g DATELINE GALENA -
Devastating Flood
At Galena Vlllage

B JOHN SA()\PTT
' People may knock the Natives all they want but they can never
'-equal- the compassion they have for one another. We're experien-
cing of the greatest floods (right.now) in Galena'and people are un-
selfishly helping one another by picking up; sharing tents and food.
‘Add mucking out houses as gigantic icebergs.and tons of logs lay
surrounding the houses.

In spite-of the fact that 50 per cent of the homes h.ad slru»tuml
damage with.many complete separating. and floating off of foun-
dations and being ‘crushed by ice, 'spirits are relatively good and the
citizens are planning to clear out the silt-and get their homes back
in shape. Getting the hames back into liv able condition may take
about’ a month, however Inends and relatives in olin.r homes d”
caring for: the families.

The military may have left us on the outside of the Galena dike
susceptible to ‘loods when they ‘built- the-air force base. however |
do have to: give them credit for assisting in"the evacuation and

feeding many of ‘the women and thldren’durmn the duration of

i
Hearings Slated
On Minority

o 75
Job Hiring

Hearings will be held through-
out the state next-month on ‘a
labor agreement to hire minority
people for construction in. num-
bers proportiondte to their per-
centage of our population.

The plan was drawn up by 21
representatives of organized. la-
bor. minority groups and con-
tracting associations under the

. Alaska State Commission - for-
Human Rights. - As now written.
it calls “for 200 minority group
employees to bg_bmufhl into
various unions on a statewide
basis in the first year.

According to Robert Willard.
chairman of the plan committee.
“It's one of the first statewide
plans in the United States that
has been developed and. from
my observation, it is one of the
better plans. if not the best in
the ¢country.”

He explained that'if a volun-
tary hometown type plan. such
as this. should fail, the federal
government would impose a man
tory plan.

“*Had a federal plan been im-
posed there would be no Alas-
kan input” he said. = “either in
its development or its guidance
through the - years the  plan
would affect the industry.™

When" finally = ratified = by
unions; contractors and minority
groups. the. Alaska plan will af-
fect all construction projects
to come within the jurisdiction
of the plan,

Hearings ~ will  be  held
in. Anchorage on June 3-4:
Fairbanks, 7-8: Juneau. 10-11:
Ketchikan, 14-13; Sitka. = 17:
Nome. 21: Kotzebue. 22:
Barrow, 24:. Bethel. 28: and

Valdez, July 1.

Fight BIRTH
DEFECTS
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the ﬂood Thelr assistance, I'm sure, Was appreciated especially by
the families lacking tranisportation.  That will probably the outside
help we will probably ever see as nearly everyone else not really af-

fected by the: water was busy riding lhrough the town watching or

taking pictures and not giving any assistance.
I'apologize if I-sound negative in this instance, however it makes

a person miad to see a lot of ‘people sitting there snapping pictures -

when he $ tr\mg dCSmeICl\ to,save his home and‘belongings from
total ruin.

We even had the Governor dov\n here tm\dmf: around. Realis-
tically .1 don’t think ‘the trip will mean a thing in terms of assisting
the people but I suppose if 1 were.in his posiliun I.would want to
do the same thing.

The state has never hadi any type of pmu\m aailable to assist

rural Alaskans during disaster as_they havé for the major citjes, ex-
cept possibly. the make-work project afterwards by Rural Develop-
ment, but, if they want to-do something naw they ought to send

down @ team Of ¢arpenters to help the families rebuild and move .

their houses back on their foundationis or let the citizens utilize the
state equipment back at the base.

We have available in the surrounding area'a number of catsand
cranes which would assist the \1IIJgu> I would suggest that the
state even think of giving out some loans for rebuilding purposes
a concept -they have never thought of using before'in rural Alaska.

However as | mentioned before, it ‘would not surprise me if the
top - officials continue to ride “around and the pictures.continue
being snapped and in the end we make out as best we can,
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Fares effective
from May 28
thru June4,1971

JOHN SACKETT~Pauses in-the

middle of salvage operations to
talk to a Tundra Times reporter.
His lodge and geenral store went

-about five feet deep.
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FAIRBANKS
MAY 29 THRU JUNE 3
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ROUND TRIP FROM

Adults

$91.00
$80.00
$32.00
$56.00
$87.00
$87.00 $43.50
$27.00

Kids
$45.50
$40.00
$16.00
$28.00
$43.50




