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1I StaffStaft WriterWriter-
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Writer-

Second(SecondSe
' 9n ofofff9urofourfour.partsfourparts

'
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a
a'

DuringDuring'aDuringaa centurycentury 6ffdf AmericanAmerican-
rule

American-
rulerule , Alaskan educators have sucsuc-suc-

ceeded
suc-

ceeded
¬-

ceeded in accomplishing one out-outout-
standing

out-
standing

-.
0 ', standing crime against1against[ 'thethe' peo-peopeo-

pie
peo-

pIe
peo-

pie
-

, pie , in the "AleutianAleutian'Aleutian'AleutianAleutian"' Islands .
"

. They have nearlyneanearlysucceeded'lyly' succeeded-succeeded'- inin-

wiping*. wiping
,

out a language14nguage ininwhichinwhich-
many

.whichwhich., which-
nimanynimanyy of the peoplepe'ople' who

,
*., spokespospoke-

it
e

'. it werewere literate .
I' '

, OnderUndernder Russian rule , RussianRussiRussianRussian-
missionaries

nn-

misStonariesmissionariesmisStonaries and }! tradingtrad.ingtrading
.

compacompa-compcompa-
4

¬-

14 niesnies1developedniesideveloped! developed a44wntten. writtenwntten AleutAleut-

langtage
Aleut-

language,
,languagelangtage) . It waswwass used for relireli-reli-

gious
reli-

gious
¬-

'

giousgiouswritingswritings , i\)
' in companycompany-

schools
company-

schools. schools run by thetl1e'th'e' ' major tradingtrading-
companies

trading-
companiescompanies to traintrJn Aleut helphelp-
and

help-
andand .byby.by native peoplep ople' for sornesomsomesome-
originaloriginal work .

0' r"
:.

'
,-

0

0,- 0o,
o

.
ByjBy\ByBysBytheBysthe\ the time oftof the AmericaiiAmericaritAmericanAmericari-

ttakeover
American-

takeovertakeovertakeover of AlaskaAlaslp
'

, the AleutAleut;;'

people,, were ',\ the i:; mostmost-
Europa

':,

., Europ&anizedEuropanizedEuropEuropa& anized nativenai ve peoplepeo le inin-

Alaska
ijj-

AlaskaAlaska . Many of tijemthemtt-
t

tem
t
em were litelite-lite-

rate
lite-

rate
¬-

rate in their own language .

Thus , one of the accomplishaccomptishaccomplish-accomplish-
ments

¬.-

ments of American educationeducation-
was

education-
waswas the radication of this litelite-lite-
racy

lite-
racy

¬-

racy , which persisted for manymany-
years

many-
yearsyears after it was no longerlonger-
taught

longer-
taughttaught in the schools-partschoolspart- of thethe-

culture
the-

cultureculture and religion of the peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-
ple

-¬-

ple .

"TheThe" Aleut people was onceonce-
perhaps

once-
perhapsperhaps 20,00020000, strong . It hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen reduced less than one tenthtenth-
that

tenth-
thatthat by the white man'smans' civicivi-civi-

lizing
¬.-

lizing influence . The Aleut lanlan-lanlan-

guage
lan-

guage
¬-

guage is nownow largely abandoned ,

perhaps beyond the point ofofnonono-

return
no-

returnreturn ," according to an unpuunpu-unpu-
blished

¬.-
blishedblishedarticlearticle by Michael Krauss ,.

In the eighteenth century ,

people spoke Aleut on the tiptip-

of
tip-

ofof the Alaska peninsula and onon-

the
on-

thethe Aleutian Archipelago . Today ,

it is stillstillspokenspoken by rapidlyrapidly-
dwindling

rapidly-
dwindlingdwindling numbers of people onon-

parts
on-

partsparts of the peninsula , parts ofof-

the
of-

thethe Aleutian Chain and also onon-

the
on-

thethe Probilof Islands and thethe-

Siberian
the-

SiberianSiberian Komandorskie OstrovaOstrova-
Commander

Ostrova-
Commander(Commander Islands ) .

Both pairs of islands werewere-
colonized

were-
colonizedcolonized uundernderrider the Russian ococ-ococ-

cupation
¬.-

cupation . The Russians transtrans-trans-
ported

trans-
ported

¬-

ported Aleut peoplepeopJe to thesethese-
islands

these-
islandsislands to harvest the highlyhighly-
valued

highly-
valuedvalued seaiea otters , till the ottersotters-
were

otters-
werewere nearly exterminated .

Of the Aleutian Islands , onlyonly-
on

only-
onon Atka and UmmakUnimak do thethe-

children
the-

childrenchildren speak their language .

"InIn" every otherothef village ," exex-exex-

plained
ex-

plained
¬-

plained Dr . Krauss , "thethe" villagevillage-
teachers

village-
teachersteachers would tell me somesome-some-
times

some-
times

¬-

times sadly but sometimessometimes-
proudly

sometimes-
proudlyproudly that no children speakspeak-
Aleut

speak-
AleutAleut . In all of Alaska no moremore-
than

more-
thanthan about 100 children speakspeak-
Aleut

speak-
AleutAleutAleut-Aleut."-Aleut"The

"TheThe" ', number of Aleuts inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska has been greatly inflatedinflated-
inin census figures by the classificlassifi-classifi-
cation

classifi-
cation

¬-

cation of many of the SouthernSouthern-
Eskimo

Southern-
EskimoEskimo peoples as Aleuts . ThisTWsTWs-

includes
This-

includesincludes the native people onon-

Kodiak
on-

KodiakKodiak , Prince Williams Sound ,

Cook Inlet ,. and the AlaskanAlaskan-
Peninsula

Alaskan-
PeninsulaPeninsula .

"MostMost" of them still havehave-
Russian

have-
RussianRussian names and the RussianRussian-
Orthodox

Russian-
OrthodoxOrthodox religion - and callcall-

themselves
call-

themselvesthemselves Aleut because thethe-

Russians
the-

RussiansRussians called them this . AcAc-Ac-

tually
Ac-

tually
¬-

tually , the people of these areasareas-
peak

areas-
peak:--peakpeak-, Yupik Eskimo , very simisimi-simi-

lar
simi-

lar
¬-

lar to the language spoken in thethe-

Kuskokwim
the-

KuskokwimKuskokwim ."
"WithWith" enough support , perper-per-

haps
per-

haps
¬-

haps Atka could be preserved asas-

a
as-

aa shrine for speakers of Aleut ,"
suggested.suggested. ggested Dr . Krauss .

,. A similar project , he exex-exex-

plained
ex-

plained
¬-

plained , has ' been carried outout-
in

out-
inin Ireland where only a few poorpoor-
western

poor-
westernwestern communities speak their' .

native Gaelic . Literature , momo-mo-
vies

mo-
vies

-¬-

vies , radio and industry for thesethese-
peop1e

these-
peoplepeoplepeop1e has been subsidizedsub idized toto-

preserve
to-

preservepreserve this area as a placeplace-
where

place-
wherewhere Gaelic is spoken - for thethe-
pride

the-
pridepride of Ireland .

If this possibility were purpur-pur-
sued

pur-
sued

¬-

sued , Atka , Ummak , or both

' - .
" . I '

,

'- coc- o'
Couldcouldld ;,

i becomebbecomeome
"

' placesplplaceses wherewhrewhwher-
eyoung

"

re
.' youngyoung,' peoplepeopl , come >, to ,. learnlearn-

AleutAleuteut , study 'theirtheir' tradition andand-

perhapsperhapsrhaps ' derive aa
,

senseSense ,\ of the ,

proudproudIproudR'eopleproudpeople'peoplepeopleR'eopleReopleI'
' who

'
were
,

theirtheir-

ancestors
their-

ancestorsancestorsancestors .:' '

In '- "thethe'""thethe".
the .' Pribilof andand-

Commander
and-

Commander
,

Commander Islands , where thethe-

Russians,, Russians transplantedtransplante'd' Aleut setset-setset-

tlers
¬.-

tlersders , the language is also dying ,

according too Dr . Krauss .

,

', \' the lateflaterlater19thelelJ 9th9than
o

''During1During1During'theDuringthethe I . J9th19thJ andanan-
o

aneeareear-earear-
ly

r-rr-
Iy

¬-

lyIyly20th/20th20th/:.20th20th.'20thcenturiescenturies }:; many nori-norinon-nonnori-

Aleut
nori-

Al
non-

Aleut
-

AleutAl utRI;,Russian'andjSiberianRussianandjSiberianRussian': ian
'-

an.djSiberian
a-

n.djSiberian
a-

ndjSiberian
'-

and
a-nd'

.
''SiberianSiberian' peChpeo-peopepeo-

ples
-

piesples migrated to thethetheCommanderCommanderCommander-
Islands

o ander
,

Islands . ;' By 1930 ,
'-

when
w-

hen' when ' thethe-

Soviet, Soviet ogvernrhentogvenunentogvernment
,

instituted itsits-

bilingual
its-

bilingualbilingual language programs andand-

began
and-

beganbegan work on textbooks 0' irlii-

AleutAleutijAleut, notnqt enough ,children on0o0-

the
o-

the
ij

the
,

islandsislands spoke the , languagelanguage-
According

]

According , to SovietSQviet sources ;!;'

- . '
,

'
0

. I , .
"

theththethetextbooktextbooktextbook in ' AleutAle t' was pre ¬..'
pared but never reachedi ached the pres-prespres-
seX

pres-
s

pres-
s4s

-

seXs4ss. The language 'hadhad', had .dieddied. ,:
,

through intermixture and,andandattri-attriattri-attri-- attri-
tion

attri-
tion

¬-

tion :.
,.

'

In the Pribilof Islands , as inin-

most
in-

mostmost AmericanAmer can owned territoriestetritori s ,
Aleut isis'dyinc'fromisdyincfrom'dyingdying'dyindyin' 'fromfrom

'

from neglectnegtect andand-

extermination
and-

exterminationextermination .
"
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Alaska
in-
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We don'tdont' deservedeserve-
whatsunder

deserve-
what'swhatsunderwhat'swhats' underunder-
thegro

"

tthegrothe :groundd'if-'wed'ifdifd'if'we-
don't

' if -
'we '

. dontdon't'' preservepreserve-
whats

preserve-
what'swhat'swhats' on top. .
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There'sTheres' oil under your rocks ,

fields ,. and streamsstreams . AmericaAmerica-
needs

America-
needsneeds that oiloil..
ButB'utgut'

you need those rocks ,. fields ,.

and streams . And the grass , thethe-
grav

the-
gravelgravelgrav l , the birds , and fish thatthat-

keep
that-

keepkeep Alaska'sAlaskas' nature in balance .

When we finish our drilling , wewe-
replace

we-
replacereplace what we disturbed . WhenWhen-
we

When-
wewe disturb anything , in fact , wewe-
put

we-
putput it back together as close to ,

and sometimes betterbetter-
than

better-
thanthan , what it was .

And that'sthats'' exactly what we'llwellwe ' " gogo-

on
go-

onon doing .
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