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Other V oices—

Suppression of Natural

Dear Editor:
Your editorial on the forcing of English upon native
groups is most timely and important ond | hope gains

wide circulation everywhere, because it is putting the
finger on the most dangerous thing that educators are

doing to various tribal and cultural groups everywhere. i | _ MR. BOYKO'S STRATEGY in bringing our | sblome o
By suppressing the natural speech of these groups, hepe 0o . B e ot ,
they will gain nothing important but will couse the bt v Dol oo ey sy

younger generations fo lose a bt inli cannot be regained
by their descendants.

Having done this, they will find that the English or
Americon longuage will not continue the same in various
group areas for mony years, but will gredually change
until it becames again o widely ronging veriofion of
speech. |

We inherited our speech primarily from Scythia the
middle East where it spread it's influence both east
and west-to Europe, India ond way points os migrations
ond trade continved. The basic elements of the speec h
in all these areas is the some, but the fonal “I‘p ve | . Bem o R i SO S
the pronunciation of words thot are common to all h--f Publisher Anchoroge Do e g SR ‘
groups~"‘father, mother” eitc.

We say father or mother, the Itdlion ond Greek be-
came ‘‘padre and madre” and in earlier form “fater ond BRI T T LA e e iﬁnxr bR |
mate:"’, the east Indion folk *“pithri and mithri* and in 990 Demce Teem Competition : & pul fﬁ.‘:;.i:m-ﬂ;: ?.?}::* Fﬁ{ﬁr - ;
Europe you'll find “vater und mutter” and oll sorts of e :- Contest aa :;L_; rJ e 0 N0 Wr you *:-’1:
vari onts. M_m"" c"'""'_ ; ~able fo have “‘squatter’s rights™ but the Indians and ther

Speech will continue to change oecording to local
customs and hobits through the future os it has for

thousands of years before. The meaning of the words
clings to the cultural modes of the people ond will rel ol et © TGO T AR S e
continve fo do so. k (rwe. If we had quistly moved out from our home:

Each group transmits it's ideols ond customs in it’s '

own longuage and when you taoke that away from them
they lose much ond gain only temporary benefit.
Alaska has o system of totemic tribol groups ond o
wide voriation in range of native speech. It olso hos in
these various groups a highly developed culture, os one
con see from their wonderful .ﬂmlhuulph.
here a short time, but | realize that there is on m . oy el L
oo for stody mdinvestigation of these various groups. Guee ity * """ 4% bning. sble 1o toke.
:iﬂum-lwdn-u-ﬂﬂuﬁ:-lbmh =
continve fo operate instead of being tempororily muddied
"m"-ﬂhhhﬂmﬂnunm

force on them.
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