Native Genuine Markers Symbolic—

“Arts and Crafts Merc

] hmy be grouped under - two

One of the best courses in
Alaska Native history can be
gotten from reading tags on the
merchandise from Alaska Native
Arts and Crafts, The Markers
were originally developed to cer-
tify the items as genuine Alaska
made, Now ANAC has gone a
delightful step further to explain
the history of the art:
ESKIMO - CARVED

BILLIKENS

IVORY

“Billikens are interested crea-

tures-- k

Happy and gay in all their
features

From pointed head to curly
toes

They’re carved of ivory, by
Eskimos.

Diomede, Shishmaref, Cape.
Price of Wales. ;

They’ll bring on a smile-it
never fails, .

This biliiken is a good luck
charm

- Inténded to keep you from
harm

Just rub his belly twice a day

And you, like he, will be
happy and gay.” —M.L. Mc.

The rhymed lines of a former
school girl clerk of ANAC
briefly tell the story of Billiken,
one of the most popular of
Alaskan souvenirs.

In spite of the controversy,
most of the stories told about
billikens 'point toward their
Alaskan “advent sometime be-
tween the turn of the century
and the year 1913. Often asso-
ciated: with their appearance is
the year 1910. The first Eski-
mo billikens appear to have been

,carved either at Nome or Little
Diomede Island.

Stories are also told of trad-
ing for billikens with ivory car-
vers -on the Siberian side of
the Bering Sea. Billiken's arri-
val in- Alaska must have been
comparatively recent, since no
evidence to the contrary. has
been reported from the exca-
vations of old village sites.
The early Eskimo people had
“good fortune” pieces, but as
far as known at this time, none
were billikens.

KUSKOKWIM WOOD -
FACE DOLLS

Numerous- streams tumbling
from the glaciers on the western
side of Alaska’s' Mt. McKinley
join in the low lands to form
the slow, moving, wide = and
meandering Kuskokwim River.

The low areas of this tupdra
country surround the river town
of Bethel. Continuing on to
where the Kuskokwim flows in-
to the Bering Sea there is a
great marsh land, the nesting
grounds for millions of migra-
tory water fowl and a home for
mink, muskrat and other fur
bearers.

It is from the Eskimo homes
on this lower Kuskokwim drain-
age area that such authentic
Alaskan dolls, as you now poss-
ess, are handicrafted.

Most 'of the dolls are very
individual in nature and the fol-
lowing description will never do
for all of them.

The father has a part in this
craft. He secures the skins and

i carves the faces. But it must be
mentioned that some of 'the
Eskimo mothers and daughters
are just as accomplished at scul-
_pting the driftwood faces as
spinning sinew or sewing the
skin clothing. - This wood is
usually spruce, alder or cotton
o0od

wood.
The ruff of the. parka hood
may be composed of wolf, fox,
land otter or wolverine.
parka itself will more than likely
be made of muskrat or rabbit,
but may be reindeer fawn or
squirrel.
. The small tail trimmings and
fur tufts which appear on the
women's parkas relate back to

‘the time when the Eskimo #

.

The: ‘

people believed them to be a
means of escaping from evil
spirits.

Pants and mukluks are usu-
ally sewed: of seal skin. The
crimped soles of the mukluks
are formed of  soft winter
bleached seal or hard water-
proof skin of the bearded seal
(oogruk). i

The hands drawn up. inside
the sleeves of the parka often do
not show. Occasionally a doll

. will have skin-mittened,.woqden

or even bird claw hands.

A word of caution should be
added in that the seal skin and
other products used in the craf-
ting of this Kuskokwim doll isa

delicacy in the life of any moth.

Unless the doll ‘is constantly
moved about, stored  in ‘moth
crystals or mothproofed, it will
very likely be damaged by these
sts.
CEREMONIAL MASKS
Generally speaking, -
worn by the Alaskan Eskimo

masks,
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heads. Those worn by any
active tribal ' participant in a
festival or ceremony and those
worn only by the shaman.
The basis for mask wearing
stems ‘from the belief during
mankind’s early days that ani-
mate things had a dual existence,
possessing the ability to alter-
nate man and animal form as
they wished. 'The manlike form

. was termed the “inua.”
It represented the thinking;

side of the animal. ‘At death this
spiritual or thinking part depar-
ted from the body and became
it’s shade. Therefore, during the
various  people’s = ceremonies,
spring festivals and preparations
for the hunt, the participants
would' wear a mask representing
that particular totem or animal
crest which they desired to prop-
itiate.

During the dance: and asso-
ciated - ceremonies, the wearer
would become imbued with the

Crossword Puzzle
Qanereyarat Qeraruataaleriit

(No.

This bilingual crossword puzzie

7)

is designed

for those who are literate in the new Yupik
writing system developed by the Eskimo Lang-
uage Workshop at the University of Alaska in

College.
correct answers
next week.

The answers

are in Yuk Eskimo. The

to this puzzle will appear

Piluagagina.

Across ¥
Akitmun

1. your husband
“3.-a little
5. place, land
7. its skin
11. He wouldn't care to
see them.
12. bluff
14. her cooking pot
. two big bones
. foreign object in
the eye
18. Beg!”
- 19, Look here!
- my child
. leg
. He sharpened it.
. shadow
26. He digs it..
27. his arm !
+ I don't care for
coffee. =~
30, Quit! Stop!
31, name :
32, his father (var.)
. surface

Behold!

" 423 2nd
OWNER:
MANAGER:

SAVOY BAR

elightfully Uniq

Down
Acitmun
1. He opens his eyes,
wakes up.
2. There was a lake.
3. drinking place,

- fountain

- 4.1t had been their land-

ing strip, airfield.
6. They were going to
(about to) listen.
8. He didn't build.a bath-
house.
9. He sure was afraid. .
10. river f
13. asking for permission
. We read. (past tense)
. I'm'making sourdough.
. aunt, father's sister
. in his own world
. here

CURLY LEVI
TOMMY FULLER B

ue !

spirit of the animal represented
and according to the fancy of
legend, they became the spiri-
tual representation of the beast,
the bird of the animal of the
sea symbolized by their mask.

The second group of masks,
rather than being totemic and
common. to the ' individual  vil-
lage participant, were the pro-
perty of the shaman. To better
understand masks of this group,
it should be realized Eskimo
held. that everything inanimate,
as well as animate, was possessed
of a shade.

The shaman gave form objec-
tivity to these shades by crea-
ting masks’ to more realistically
represent them.

The shamans’ interpretation
of .a perplexed tribal member’s
dream for example, would nec-
essitate the invention of a highly
imaginative and often grotesque
semi-human being, whose mask
would serve as a mythical resi-
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dence of the shade.

A description chant, song or
Story was not sufficient “to en-
lighten the confusion of . the
dreamer. It was necessary to
create a mask—a visual, material-
istic symbol to substitute for the
less @asily’ understood word ex-
planations,

Eskimo masks from the Arc-
tic and Northern Bering Sea
are carved of driftwi and
skeletal whalebone, and are usu- -
ally in the form of a human
countenance. =

Masks of the delta villages
between the Yukon and Kus-
kokwim - River and along the
adjacent islands are more ela-
borate.

They visually portray a pri-
mitive supernaturalism with the
central mask figure represent-
ing the spirit body—while sur-
rounding it are the major appen-
dages of some, creature represen-

(Continued on page 8)

Alaska Business Directory

House of Fabrics

Fabrics for all your
.sewing needs

406 Barnette, Fairbanks, Alaska

: Sachs
MEN'S SHOP

‘108 Cushman...4564017

AURORA
BARBER SHOP
Alberta Grant
Chuck Hodge

127 Lacey Street

Tundra Times
Brings YOU
THE News

High Style . . .
at Low Cost ...

Completely correlated fusnishings
e ol pomrigid farmibiny

Fairbanks
Office Supply

P.O. Box 2552, Fairbanks. Alaska 99701

SUPPLIES

We have the largest inventory and variety
of office supphies in Alaska

PROMPT MAIL ORDER SERVICE
TO INTERIOR ALASKA

Write for Free Catalog

All Cash and COD Mail
Orders Sent
Freight or Postage FREE !

All mail orders will be sent COD unless
an account has been established.

Drug & Photo

*ALASKA’S LARGEST"

Prompt Mail Order
SERVICE & PHOTOFINISHING

*Prescriptions
*Photo Supplies
*Cosmetics
*Sundry Items

_P.O. Box 1390 Fairbanks ¥

DONALSON
COMPANY
PO Box 845
Anchorage,
 Alaska
Phone 279-3025

Fairbanks Lumber Supply
‘“Where One Call
Supplies It All”’

Box 629 — 272 lllinois St.

Garden Isle, Fairbanks
'452-2183

JMAIL ORDERS OUR SPECIA' 1y

| Fabric Shop

DEAN'S
- BEAUTY
LOUNGE

Room 107
Co-op Balcony
452-2060

A-1. ~ECORD SHOP
Foodland Shopping Mall .

P.0. 3ox 1313
Telephone 452—-3335

Alaska National Bank
" of Fairbanks
Complete Banking Service

Branches ot University

Nenana ~ Airport Road

Eielson — Delta - Tok
Main Office~Northward Bldg.

T Jetn's | dn’s !

1st & Cushman
Fairbarks, Alaska

Yukon 6fﬁoe
Supply, Inc.
' 'Sales - Service - Rentals

511 Gaffney Rd., Fairbanks
Phone - 452-1148




