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- A.CITIZENS’ GROUP IN VALDEZ has completed.its sutvey of unemployed: in their city:- The:
survey  is the latest incident in a fight between the city residents and the State: Labor Department..
The Labor Department puts unemployment in Valdez at 13 perdent. But the leader of the Valdez
group, Tom Mclntyre, says their survey showed a rate closer to 50 percent.’ *‘We went to every home
and mobile home in Valdéz,” said McIntyze. “In one residence, we:found one employed and’six *
unemployed.” - McIntyre said all residents of at least 18 years of age were counted: in the survey, as
were housewives. i Sk AL NS . i
THE TEAMSTERS SAFETY COMPLAINTS ON the North Slope Haul Road have been resolved., |
Theé Teamsters'stayed off the road for almost two weeks claiming lack of facilities and poor mainte::
nance made it unsafe. According to the plan approved by Teamsters, Alyeska and the Alaska Trans-.
portation Employers Association, the drivers will radio into check points. If a driver doesn’t arrive,
searchers will be sent out, The agreement also allows the drivers to stop at pump stations to eat at
regular mealtimes. : : : Sl i Ko 5

A DELEGATION OF NATIVE LEADERS met with Interior Secretary Cecil Andrus for two
hours. Following'the meeting, Doyon President Tim Wallis said transfer of Iand entitlements, naviga-
bility, easements and d-2 were discussed with Andrus. Wallis says they will bring back to Alaska a
better understanding of the time they will have available in dealing with land ¢onveyances. ‘The
secretary will ‘take our positions under consideration,” said Wallis; “and will notify (us) shortly of his
decisions.” - Wallis said the meeting was significant because it was the first substantial discussion with
the secretary since passage of the land claims settlement act. i o ;

THE ALASKA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION is copsidering a rate request from the Alaska .
Village Electric Cooperative. Consumers in the 48 villages now served by AVEC currently pay about
29 cents per kilowatt hour. That compares with abuii 4 cenis per Kwh paid by Ancheragefousto-
mers. The Rural Electrification. Administration provided the . funds which created-the electrical
programs administered by- AVEC. ‘But R.E.A. field representative Malcolm Cheek says village con-
sumers can’t afford to pay any more. “Proposals for increasing the rates as high as 41 cents perkwh
may make the project unfeasible,” said Cheek, “and the federal government would. have: no alterna-’
tive but to withdraw its.funding from this particular utility.” Cheek suggested that the state subsidize
the program. He said such a subsidy would have to be between $300,000 and $700,000 annually. .

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR CECIL Andrus has presented the’ Carter Administration’s
d-2 proposal to the Congress. It wauld place 92 million acres of land under wilderness designations.
Alaska’s Republicans in' Congress, Don Young and Ted Stevens, accused the administration of not
adequately studying the issue before deciding what land to set aside. “Well, that’s simply not true,”
said Andrus. “But I know. the side that Senator Stevens and Congressman Yoting are coming from,
and they are entitled to their opinion...Alaska has been quite well studied...it’s time now that we
make a resolution of the problem or we will see it fall into the same rows as the Lower 48 where they
kept chipping away at all their resources until there just wasn’t much left.”

GOVERNOR HAMMOND TRAVELED TO WASHINGTON last week to join Alaska’s Congres-
sional delegation in testifying before the Senate Energy and Resources Committee on d-2 legislation.
Hammond. told the committee that figures on acreage are not the crucial issue. “It’s not the total
acreage that’s important,” said Hammond. “It’s where the lines are drawn. You could do great
violence with only 25 million acres in so far as frustrating rational resource development in the state
of Alaska, or you could do virtually no violence at all with 100 million if it were so located to mini-

mize those concerns.”

LAST WEEK INAL

“““THE SEIBERLING SUBCOMMITTEE REJECTED A compromise d-2 proposal by Washington

Congressman Lloyd Meeds. The Meeds bill, according to Congressman Don Young, would: have
gllowed more time for study of possible wilderness lands and would have lowered the acreage placed
in wilderness categories.
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Alhew SPITFIRE Liquid-cooled high-
ree air compact ‘performance sled

Built-for-one sportabout is easy to handle,
fun-to ride. Powered by a 340 cc free-air

_‘enging and weighing just 275 pounds, -
Spitfire can romp all day.-An aluminum
slide-rail suspension adjusts to your
wgight and snow conditions. And a unique
direct drive system has about 40 fewer . '
parts than the drive on many other sleds.

_ Spitfire also has CD ignition and a riveted
grouser-bar track.

: Turn on the performance, hold down
the heat! Liquifire features liquid
cooling that improves efficiency by
reducing heat buildup. Reed-valve
engine—340 or 440 cc—is front
mounted for better handling. CD

_ignition provides sure-fire starts.
Disc brake gives sure-footed stops,
Dual Mikuni carbs. Wide 32-inch ski
stance. Adjustable slide-rail
suspension.
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supports a_few graduate assis- - responsibilities and the. distrac-

grant : from ; the: Department.
;onservatiol
tants: who bolster; the academic'
part of ‘the program by provid-
ing field " assistance

graduate students, 1oL
Alarmed that the X-CED pro-
gram' might: become the " victim
of :budgetary. -politics; 'students
from across ‘the state met ‘in

Tanana' in ‘December to launch

a united effort aimed at inform-'
ing law'ma:kex} i?:ﬂd .the publric
of the plight of the program.:In
a letter to Alaska Federation of!
‘Natives President Byron Mallott,
X-CED: student Ava Walsh; who.

chairs the' program’s. statewide.

policy-making - .- consortium,

wrote:

support those..active _ under-
graduate students currently. en-

.rolled in X-CED will not be able

to continue 'their education .in
‘the ‘fall of 1978. ‘Many of our

_students are-approaching - their

senior -year, and ‘without your
support of our program in the
State Legislature: we . feel this
unique ‘and ‘successful program
will. face losing some: very :im-
portant goals” by moving ‘away
from rural Alaska.” s

‘In ‘addition ‘ to doubt -about
funding  X-CED’s:administrative
costs, students must individually
worry about financial “support
for  their . tuition yand: books.
Funds for these purposes have
come primarily from the Bureau
of Indian: Affairs and the U.S.
Department: of “Labor under the
Comprehensive ©  Employment
Training Act (CETA). - Appar-
ently, at least in the Interior,
because of communications dif-

* ficulties between  the funding
sources, the two: local organi-.

zations,, that disperse funds to
students (Dena Aka, Inc., CETA
and the Tanana Chiefs Confer-

ence, BIA), and X-CED); students

have not known from semester
to- semester if they were going

to have any tuition support at
all

'Like “anything else, X-CED'

has “its ‘detractors.. ‘One source

- who spoke to the Tundra Times

as this issue  went ‘to press
alluded to a  hi drop-out
rate among X-CED students,
poor individual performance and
extravagant - spending practices

by X-CED, staff.  Such allega-

tions ‘would = naturally lead to
speculation that X-CED students

are receiving instruction ' in. the

field of education under less
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highly ‘motivated, déspite other .

i gg;ll:df&pmﬁns gg :i.trhd'political
'fight’ to; save’ their programs. '
Many are determined to. stick

. with" their., families  ;and;  their. -
{/'education;  even  though ' they -
- must look:forward to five years

~ of work before wm&lcting' their

{ ge'gt'ees instead of -the standard

our.. e
... Although ’ the ‘road- to_ the

‘rural classroom seems: long: for

:X-CED:students, there are small

%ompﬂn:_::iﬁqn&‘ along ' the way..
;' For: graduate\ student . Joyce

Shgles%ﬁ\&ﬂie,,:‘é‘%ﬁm that:

Native children:. can -recejve - a
- .quality education without losing

their Native identity: i

! “‘The important thing is that
- Native people learn  that what
‘. :they’ think: is true; and valid.
This' kind' of 'thing is critical’if
we’re going to: change Native
education without putting down
the Native culture, giving it the
‘Tespect ii deseives. .

For under-grad: Thelma’ Saun-
.ders” of “Kaltag; X-CED ' has
. made the impossible possible:

. “I've.always been interested
in' becoming. a teacher,” but' 1
have six kids; the last time I
was in ‘a classroom was 1964.
With X-CED, 1 could take care
of my kids:in my home and
still get.an éducation.” .

The students of ‘the X-CED
program are:in the’forefront of
a broader group of young Na-
tive ‘people who have begun to
discover ' that “village’ life “and
the - traditions_with which they
were raised hold a certain value
and are worthy of passing on to:
another generation.. ' They feel’
X-CED is one tool they can use
ttho hold their way. of life toge-

er.

® Hammond
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will‘be required to provide ade-
quate. assistance to agricultural
expansion in'Alaska. without in-
curting ‘a  clearly’ unacceptable
level of subsidization. No secret
-is' made- of the need for initial
subsidy. .-No. costs ‘are calcula-
tedly obscured. *No'argument
raised_as to the fact that cer-
tainly such a.project is a gamble.
However, it is the sort of gamble
we must be prepared to take if
we hope ‘" that: agriculture will
play ‘a_role inproviding a re-
warding . future  for - Alaskans
through renewable  resource de-
velopment. e
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