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Were Rights Bought?—
Aleut Scores C_riticism
Of Natives on Claims

March 11, 1968

Dear Editor:
Before | go on, | want to make it cleor that this letter is

mainly based on my personal feelings. You ond many others
may not agree with a word | say, but as an American citizen
| will take full advantage of my rights to say what | think.

| om an Alaskan born Native and so are my parents and ther
parents. My people were well known aos Aleuts way back in
history and todoy we are recognized as Natives of Alaskq
and there is evidence that we Natives were on this land long
before the Russians set sail for Alaska.

After Alaskoe was purchased from Russio, we Natives be-
came Wil American citizens, did we not?

;uﬂ;r:::hny dﬁ'.unl d_-ﬂl inllnurrmflﬁh'-hwr
rights is lond were also bought? | f not, thot is :

we are fighting for our rights, and we are not forbidding ﬁ ::. :?impl I“’";‘
American citizen from our land regordless of their race, od . o might ‘ ‘
yet the Nafives are being crititized for their land cloimvs, problems of
ond you mame. the rest, just becouse we are trying to protect mills m;,,
our own rights. ;

What about the foreignersthat are slowly moving in to ocur much. Al
home land, the Jopanese and Koreans. don’t som with the current thinking Y.
do something to keep the foreigners m?‘::r us Huﬂﬂ::' the economy of the bush, cause " il just; h”h"“ “—“ -h
we are American citizens and this great land of Alaska is owr namely @ money economy Obout it. We need of let ﬂ{‘ | *
home, that is why we too serve in our Amed Forces, 1o help with the implicit threot of Aspi nall, m.‘ “h A
protect our Constitution, our laws, and further more our work routine another bless
Freedom. ing we of European descent

unfailingly thrill .

Today, we have o son in the Amed Forces serving his A Feain s, Progrese
country and from this some village we have young -:tm Hﬂ’m g3
in Viet Nam needlessly facing certoin death right ot thi s Fiece pEIY
moment. There are great many people that are againstthe .come (0, to Seek. . R = Sl RS A TR O A g Tl st v T
war in v-.... N_, ﬂ'l'dﬂ‘l-lf are ﬁm .“l. m ‘o M "‘? FHI' raw “m Sty g, At of T SRR s-a §; 3 ‘ - B, i * 5 - - :_.’ikr
Don’t they realize that we are already involved in o wor with empty, and timeless. AR o . A G L ppioney e
nnmdtnltﬁﬂm“h‘h“'“rml:“m They dump .in raw sewige
right down 1 the individual who is personally fighting his o *ﬂMﬁm :
own war in order to syrvive? This is whe* we Naivesam .
taking part in, too.

‘What do oor land rights have 1o do with some individual%
ance'stors thot come fo America on the Mayflower? Thl
Mayflower did not landin Alaska, it was the Pilgrims that
came to America on the Mayflower and history tells us the
Pilgrims went ashore in @ cove already known on the chart
of Coptain John Smith as Plymouth. They are said to have
stepped ﬁmﬂn-huhilwhﬂd« the only one in
nﬁni.lli:kmmnﬂrmﬁm '

Who helped these people to survive when they reached
America? The Natives of course. Don’'t some of hese pecple
have enough sense 1o go back a little in hisvery 1o find out
thot it was hnm- thot made it possible for them to hae

a little Native blood in them today? Lucky lw*-. we moy
lhnr-mrndnuﬂﬁh one doy,

Sincerely, |
Wolter Simeonoff, S.




