the Claims Act.

“Nooiksut is three miles from
the new oil strike,” Upicksoun
said. “We reason that Senator
Stevens was, and is, determined
to make the land we get worth-
less.

He accused Governor Egan

of being part of the team. After’

advocating that the  Natives
should get fee simple rights in
Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 4
the result was just the opposite,
Upicksoun charged.

“We get no State selected
of TA'd lands. We get no Petr-
oleum No. 4 lands, and no wild-
life refuge lands.

“Thus, the only eligible vil-
lages we have- are Anaktuvik
Pass and Point Hope. These
men have made sure that the
lands we get have no economic
value. Yes, we will get some
“in lieu’" selections, but the re-
strictions on where we can select
are so huge, we will have to do
some real scrounging to make
them meaningful.”

“What ,are we going~te_do
about it? The human body is a
wonderful thing. We, the Inu-
piat Eskimos have been resource-
ful enough to live in the North.
We will survive. Our real emo-
tion now is one of sadness—it
need not have been this way.
But like people around the
world—when there is social dis-
content—we  must react—we
must find some other way of
achieving our self-identity and
self-respect.”

Christine Jung, who entered the
world bright and early at 9:32 a.
m. Saturday morning at Alaska
Native Health Service Hospital
in Anchorage.

Polls of P.H.S. units in Nome
Kotzebue, Barrow, Dillingham,
Mt. Edgecumbe, Bethel and Tan-
ana haven’t turned up any oth€r
children born on that lucky date
Fairbanks Community Hospital
and Bassett Army Hospital also
report no native babies born
that day.

Statistically, more than 6,000
children aré born in Alaska each
year. That makes about 14 ev-
ery day—and a quarter of them
should be native.

We're holding the contest op-
en for one month, till January
20, 1972. Parents who have a
baby born on December 18, 1971
who qualifies under the terms of
the Alaska Native Claims Act
(1) -ative Indian, Aleut, Esk-
imo or any combination there-
of) should submit the baby’s
name, time of birth and proof
(birth certificate, notarized stat-
ement by Doctor or attendant),
to the TUNDRA TIMES before
January 20.

Entries must be postmarked
before midnight. Our address
is Box 1287, Fairbanks, Alaska
99707.

North Slope Borough Proposal....

of the Alaska Hoyse Gene Guess
(D-Anchorage) last week in the
ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS,
Guess told news. reporter Allan
Frank that the North Slope bo-
rough proposal may be a cata-
lyst for a major rewriting of
local government laws in the
19772 legislative session.

“There will be some propo-
sal on government in the un-
organized borough and a Depart-
ment of Community Affairs,”
he said.

“The administraion is con-
sidering some sort of measure
this wouldn't be just the North
Slope Borough—it would be go-
vernment in the * unarganized
borough,”

“There is really, really a need
for getting some type of regional
government in rural  Alaska.”
Guess said.

The Arctic Slope Native ‘Asso-
ciation has petitioned the Local
Affairs agency for a 56 million
acre borough, stretching from
the Brooks Range to the Arctice
to the Arctic Ocean. [t would
include and tax the rich Prud-
hoe Bay oil fields.

Oil companies are the major
opposition to the move. At
hearings in Barrow this  past
month, four representatives

President Signs Bill ...

(Continued from page 1)

- Following the President’s
speech,  ex-governor and ex-
Secretary of the Interior Walter
J. Hickel, AFN President Don
Wright and Senator Ted Stevens

- (R-Alaska) gave speeches to the

convention.

“The native people did not
have a legal claim, they had a
moral claim,” said Hickel.

“We're starting on a new
era—the post settlement era,”
said AFN President Don Wright.
“By no means is it over, it’s
just beginning,” he said.

Senator Stevens defended the
“secret meeting” two weeks ago
at which he, Congressman Nick
Begich, Senator Gravel and Go-
vernor Egan came together to
devise an Alaska Delegation po-
sition which they would present
to the whole Conference Com-
mittee.

“I’'m hopeful that all of you
realize the somber duty you
have,” Stevens said. “In recent
history there has not been a
settlement of this type that does
not require a plan submitted in
advance to Congress or to the
Secretary of the Interior.”

“You will carry the burden
not only for your grandchildren
to come but for those Indian
groups in the lower 48 that
still seek settlement of their
claims. The eyes of the nation
will be on you as you acquire
substantial assets and manage
your own affairs.”

“There are things in this bill
that some of you do not like.
Some of them I put there,”
Stevens said. ;

“With that he defended pro-
visions of the act which provide
that 10 per cent of the money
received by regional corpora-
tions must be distributed per
capita on an annual basis.

The purpose of this, Stevens
claims, is that the native old
people can see something of the
land settlement today—not wait
for the future.

“God guide you and "God
bless you and please remember
those that will come after you
and those that came before you,”
he ended. o

The two native associations
who voted against the bill have
serious reservations about it.
The Arctic Slope Native Asso-
ciation sent a protest telegram
to President Nixon on Saturday.

According to the provisions

of the Act, Petroleum Reserve
No. 4, the North Slope Wilder-
ness Refuges and the Prudhoe
Bay Oil fields are all closed
to native subsurface selections.

These provisions mean a cut
off of revenue to these villages
amounting to many billions of
dollars.

Another strong protestor is
the Washington Chapter of the -«
AFN—which represents many
Alaskan natives in the lower 48.

“The Act discriminates ag-
ainst the 13th region,” com-
mented Gearge Walters, Pres-
ident of AFN Washington Chap-
ter. Alaskan natives living out-
side Alaska may choose to enroll
back to their native regional
corporation or to form a 13th
corporation.

Such a corporation  gives
them control (on a per capita
basis) over money, but no access
to land.

Earlier Saturday, Emil Notti,
past president of the AFN told
the convention about the days
when the AFN began.

“I wrote to people we didn’t
know,” he told the group,”
people like Willie Hensley. One
of the early supporters was
Howard Rock who gave us
publicity in the TUNDRA
TIMES.

There have been many sacri-
fices and great expense to many
people.””  Among the people
he saluted, no longer with us,
were Nick Gray, Wilma Ketzler
Albert Kaloa.

Willie Hensley, Notti related,
took out a 10,000 life insurance
policy and made AFN the bene-
ficiary. Delegates traveled to
board meetings and conventions
on their own time and money—
before travel pay and per diem.

“What made us respectable,”
said Notti, ‘“was when Arthur
Goldberg consented to be our
chief counsel.” “When ‘Arthur
Goldberg, former Attorney Gen-
eral, former Justice of the Su-
preme Court came before Con-
gress and said, ‘I consider this a
matter of National interest,” that
made land claims serious.”

- “Then, the Federal Field
Commission report was' signifi-
cant. | don’t know of any of
us have read that cover to cover
but there is one line I remember,”

‘It is conceivable that the
natives can prove ownership of
all of Alaska.’

(Continued from page 1)
from major oil companies ap-
peared to present testimony
opposed to the Slope Borough
proposal. They argued that it
would result in inequitable dis-

tribution of the o1l wealth.
The ASNA argues that their

_proposed borough fulfills the

conditions set out according to
Title VII of the Alaska Statutes
as well, or better than any other
borough in the state.

With the borough form of
government, they argue, they
could tax the oil.companies and
use their 10 per cent of state
selected lands to develop com-
munity services and an educa-
tional system.

Without the revenues, as Bar-
row City -Manager, Jack Cheno-
with testfied, Barrow, at least
faces a-bleak future.

I's, budget of  $120,000
$70,000 from sales tux  and
$50,000 matching funds  pro-
vides little room for expansion

The five communities ol the
North  Slope-Barrow,  Wai-
wright, Point Hope, Anaktuvuk
Pass and Kaktovik live in condi-

tions which are in stark conirast
to urban Alaska. They argue
that since the State of Alaska
gained its $900,000,000 oil bo-
nanza from Prudhoe Bay two
years ago, none of that money
has  gone back to the/ Slope.
Only by an independent tax
base, argues ASNA  President
Joseph Upicksoun, can they be
sure services will be provided.

Last week Local Affairs Agen-
cy Head Byron Mallott contrac-
ted the University “of Alaska
Institute  of  Social  Economuc,
Government Research to study
the heanng and testimony truns-
cripts for the North Slope bho-
rough and complete an evalua-
uon.

“What they are lookimg tor
15 plan for local government
- rural Alaska, T othink,” sad
ISEGR professor Thomas Mare-
house.  The transcript on the
borough proposal is sull open,
according  to Mullott and the
Local Boundary' agency — wall
meet early in January to make
its decision

FLY
WIEN CONSOLIDATED

TO ANCHORAGE AND

stay at the
new Royal Inn
for 1/2 price!

It's a holiday special!

From now until January

10th, you can stay at the Royal [nn Hotel in Anch
orage for just one-half price...if you fly to Anch
orage with Wien Consolidated Airlines.

You have your choice of rooms...from economy
singles to the most luxurious suite in the Royal
Inn. Stay as many days as you wish until Janu
ary 10th..pay just one-half the regular price.

Ask your Wien Consolidated agent for a Royal Inn
Holiday Discount. Coupon when you buy your
round-trip ticket to Anchorage...he'll also make re-

servations for you so that you will get the type of
accommodations you wish...for as long as you wish.

To qualify you must fly to Anchorage on

Wien Consolidated

cﬁoya[ o

HOTEL OF ANCHORAGE

720 W. 5th Street

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

[907) Tel.: 279-7661




