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Melting Tundra Releases Oil Seepage from Past Spill ...

(Continued from page 1) long timbers connected by 47
As the ground warmed up with wide metal strips, attached along
the summer thaw in 1971, oil the upstream edge, was strung
continued to drain out of the across the creek about 200 feet
surrounding soil. To Alyeska’s downstream from where the oil
embarassment, a film on the wasentering.
nearby creek was first noticed “Several collection cans were
by some visiting Congressmen. attached to the floating boom.
A corrective.  measure was Each can had a wick installed
designed:  “A floating boom, to absorb the oil. Oil was also
consisting of three 4”7 X4 X 6" skimmed off the top of the

Sen. Stevens Interview ..

(Continued trom page 1)
help expand the present Boarding for subsequent years. Each year
Home program,  adding new Congress has to appropriate the
dormitory facilities and coun- money for the current opera-
selors. tions.

Through the Dept. of Health, Stevens remarked on the fact
Education, and Welfare, a bi- that two of the corporations
lingual program will be developed had not requested  the  full
at the community college level. $500,000.  After budget pro-

Senator Stevens mentioned jections, one asked for and re-
another bill now pending which ceived only $300,000, another
will have a direct impact on $384,000.

Alaska, the Ocean Dumping Bill. Originally no monies were to
This bill seeks to regulate the be made avaitable until after the
dumping of refuse in coastal rfoll was completed. In de-
waters. scribing the Alaska Native Land

Stevens is hoping to add an Claims Settlement as “‘unique”,
amendment that would allow the Sen. Stevens said, “I think it is
return of organic fish waste as Pprobably the most generous set-
a natural part of the food chain, ~ tlement the world has seen.”

If the exception is allowed, it It was significant, he added,
would greatly benefit the Alaska that “the money was there as
fishing and canning industries. Congress said it would be.”

Commenting on the first pay- He confirmed his belief that
ments on the land claims settle- Alaska’s representatives in Wash-
ment in Anchorage on July 1, ington, D.C., need to stay in
Stevens explained that an addit- close contact with what’s hap-

ional million would be

made
available for those regional cor-

pening in the state. At times,
he explained, this necessitates

porations who needed more than  being absent from Congress.

the initial $500,000 for
first fiscal year.

Future appropriations will be
based upon the budgets sub-
mitted by the new corporations

their

“There’s nothing magic about
a 1007 voting record,” he said.
“I've been in Alaska 10 out of
11 weekends in a row and I still
have a 87% voting record.”

Age Discrimination ...

(Continued from page 1)

public hearing in which  the
Board of Commissioners sat as a
quasi-judicial body and ruled on
a case.

“The Commission has infor-
mally (out-of-court) settled back
pay cases before,” Willard ex-
plained, “this is the first formal
order as provided for in the
State Laws Against Discrimina-
tion.”

In handing down the decision,
the Commission said:

“We hold that the McLaugh-
lin Youth Center arbitrarily and
capriciously used an administra-
tive tool to overtly discriminate
against the plaintiff (Stevens).”

Not all the Commissioners
agreed that the discriminatory
act was based solely on age,
however. In a dissenting opin-
ion, (Mrs.) Shirley A. Woodrow
of Anchorage said:

“[ believe the employer
should have the right to select
the best qualified candidate for
a given position. In this case,
the respondents, at the outset,
could not justify passing over
the plaintiff and the decision
was made to apply the Hunt
Memorandum.

“With respect to the applica-
tion of the Hunt Memorandum,
I agree, the respondents should
be held accountable for their
action — and for that reason, 1
concur with ghe Order. Had
respondents not applied  the
Hunt Memorandum, there would
be no cause to find that a dis-
criminatory act took place, as
the respondents justifiably could
have passed over plaintiff as
plaintiff was less qualified than
others on the eligible register.

“Respondents - should never
have to resort to a procedure
that ultimately could result in
violation of the civil rights as
defined in the Alaska Statutes,
as was the case now before us.”

[n the end, however, Commis-

sioner Woodrow also signed the

Order.

The monetary settlement re-
presents one-year back pay Mrs.
Stevens would have received had
McLaughlin Center not discrimi-
nated against her, Willard ex-
plained further.

By Statute, the Commission
has power to subpoena witnesses
and records and rule on a case.
It may order reinstatement, up-
grading, or promotion, with or
without back pay.

In this case, the Commission
ordered back pay and recertifica-
tion of Mrs. Stevens to the eligi-
ble register, that of Group Work-
er I - the position in question.
[t did not order her on the job.

“To discrimiante so blatantly
against a person does harm to
the State and the society it
governs,” the Commission said.

Willard said that Chairman
George has ordered stepped-up
enforcement of all forms of dis-
criminatory acts of practices
brought to the attention of the
Commission. He said he is now
in the process of reviewing all
cases now pending for advance-
ment to formal public hearings.

The Commission’s jurisdiction
is extended to all departments
and agencies in state government
and all private business and in-
dustry in the state.

Ruling on the Stevens case
were:  Cyril W. George of An-
goon; Shirley A. Woodrow, An-
chorage; Thomas Johnson of
Nome, and Willie Ratcliff of
Fairbanks.  Benny . Estepa of
Juneau was not present.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Pursuant
to applicable statutes, the Order

water as it piled up behind the
floating boom.”

The amount was apparently
decreased or stopped. Later in
the month, a film was again
noticed, and a ditch was dug
parallel to the creck to collect
oil draining out of the gravel
pad.
Harvey Yoshihara,  fisheries
biologist for the Fish and Game
Dept., Division of Sport Fish,
said his department  made a
rough estimate of the amount
of oil flowing into the stream
based on visual calculation

They estimated that from-one
to two gallons per day flowed
into the creek last year in
August.  Whether or not this
rate of flow was continual, he
could not say. When the tem-
peratures dropped to sub-zero,
the ground froze and retained
the oil. .

When it warmed up again in
1972, the same old problem
was there. The log boom used
in 1971 was utilized again for
a short time and new measures
were taken to get rid of it

Two small catch ponds were
excavated right at the creek
edge, pipes inserted to drain
water from the bottom, and the
oil burned off the top. Fires
were burned two and sometimes
three times a day during June.

Some time carly in June, it
was suspected that the amount
of oil must be coming from a
new leak rather than the old
problem. The leak was located
in a fuel line leading from the
bladder field to an upper storage
tank, in a buried section of the
fine.

The line was sealed off im-
mediately and a new one in-
stalled above ground, with a
portion remaining buried.

Neither BLM nor the federal
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy had any records of this June
1972 leak being reported as a
new leak. BLM  considered
that the problem was covered
as existing before.

Alyeska has a responsibility
to report to EPA and the Coast
Guard any oil spills wherever
navigable waters are involved.
Earlier reports were made: to
both agencies in 1971, but
neither sent a representative to
review the amount of damage

The corrective means were
approved by BLM’s Duane Fer-
dinand.

BLM explained:  “Any pro-
fessional should be able to make
a judgment. You may consult
with ‘others but the decision is
ultimately yours. It's like a
doctor.  If you called in ten
doctors, you might get ten dif-
ferent opinions,  but if you
respect his opinion, you go with

There is no fail-safe method
of cleaning up an oil spill. Ray
Morris, oil pollution expert for
the Environmental Protection
Agency, said, “If you've ever
walked into a situation where
there’s been any sizeable spill,
you take one look at it and
you have a helpless feeling.”

“Once they get away from
you, it's a real problem. If you

can contain it at the time of
spill, if you can anticipate ac-
cidents, you lhave a better
chance at corrective measures.”

On  pollution  in general,
Morris said, “Once you've got
people in an area, you get a
stove, you get fuel, you've got
a problem.”

This was the concern of the
North Slope Eskimos from the
beginning of the pipeline pro-
posal.  John Lear, writing in
the Saturday Review in 1970,
had said: “Mistakes were bound
to happen  They would have to
be suffered charitably i the
taith that their recurrence would
be prevented or at least mu-
minized by ongoing rescarch.”

In the Happy Valley incident,
it would not seem that there
has been any “‘research.”

No scientist took definitive
samples of the amount and rate
of flow of the oil seepage into
the creek.

No one tested the soil con-
tamination around the bladder
field. The darkened arca was
described as being due to natural
Arctic vegetation decomposition.
yet a handful  of it smells
strongly of fuel oil.

On Earth Day, 1970, Eben
Hopson of Barrow spoke on the
subject of the pipeline.

“We must remember that the
route north of  the Brooks
Range is almost 200 miles. The
Fish and Game Department of
the State of Alaska has officially
described that most  of that
route will be along the Sagavanir-
ktok River ‘for many miles™.”

“Then the Fish and Game
Department says: “Six addition-
al rivers crossed or closely ap-
proached by the pipeline north
of the Brooks Range contamn
important stocks of sports fish,

principally  Arctic  Char and
Grayling.” .
Harvey Yoshihara, fisheries

biologist, did not feel the Happy
Valley leakage was a major pro-
blem.  However,  he added,
“There's an accumulation factor.
We don't know where the oil is
being coliected. it it s con-
tinuing to leak.”

“If s being Hushed out)”
he smd, “no problem. 1wt
settles - a pool. on the eravel
bottom of a pool it could cause

problems.  Anv type ol spifl s
going 1o bea problem. Fvery-
thing has to be o aclanve

terms.”

“[ personally feel that Alyes-
ka had done a tairly good job.
they're taking action onat.”

The spill could have been
much more damaging, said Yos-
hihare if it had occurred at a
time when the fish were mi-
grating. Fish and Game does not
have abundant figures on the
fish population in the stream.
Alyeska also has a fish crew
and Yoshihara said there was a
very free exchange of data be-
tween their people  and  the
state’s.

In general, there has been
very little exploration i the
Sag drainage.

“If we are able to get the
natural population now, when
the road does come through,

Eskimo Olympics . ..

(Continued from page 1)

The popular Native Baby con-
test also requires that the baby
and mother be in full Native
dress.

One of the new events this
year will be the fish cutting
contest watched over by Mabel
Peterson, who is originally from
Barrow. ’

“Drop The Bomb” is the
name of a new game in which
four men hold a contestant

and Decision are ilable for
public inspection at the Anchor-
age Human Rights Commission

Office. ;

spreadeagle by his feet and hands.
As he maintains a rigid position,
they lift him and walk with
him, as long as he is able to stay

rigid, or until he collapses and
“drops the bomb™.

The Queen contestants will
model their costumes at a fash-
ion show at Travelers Inn on
Saturday, July 29 at 12:00, and
will have several other activities
planned for them during the
three days.

As it shapes up at this point,
the 1972 World Eskimo Olym-
pics promises to be the biggest
and best yet, with capacity
crowds at every performance.
Tickets can be purchased at the
gates of the Patty gy i

we'll know what our base was.”

He described the strcam be-
side the camp as a rearing
stream for  Arctic Char and
grayling. At times, Fish and
Game may advise construction
crews to postpone or forestall
construction activity that might
be damaging to the fish.

Fish and Game was quoted
on Earth Day, 1970, as saying,
“Predicting the impact of this
pipeline on the sport fish re-
sources of waters crossed by it
requires much more than edu-
cated guesses.”

Educated guesses by on-site
engineers evaluated the o) leak-
age at Happy Valley as nmnimal,
although it is a continuing pro-
blem that has persisted for well
over a year.

During that time, o1l has been
infiltrating the creek and no one
knows where the oil has gone
or what the cumulative cffect
will be.

If there have been as many
as three accidents (number three,
the dropping of a helicopter
fuel tank) at one campsite alone,
what is the total of small ac-
cidents in all the camps along
the route?

A BLM official siad, Ol
seeping into the Sag River really
isn’t much. 1f you had a tanker
leak in PrudhoeBay, that would
be major and the Coast Guard
and the EPA people would be
there.” ’

The Alaska Native has fought
every inch of the way to pro-
tect his land from damage. Isit
o be protected only when the
the damage is major, and not
when it is minor”?

Waszkiewicz descnibed the
number of government agencies
involved in one way or another
with the  pipehne  activity
as o “multi-headed monster Tike
you can’t believe.™

It is cunious and more than a
little disturbing that of all those
heads, only one BEM engineer
investigated  the magmtude ol
the damage at Happy Valley

It for no other reason, 1t
might have offered  positive
proof to the public and more
especrally, to the Alaskan Nuative,
that 1t was mdeed o Mini-Leak,
and that reasonable and orderly
procedures were followed, re-
sulting o total, fast, and ef
ficient clean-up

In Augost of 1971, Duane
Ferdmand wiote a summary of
his evatuation ot the problem
at Happy Valley.

“The cut-off trench below
the waste arca had only hmited
success i stopping the sub-
surface Mow of oil to the creck
This flow would be very ditticult
to stop and I would not recom-
mend that an attempt be made
to do so. Contanment of the
oil in the creck s a feasible and
practical way (o minunize this
problem.”

This series on  the Happy
Valley situation began with the
question:  What would happen
IF?  What would happen I
there is a major oil spill?

The “hmited suc " of the
Happy Valley clean-up is an
awesome indicator of the dif-
ficulties anticipated in  future
major oil spills.
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