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By MA‘DELYN SHULMAN
| Staff Writer

(Second of four parts) .

During a century of American
rule, Alaskan educators have suc-
ceeded in accomphshmg one out-

. “standing crime |against ' the peo- |

. ple.in the Aleutian Islands.
They have nearly ‘succeeded in
wiping out a languagein which
many of the people who spoke
it were literate. '

Under Russian rule, Russian
missionaries and| trading compa-
nies i developed a written ‘Aleut
language. . It was used for reli-
gious  writings, in company:

. .schools run' by the major trading -

companies: to train Aleut help

and by native people for some
original work.

By, the time of! the Amencan
takeover of Alaska, the Aleut’
people were - -the

rate in their own language.

Thus, one.of the accomplish-
ments of American education
was the . radication of this lite-
racy, which persisted for many
years after. it ‘was no' longer
taught in the schools-part of the
ct]llture and religion of the peo-

e.

“The Aleut people was once
perhaps 20,000 strong. It has
been reduced less than one tenth
that by the white man’s civi-
lizing influence.  The Aleut lan-
guage is now largely abandoned,
perhaps beyond the point of no
return,” according to an unpu-
blished article by Michael Krauss.

In the eighteenth century,
people spoke Aleut on the tip
of the Alaska peninsula and on
the Aleutian Archipelago. Today,
it is still spoken by rapidly
dwindling numbers of people on
parts of the peninsula, parts of
the Aleutian Chain and also on
the Probilof Islands- and the
Siberian Komandorskie Ostrova
(Commander Islands).

Both pairs of islands “were
colonized u nder the Russian oc-
cupation.  The Russians trans-
ported. Aleut people to these
islands to harvest the highly
valued sea otters, till the otters
were nearly exterminated.

Of the ‘Aleutian Islands, only
on Atka and Ummak do the
children speak ' their language.

“In_every other village ex-
plained Dr. Krauss, *“the village

“‘teachers would tell' me some-
times sadly but ' sometimes
proudly that no children speak
Aleut. In all of Alaska no more
than about 100 children speak
Aleut.”

“The - number of Aleuts in
Alaska has been greatly inflated
in census figures by the classifi-
cation of many of the Southern
Eskimo peoples as Aleuts. This
includes the native people on
Kodiak, Prince Williams.Sound,

Cook Inlet, and  the Alaskan
Peninsula.
“Most of them still have

Russian names and the Russian
" Orthodox religion - and - call
themselves Aleut ' because the
Russians called them this. Ac-
tually, the people of these areas
speak Yupik Eskimo, very simi-
lar to the language spoken in the
Kuskokwim.” : .
“With enough support, per-
haps Atka could be preserved as
a shrine for speakers of Aleut,”
suggested Dr. Krauss.
A similar project, he ex-
plained, has "been carried - out
in Ireland where only a few poor

western communities speak their .

native Gaelic. Literature, mo-
vies, radio and industry for these
people has been subsidized. to
preserve this area as a place
where Gaelicis spoken - for the
pride of Ireland. :

If this possibility were pur-
sued, “Atka, Ummak, or. both

- could become
" young ' people come to learn

,most
Europeanized native people in }
Alaska. Many of them were lite- :

places where
Aleut, study their tradition and
perhaps derive' a_ sense, of the
proud ‘people who were  their
ancestors.
In - the

Frnbllof and

Commander ' Islands, where the
. Russians transplanted Aleut set-
tlers, the language is also dying,

according to Dr. Krauss.
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During' the late! 19th and ear-’

ly :20th centuries, many non-
Aleut ‘Russian and Siberian’ peo-

ples migrated to the Commander

Islands. | By 1930, when the

: Soviet ogvernment instituted its.

bilingual language programs and
began work on textbooks in
Aleut, not enough :children on
the islands spoke the language.

According to Soviet sources;
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the textbook in. Aleut ' was pre-
pared but never reached the pres-
ses.” . The language had .died
through intermixture and attn
tion. . :
In the Pribilof Islands, as in
most American owned territories,
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We don't deserve

what'sunder

‘thegroundifwe

don't preserve
whatsontop.

There's oil under your rocks,
fields, and streams. America
needs that oil.

But you need those rocks, fields,
and streams. And the grass, the
gravel, the birds, and fish that
keep Alaska's nature in balance.

When we finish our drilling, we
replace what we disturbed. When
we disturb anything, in fact, we
putit back together as close to,
and sometimes better

than, what it was.

And that’s exactly what we 'llgo
on domg
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