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Taalak SeesSees-

Benefits

Sees-

BenefitsBenefits ofof-

Arctic

of-

ArcticArctic BoroughBoroughB-

yBy THOMAS RICHARPS ,. JR .

BARROW - OrganizationOrganilatlon ofof-

the
of-

thethe North Slope BoroughBoroughISis aa-

sIgnificant
a-

significantsignificant event not only bebe-bebe-

cause
be-

cause

¬-

cause it has become the largestIrgestlprgestIlprgest-

municipality
rgestrgest-

mUnlClpahtymunicipalitymUnlClpahty in thethl) world , andand-

not
and-

notnot only because it has becomebecome-
the

become-
thethe only first class boroughborouboroughboroughinh inIn-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska , but also because it is thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst opportunity for Alaska NaNa-NaNa-

lives

Na-

tives

¬-

tiveslives to controlcontrolresourceresource developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

¬-

ment and education in their ownown-

regIOn

own-

regionregion .

SentimentsSenllments of Arctic SlopeStopeStope-

villagcrs
Slope-

villagersvillagersvillagcrs toward creation of thethe-

borough
the-

boroughboroughboroughareare probably best rere-rere-

flected
re-

flected
¬-

flectedflectedInin the words of SamSam-

Taalak
Sam-

TaalakTaalak of BarrowBarrow-

"We
Barrow-

"We
Barrow-

"We"WeWe" will not have to be byby-byby-

standers
by-

standers
¬-

standers any more . We willw ll nownow-

be
now-

bebe able to make rules to governgovern-

our
govern-

ourour own country .:"'

Taalak thinksthmks of the boroughborough-
asas a solution to inequitiesmeqUilies inIin-

employmentemployment opportunities andand-

education
and-

educationeducation . Helie has one son , aa-

certified
a-

certifiedcertified welder , who is unableunable-

toto get a job on the North SlopeSlope-

Another
Slope-

Another
Slope-

AnotherAnother son , a student whowho-

had
who-

hadhad been attendingattendmg schoolschoolininmm-

Faubanks
in-

FairbanksFairbanksFaubanks , experiencedexpenenced suchsuch-

alienation
such-

alienationalienation and prejudice in thethe-

Fairbanks
the-

FairbanksFairbanks education system thatthat-

he
that-

hehe decided to complete highhigh-

school
high-

schoolschoolschoolininm a BIAB1A boardingboardmg schoolschool-

m

school-

ininm Oregon .

"ProbablyProbably" , only one-halfonehalf- ofof-

one
of-

oneone per cent ofofourour employableemployable-
people

employable-
peoplepeople are up North makingmaking-
some

making-
somesome money We can- 'tca- ntcan- 'tca- ntcan- 'tca- nt' breakbreak-

mto
break-

intointomto itIt.. It'sIts' pitiful .. When wewe-

observe
we-

observeobserve fifty or sixtySIX ty or moremore-

workers
more-

workersworkers coming up here everyevery-

day
every-

dayday , and they are all from outout-ouout-

side
t-tt-

side
¬-

side Alaska or FairbanksFalrlanksFairhanks, or AnAn-AnAn-

chorage
An-

chorage

¬-

chorage , you begin to wonder ifIf-

they
if-

theythey don'tdont' think that there isI-
SsomethIng

is-

somethingsomething wrong with our peopeo-peo-

ple
peo-

ple
¬-

ple that they don'tdont' hire . WhenWhen-

we
When-

wewe get the borough , we can pushpush-

local
push-

locallocal hirehue .

"MyMy" son became a certifiedcertified-
welder

certified-
welderwelder inm the State of Texas .

He has been tryingtrymg to workworkononon-

the
on-

thethe slope for one year and can- 'tca- ntcan- 'tca- ntcan'tbr- eakcan- 'tca- ntcan'tbr- eak'
break into itit.. There are lots ofof-

young
of-

youngyoung people here like that.. ForFor-

union
For-

unionunion jobs , you have to gogo-

through
go-

throughthrough
,
eitherIther FairbanksFalTbanks or AnAn-An-

chorage
An-

chorage
¬-

chorage .
"

Educational deficienciesdeficiencies-
might

deficiencies-
mightmight also be corrected ,. TaalakTaalak-

thinks
Taalak-

thinksthinks
thinks"I

"II" believe now , we can secseesee-

our
see-

ourour own highhIghschoolschool here ItIt-

takes
It-

takestakes money that people can illIIIII-

Iafford

il-

laffordafford to send kids out for aa-

year
a-

yearyear.. "
SpeakmgSpeak7flgSpeaking in general terms ofof-

the
of-

thethe borough , Taalak states , "II"I-

thmk
"I-

think

"

thinkthmkthmkItSthinkitsits wonderful .
. It is thethe-

only
the-

onlyonly way that we can get somesome-some-

thing
¬.-

thing for our losses . A couplecouple-
of

couple-
ofof years ago , Fairbanks wantedwanted-
toto form a borough to includemcludemclude-

the
include-

thethe North SlopeSIt'peSItpe' . I think , now ,
that we will be able to make thethe-
rules

the-
rulesrules for governing our own partpart-

of
part-

ofof this country .
"

Responding to opponents ofof-

the
of-

thethe new borough government ,
Taalak said , 'ThoseThose"Those'" peoplepeople-
might

people-
mightmight as well face up to the factfact-

that
fact-

thatthat they are fightingfightmg a lostlost-

cause
lost-

causecause in opposing this thingthmg .
Every one else in Alaska hashas-

accepted
has-

acceptedacceptedacceptedItitIt.. I thinkthmk that we willwill-

go
will-

gogo right ahead and organizeorga0l1e inIn-

spite
in-

spitespite of any delay they create ".


