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Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska State Museum , they staystay-
In

stay-
inin Alaska . Contact : Jane WallenWallen-
Director

Wallen-
DirectorDirector , Alaska State Museum ,.

Pouch FM , Juneau , Alaska
99801 ,. phone 586-12245861224586.12245861224-. . .
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Priestriest Defei'Defendsd DanceSt, Dance
St . James MissionMissio-
nTana.r

Mission-
TananaTanariaTana.rTanarTanana.11. , Alaska 9977799777-
May, May 20 , 19711971-

Dear
1971-

DearDear Howard :

It has beenbe n several years since I have written to the TUNDRATUNDRA-

TIMES
TUNDRA-

TIMESTIMES . At that time my family and I were living in Shageluk .

After reading the article in your May 19th issue regarding the criticriti-criti-

cism
¬.-

cism of teaching EskimoEskiIho dancing in the Kotzebue day school I feelfeel-

II must respond as a Christian and as an Episcopal priest who hashas-

lived
has-

livedlived among and loved Alaska'sAlaskas' Native people for ten years .

I am deeply disappointed that any person in the name of ChristChrist-

would
Christ-

wouldwould condemn EskimoEskn dancing and assume that the Eskimo dandan-dan-

cing
dan-

cing

¬-

cing being taught at the Kotzebue school is 'witchcraftwitchcraft4'witchcraft4witchcraft"witchcraft*"' " . The NaNa-Na-

tive

Na-

tive

¬-

tive people of-ofofAlaska- Alaska have developed many cultural expressions ,

such as singing and dancing , which are closely related to their dailydaily-

lives
daily-

liveslives andandsurroundingssurroundings . These do indeed express their spirit as aa-

people

a-

peoplepeople and provide strength for living asas'wellaswell' well as express their appreAppre-Appre-

ciation
ppre-ppreppre-

ciation

¬-

ciation ofor life itself . Human beings all over the world express themthem-them-

selves

them-

selves

¬-

selves in relation to their surroundings and their experience ofof-

life
of-

lifelife . This is why in different parts of the world we findfmd differentdifferentl-
anguages

differentl-
anguageslanguages , songs , dancing , social systems , and ways ofofmeetingmeeting thethe-

challenges
the-

challengeschallenges of life .

It is unfortunateunfrtu() te that very often the Chirstian Church assumesassumes-

that
assumes-

thatthat faith in Jesus Christ and a lifeWe lived for Jesus can be expressedexpressed-

only
expressed-

onlyonly through what has come to be known as "WesternWestern" Culture " .

The truth is that Jesus reveals HimselfHimelfin$ in all cultures . It is throughthrough-
th

through-
thetheth witness of the Bible and through the witness of individualindividual-

Christians
individual-

ChristiansChristians that we "hearhear" " about Jesus . But the moment mustmust-

come
must-

comecome when each personperOn$ must accept the messagentessage; personally andand-

allow
and-

allowallow Christ to enter into their lives HimselfHimself . When this happens a .,

person will express his experience of Christ through hishisYILown\YILYIL\cultucultu-l-ll-1lli
cultu-

ral !!!¬-

ral-1lli1lli-.patternsm . ThisThismeansmeans that Jesus Is not limitedimited) to anyany culture . ItIt-

also
It-

alsoalsoalso means that Jesus does not condemn any culture as such . Loyalloyal-loyal-
ty

¬-.
ty to Christ and living for Christ does not mean tossing away aa-

person's
a-

person'sperson'spersons' traditional ways of expressing himselfhimself .

For example : the most moving praisepraiSeofof God that I have everever-

heard
ever-

heardheard was in FtPt . Hope in the Eskimo-EskimoEskimolanguageEskimo-languageEskimolanguage- language . I did not underunder-under-
stand

under-
stand

¬-

stand the ,words being sung , but I knew what was being expressedexpressed-

from
expressed-

fromfrom the heartsheMts of the singers to GodGod.
It is true that in eyerycultureeve.oc.cultureoc.cultureocculture.y__culture in the world there are superstisupersti-supersti-

tions
supersti-

tions
¬-

tions and rituals which try to give man control over fear , hunger ,
the weather , and death itself. These rituals reflect the culture: ofof-

the
of-

thethe people and their beliefs about life and deSth-deSthdeSthItdeadeitl }, -. It is also truetrue-

that
true-

thatthat people in different cultures who have found Christ leam-toleamtolearn-tolearn-- de-

pend
dede-

pend
-'-

pend on Him-ratherHimratherHim-fatherfatherHim-rHimr--- thet than many of the rituals which they formerlyformerly-

felt
formerly-

feltfelt were necessary . This change in a person'spersons' beliefbetief happens !notnot-

becausebecause someone from Outside condemned their former belief andand-

rituals
andand-

ritualsritualsrituals,, but because the individual himselfhimselhhimself,, within his own culture ,
has come to know the power of ChristChristin hishi, life . The change inin-

the
in-

thethe person'spersons' life is a voluntaryvoluntaJy' changengech and is not a change of culcuIcul-cul-

ture
¬.-

ture , but a change in TRUST . A person whohashas changed in thisthis-

way
this-

wayway will express his relationship with God within his own culture ,
Li e . his own language , songs,, dances , art , etc .

Therefore , it seems to me , that our rlaceplace) as Christians is hotnot toto-

condemn
to-

condemncondemn any cultural practice , but rather to allow Christ to speakspeak-

toto men through the witness of our ownoWn lives . If peoplepeCple? who areare-

not
are-

notnot ChristiansChristianssee-see-see'see-'seeChrist-'. Christ ,
in our lives and desire Him then

"-change
c-

hange"theyjjytheIbytheybytheIby-
the

theyby-
the

,,
the power and guidance of God'sGods' Spirit , will give upuporor Clingenget-
he

c angeange-
thethe things which they 'feelfeel' they must change in order to followfollow-

Christ
follow-

ChristChrist . Far too often Christianity is seen as merely a system of ruru-ruru-

les
ru-

les
¬-

les or morality rather than a relationship with Christ , Himself .
During my seven years in Shageluk I had opportunity to see andand-

parpcipate
and-

participateparticipateparpcipate in many Indian dances . These dances were magnificentmagnificent-
and

magnificent-
andandand fullfun Off drama and color . They brought dutout the vitality , the spispi-spispi-

rit
spi-

rit

¬-

rit , and the beauty of the people in Shageluk in a wayway that did notnot-

happen
not-

happenhappen any other time .: The dancesdance's' were fun and drew us all toge-togetoge-

gether
toge-

gether
-.

gethergethet as a family . IJ have had similar experiences'experiencesekperiences' with the EskimoEskimo-

dancers
Eskimo-

dancersdancers at St . Marys and the Indian dances at Minto and here inin-

Tan
in-

TananaTananaTan a.. What I sawSaw in the dances were my friendsfriend's' being themthem-thems-

elveS,1
them-

selvesl
¬-

selvesselveS,1selveS1selvesl,! saw them as they really are , and 1I praised GodGoo for whatwhat-

II saw ! '.

It is my hope that the classes in Eskimo dancing willwillcontinuecontinue inin-

Kotzebue
in-

KotzebueKotzebue and thatth 1 there will be moremote opportunities for similarsimilar-

classes
similar-

classesclasses in other communitiesommunities which desire them. Such cultural exex-exex-

pressions
ex-

pressions
¬-

pressions make people what they are , and God loves us for whatwhat-

we
what-

wewe are . I hopehupeh.pehpe. that youryo.ur. readers will understand that the positionposition-
that

position-
thatthat some Christian people in Kotzebue have taken against EskimoEskimo-

dancing
Eskimo-

dancingdancing does not represent the feeling of.allofall.
., ChristianChrlStiaQ people .

Sincerely yours ,
TheTh Rev . Dave Keller
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NeufYorkerNewltorlierlVe v ' lrer AltAllacksAttacksAttackss-
p

ticks
'EditorEditor
sp

spEditorEditorial
'

Editor9EditorialEditorEditorialEditor9EditorialBox
,

,

Edil rial ,

Box 285 , BaychesterStaBaychester Sta ..

Bronx , N ,. Y . 1046910469-
May

10469-
May,16,1971MayMay,16,1971May161971,1616, , 1971119711-

Dear

1971 ;

Dear Sirs ;. , '

I read yourypur editorials in thethe-
May

the-
MayMay 12th Issue and lII.hadIhad. had to ansans-ans-
wer

ans-

wer
-¬-

wer . ItIt'seemsItseems' seems unbelievableunbelievable
, thatthat-

'a'aa' a '

native newspaper couldcooldcould toe'bebe' soso-

blatantly
so-

blatantlyblatantly against the natives.. Joe ,

lJpUpicksouncksoun is righttight you knowknow-
and

know-
andand all thinking people know it .

The bill , whichwhich Is a figurativefigurative-

klife
figurative-

knifeknifeklife"! irtin the back-backbackclearlybackcle'arly,
':- clearlyclearly

'

showsshows-
the

shows-
thethe intentions of the people whowho-
wielded

who-
wieldedwielded it . Now once the knifeknife-

I

knife-
has1I has struck ,, what difference doesdoes-
it

does-
itit makeO1 1ke whether youyyouu twist it oror-

I

or-

pull
or-

pull
I

pull it out ? ? You are still donedone-
in

done-
inin .,
- We , ininthein-in-thethe-' the lower 48 states ,

have watched what nice talk , soso-soso-

lemn
so-

lemn
¬-

lemn treaties by the U . SSGov'tSGovt.: Gov'tGovt'..

with the Indians , and concentraconcentra-concentra-
tions

¬.-

tions camps for the IndiansndiansI havehave-
meant

have-
meantmeant.. It is obvious that CrazyCrazy-
Horse

Crazy-
HorseHorse and Osceola were right .

What makes you think the U.SUSU . S .

Gov'tGovt' . has suddenly startedstarted-
giving

started-
givinggiving instead of taking1aking ???

11.. What the racial policy is inin-

Vietnak
nn-

VietnakVietnak (Galley'sGalleysCalley'sCalleys'. treatment asas-

contrasted
as-

contrastedcontrasted with the treatmenttreatment-
given

treatment-
givengiven Angela Davis , or thethe-
I

the-

IndiansIndiansndiansI fighting for theirtheit fishingfishfishing-
rights

inging-

rightsrights ) .,
'

2 . World War-2War2- , placing ofof-

3rd
of-

3rd3rd and 4th generation U . S .

orientals in concentration campscamps-
and

camps-
andand not botheringbothering 1st1standand 2nd2nd-
generation

2nd-
generationgeneration U . S . Germans ; eveneven-
though

even-
thoughthough the Germans had justjust-
fought

just-
foughtfought the U . S . two decadesdecades-
previously

decades-
previouslypreviously .

3 . What happened to thethe-
Peace

the-
PeacePeace ( anti-warantiwar- ) demonstratorsdemonstrators-
inin Washington , D . CC-CCfor.- , for protesprotes-protes-
ting

protes-
ting

-¬-

ting U . S . Gov'tGovt'.. action .

4 . What happened to thethe-
KennedYs

the-
KennedysKennedys and Martin LutherLuther-
King

Luther-
KingKing for fostering just and honohono-hono-
rable

¬.-

rable policies..
5 . What the U . S . Gov'tGovt' ,. diddid-

to
did-

toto Cesaresar Chavez lettuce boycottboycott-
ChaveZ

boycott-
Chavez(Chavez was trying to help thethe-

impover
the-

impoverishedimpoverishedimpoverimpoverishedmigrantshedshedmmigrantm grant farmfarm-
workermostly

farm-
workermostlyworker-mostlyworkermostly- Mexican andand-

Indian
and-

IndianIndian ) .
I guess that since the credibicredibi-credibi-

lity
credibi-

lity
: ¬- '

lity gap is getting wider everyevery-
day

every-
dayday , itt surprises.surprsurpr. ses and upsets youyou-
when

you-
whenwhen you runr n across a man whowho-
flat

who-
flatflat out calls a spade aa spade . IfIf-

you
I ff-

youyou hadh d supported him youyou-
might

you-
mightmight have started a movementmovementt-
Q

movement-
tototQ force the U . S . to grant AlasAlas-Alas-
kans

Alas-
kans

-¬-

kans more considerationonsideration . YouYou-
know

You-
knowknow that a show of strength isis-

all
is-

allall that produces results in thisthis-
modern

this-
modernmodern world full of conflict .

The weak , the women and chilchit-chitchil-chil-

t

¬-
ctrenchitctrenctrenhavetdrenren have historically beenbe l'lll' masmas-mas-
sacred

mas-
sacred

-¬-

sacred when talk cauedcaused$$ thethe-
Jodian

the-
IndianIndianJodian to layfay down his arms .
When we Indians stuck togethertogether-
Jas

together-
BoasWas\JasJasBoas\ when the saying was bornborn-
"Custer

born-
"Custer"CusterCuster"" had itt coming ."

Yours truly ,

K . M . Young ., M . D .

Stickman InvitesIntilesInvites-

AspinallAspinattjHaleyAspinattjHaleyTatalAspinall, HaltyHaleyHaleyT-

atalina
?

TatalTatalinaina A ,. F.SFSF . S . ., AlaskaAlaAlaska-
May

aa-

MayMay 20, 19711971-

DearDear Friend :

I would like to know whywhy-
you

why-
youyou put these fellows name inin-

the
in-

thethe Tundra TimesT mes . These felfel-felfel-

lows
fel-

lows
¬-

lows from Colorado and Florida ,

AspindfAspindAspin&fAspinfAspindandAspin&fand& and Haley . They cancan-

say
can-

saysay anything about NativesNatives andand-

our
and-

ourour land . Why don'tdont' they comecome-

to
come-

toto Alaska and I'llIll' show themthem-

how
them-

howhow poorpootpool we people are . I'llIllI'll-

show
I'll-

show

'

show them how poor we live forfor-

yeats
for-

yearsyearsyeats..
God gave us our landlan and it'sitsit's-

about
it's-

about

'

about time we get somethingsometh ing out

of it .. We ' went .throughthrough.,
thrbugh hell allall-

these
all-

thesethesethese' yearsyyearsars , now'now' we should live aa-

little
'

little better . :'

I have a good job , a homehome-

"ere
home-

herehere"ereere" , but I have to pay $4,0004000$ , aa-

year
a-

yearyear tax , besidesbes des I don'tdont' 'knowknow'know-
how

'know-
how

'

how much I have to 'paypay'pay moremote ifif-

I., I1 , work a year . InIn, 19641 6:464: I1 had totto-

pay
l<;l-

paypay $464464$ out of mymy pocket'pocketpocket'
.

That'sThats' the one that 'hurtshurts':; hurts espeespe-espe-
cially

espe-
cially

-¬-

cially when you are anan. Indiannd n .

You'reYoure' paying for somethingsomething-
you, you don'tdontd9n'td9ntdon'tdont' know ;', what it'sits' allaIall-

about
,

aboutabolJt . '\

Anyway I got out of that citycity-
ta

city-
taxtaxta . I can'tcant' get used to pay taxtax-

everyt
tax-

everytimeeveryeveryteverytimetimeme youyyouu eat , etc . The bestbest-
grub

best-
grubgrub don'tdont' tastet ste good .

If, them Senators from thethe-
Lower

the-
LowerLowerLower 48 can say everythingeverything-
about

everything-
aboutabout us Indians and EskimosE imos ,
what1what'swhatswhaes'? the difference iff I callcall-

something
call-

somethingsomething
, myself . Where is thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople we vote for . Can theythey-
help

they-
helphelp us ? They'reTheyre' trying to jigjig-

zag

jig-

zagzag ,. zig zag"andzagandzagzag" andar4d stall us , waitingwaitwaiting-

and
ngng-

andand see how they'retheyre' going to getget-

out
get-

outout settlement with us . TheyThey-
know

They-
knowknow they have to settle sooneisoonersooner-
or

sooner-
oror later , what they'retheyre' waitingwaiting-

for
waiting-

forfor ?

Cometome down to our villagevillage-

Haley
village-

HaleyHaley and Aspinall and I'llIll' showshow-
you

show-
youyou how I live . I don'tdontdon.t'. knowknow-
what

know-
whatwhat to do when I get feeble .

Someone have to take care ofof-

me
of-

me
'

me . Answer soon .

Fred StickmanStickma-

nWm

Stickma-

nWmWm . PaidPaul AttacksAttacks-

Editor
Attacks-

EditorEditor, EditorialEdilorialEditorialG-
RAND

EditorialG-
RANDGRAND CAMPCAMP-
ALASKA

CAMP-
ALASKAALASKA NATIVENATIVE-
B

NATIVE-
BROTHERHOODBROTHERHOODB OTHERHOOD INC .

May 19th , 19711971-

EditorEditor Tundra Times :

After reading your May 12th12th-

editorial
12th-

editorialeditorial "TheThe" Wrong ThrustThrLlst atat-

the
at-

thethe Wrong Time " and youryou.ryou.r-

theme
your-

theme
.

theme that Joe Upicksoun "cancan"can-
cause

"can-
cause

"
cause grave setbacks that mightmight-

be
might-

bebe irreparable " , I wonderedw ndered whowho-
was

who-
waswas doingdo ng the "causecause" " 'thethe'the-
greater

'. thethe-
greatergreater injury .

,

We suppose that TundraT\.1nT.1nT.1n1nTundra-
Times

\. rara-

TimesTimes is on "ourour" side " . IsI sitit ?

I
.;.;.;.;

thetheeditor
I '

or is itjt that the editor failed toto-

to
to-

toto see the ramificationsramihcationsramifications that areare-
following

'

following the hundreds of ourour-
native

our-
native.nativenative., peoplepeo'ple' when it condemnscondemns-
for

condemns-
forfor ,:

' pointing that,that ChairmanChairman-
Aspinall

Chairman-
AspinallAspinall andandsub-chairmanandsubchairmanub-chairmanubchairmanutkhairman!- HaleyHaley-
are

Haley-
areare basically enemieseenemiesr ie $ not onlyonly-
of

only-
ofof AlaskansAla ans ,. butbutrfofrff all aboriginalab9rigaboriginal-

tribes
nalnal-

tribestribes . ' !
,

The Honorable AspinallAspinall-
comes

Aspinall-
comescomes fromfcom Colorado where thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople think thaithattha 160 acres is aa-

lot
a-

lotlot of ground , plentyprentypllenty ,+ for a manman-
to

man-
toto live offoft . He ); AspinalAspinall:! (and'and'and-
Mr

' and-

MrMr . Haley ) canrjotcannotan ot understandunderstandunderstand-
that

understand-
thatthat it takes 150,000150000, acres on01on01-

the
on-

the
('the North Slope foJoto produce the

$2,0002000$ , annual income forfot eacheach-
Eskimo

;

Eskimo family , andald) no amountamount-
of

amount-
ofof sweet words will change hishis-

opinion
his-

opinionopinion , ' ; jij-

T

i-

TheTheT e .menmen., control Indian legislegis-legis-
lation

-¬.
.

lation and,, in spite of weeks and
weeks of attentive hearingsh arings , neinei-neinei-

ther
¬.-

ther man understandsunderstarids IndianntlianI culcul-cul-

ture
cul-

ture
¬-

ture . Nor do they consider thethe-
morals

the-
moralsmorals of legislation based onon-

federal
on-

federalfederal ownershi0ownership based on "disdis"dis-"dis-

covery
"dis-

covery
" ¬-

covery " expressed otherwise "II"I-

saw

"I-

Saw

"
saw it first and therefore it bebe-bebe-

longs

¬.-

longs to my king" . Chief JusticeJustJustice-

Marshall

cece-

MarshallMarshall said such a philosophyphilosophy-
waswas IMMORAL , but says he ,

"aa" creature cannot repudiate itsIts-

creator
its-

creatorcreator " although it is in'" thethe-

field
the-

fieldfield of morality in'" which lieslies-

the
lies-

thethe strength of all IndianI ndan, claims .
'-

Joe
J-oeI-

Joe
''- joe
j-oe'

said what has to be saidsaid-

and
said-

andand the Tundra Times does notnot-

help
not-

helphelp the cause by condemningcondemning-
thethe leader and spokesman of thethe-
great

the-
greatgreat area without whom therethere-
would

there-
wouldwould be no fight .

Patrick Henry made such aa-

blastblastlast in a time when his wordswords-
were

words-
werewere "treasontreason" " . Who now concon-con-

demnS
con-

demn
¬-

demnsdemn" that speech ? "ShallShall" wewe-

gather
we-

gathergather strength by irresolutionIrresolution-
and

irresolution-
andand inactioninact on ? Shall we acquireacquIre-
the

acquire-
thethe means of effectual resistanceresIstance-

by
resistance-

byby lying supinelysupmely on our backsbacks-

and
backs-

andand hugging the delusive phanphan-phan-
tom

phan-
tom

¬-

tom of hope ??.. . . SirSit , we arere notnot-

weak
not-

weakweak ifjf we make a properproper use ofof-

those
of-

thosethose means which the God ofof-

nature
of-

naturenature hath placed in our popo-popo-
wer

po-

wer
-¬-

wer ."

WhomWholTl are you helping whenwhen-
you

when-
youyou undermine Our spokesmen ?

Wm . L . Paul ., Sr .

Kotzebue Dance Class DefendedDefendedFr-
om( FromFrom Kotzebue News)

The KOTZEBUE NEWS is sorryOrry$ we missedmitsed last week'sweeks' meetingmeeting-

ofof the School Board , during whichwhichoppositwhichoppositionoppositionopposit on to thetttet e dancing porpor-por-

tion
¬.-

tion of the bi-culturalbicultural--- program at the school was discussed .

However , we learned from those who attended , that thethe-

meeting
the-

meetingmeetingmeetingwaswas fruitful and moderatemOle< ate , that Opinionspinions were discussed ,

and that at least one misunderstanding was cleared up .

The young people at the schoolschoolandand their parents are under nono-

pressure
no-

pressurepressure or obligation . Children who wantwant to participateparti ipate , and whowho-who-
se

¬.-

se parents sayBY$ they can , may do so0ao:> . Those who for any reason ,

don'tdont' want to , don'tdont' have to .

We are pleased that this point has been made clear , for we bebe-bebe-

lieve
¬.-

lieve the bi-culturalbiculturalbi-cultutalcultutal is milestone .--- program a very important
Arts and Crafts might not seem to be allaU that important in thethe-

modem
the-

modernmodemmodern owrld , and some people think the language itself is of nono-

use
no-

useuse .

Yet , the Eskimo people have had a long , a very proud and exciexci-exci-
ting

exci-
ting

¬-

ting andwd interesting history ,. with some very unusualunusuaunusualways) ways ofof-

looking
of-

lookinglooking at things .

It'sIts'' good for young people to be able to look back at this and toto-

feel
to-

feelfeel proud of the ways of their ancestors . Because then , in a way ,

they feel proud of themselvesthemselve$, too . '
.

And the better you feel about yourself , the. easier it is to acac-acac-

complish
ac-

complish
¬-

complish things .
'

1I'INowNow when do we get an adult class in Eskimo going?'


