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BiologistsBI : logists findfind'snakesfindsnakes'' snakes in Southeastern Alaska
FAIRBANKS-IfFAIRBANKSIf-- you came toto-

Alaska
to-

AlaskaAlaska becauseb cause , "there'stheres" ' no ',

snakes " up here , then a curatorcuratcuratorcurator-
at

,
rr-

atat the University ' of AlaskaAlaska-

Museum
Alaska-

MuseumMuseum at Fairbanks may havehave-

bad
have-

badbad news for you ..'
RobertRo1;>ert ParkerPirker; Hodge concedesconcedes-

the
concedes-

thethe snakes are "havinghaving" a toughtough-

time
tough-

timetime getting established " hiin , thethe-

49th
the-

49th49th state , but they arearare here ,

There have been three sightingssightings-

ofof commoricommon garter snakes byby-

fede
by-

federalfederalfede ral biologistiologishbiologistsb ? inin-

Southeastern
in-

SoutheasternSoutheastern Alaska .
'

The 'sightingssightings'sightirigssightirigs' could hardlyhardly-

qualify
hardly-

qualifyqualify the State forfora-aa-, a snakesnake-

epidemic
snake-

epidemicepidemic , and .anywayanyway. HodgeHodge-

says
Hodge-

sayscomvletelyharmlesscompletelyharmlesssays they are completelycomvletely
harmless . In ., fact , he says , therethere-

are
there-

areare no poisonous reptiles brorbr-

amphibians
or-

amphibiansamphibians in Alaska .,

He said garter1garter snakes andand-

several
and-

severalseveral Southeastern amphibiansamphibians-
areare carried into Alaska by thethe-

major
the-

majormajor rivers running fromfrom-
Canada

from-
CanadaCanada .. Not enough research has-hashas-

been
has-

been

-'

been conducted to knowknow-

whether
know-

whetherwhether there is a breedingbreeding-
population

breeding-
populationpopulation of garter snakessnakesinsnakes-insnakesinsnakesin-
Alaska

snakesin-
Alaska

._- in
Alaska . They are limited toto-

Southeast
to-

SoutheastSoutheast.. Frogs , on the otherother-

hand
other-

handhand , abound statewide .

Hodge joined the museummuseum-

staff
museum-

staffstaff last fall , coming to thethe-
Fairbanks

the-
FairbanksFairbanks campus from aa-

position
a-

positionposition asascurator-curatorcurator'curator-' at the PointPoint-

Defiance
Point-

DefianceDefiance Aquarium at Tacoma ,

Washington . He has also workedworked-
atat the American Museum ofof-

Natural
of-

NaturalNatural History and diddid-

consultant
did-

consultantconsultant work for the Mass ..
Dept.. of Wildlife and the Wash .

State Game Dept..

His first love , apparently , isis-

amphibians
is-

amphibiansamphibians andandreptilesreptiles . HisHis-

book
His-

bookbook , "AmphibiansAmphibians" and ReptilesReptiles-
inin Alaska , Yukon and theth-
eNorthwest

th-
eNorthwest"NorthwestNorthwest-Northwest"- Territories ,, "
published by Alaska NorthwestNorthwest-
Publishing

Northwest-
PublishingPublishing Co . , is due out inin-

August
in-

AugustAugust..

There is a surprising number ofof-

amphibians
of-

amphibiansamphibians in.in. Alaska ,. includingincluding-
frogs

cludingcluding-
frogsfrogs , ,salamanders , newtsnewts andand-
toads

and-
toadstoads . The 'amphibiansamphibians'' have aa-

much
a-

muchmuch wider distribution thanthan-
the

than-
thethe snakes .

Tadpoles should be kept in aa-

gallQn
a-

gallongallongallQn jar at least half-fullhalffull- ofof-
water

of-
waterwater .

Hodge notes 'thatthat'' tadpoles areare-

voracious
are-

voraciousvoracious eaters and need a greatgreat-

deal
great-

dealdeal of algae and vegetable
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SALAMANDER-SALAMANDERSALAMANDERThisSALAMANDER---ThisSALAMANDERThis: - --ThisThis- - is a NorthwesternNorthwestern-
Salama.nder

Northwestern-
SalamanderSalamanderSalama.nder. , found in SoutheasternS'1utheasternS1utheastern' Alaska .

The frog common to almost.almost.almost-

the
almost-

the
.

the entire
'-

state
s-

tate'-

state
s-

tate' state is the wood frog ,

a small brown critter found in oror-

Qear

or-

nearnearQear temporary or permanentpenn'mentpennmentpenn'ment-
marshes

permanent-
marshes

'

marshes and standing waJerwater .

For the dedicated frog hunter ,

Hodge provides tips on findingfinding-

and
finding-

andand keeping them from infancyinfancy-
toto adulthood . Tadpoles , .smallsmallsmall-

fishlike
. mallmall-

fishlikefish-likefishlike- creatures complete withwith-

gills

with-

gillsgills , ultimately evolve into adultadult-

frogs
adult-

frogsfrogs .

They are easily captured byby-

dipping
by-

dippingdipping 'anan' aquarium net oror-

strainer
or-

strainerstrainer into a swamp bottombottom-
and

bottom-
andand pouring the contents into aa-

large
a-

largelarge container of water. WhenWhen-

the
When-

thethe tadpoles swim free of thethe-

swamp
the-

swampswamp debris they can be caughtcaught-
individually

caught-
individuallyindividually with a small net..

material as food to growgrow-

properly
grow-

properlyproperly . Adding a supply ofof-

organic
of-

organicorganic matter from the swampswamp-

would
swamp-

wouldwould probably do the trick . ItIt-

takes
It-

takestakes 304530-453045- days for tadpoles toto-

mature
to-

maturemature into frogs at roomroom-

temperature
room-

temperaturetemperature .

They should be kept out ofof-

prolonged
of-

prolongedprolonged direct sunlight toto-

protect
to-

protectprotect them from gettinggetting-
"cooked

getting-
"cooked"cookedcooked" " in their jar .

When they begin to show signssigns-

pf
signs-

ofpfof changing into frogs , a piece ofof-

floa
of-

floatingfloatingfloa ing material should bebe-

placed
be-

placedplaced in.in. the water so they cancan-

crawl
can-

crawlcrawl out onto itit.. Frogs breathbreath-
with

breath-
withwith lungs ,, like animals , andand-

loose
and-

looseloose their gills as they mature .

Baby frogs are difficult toto-

feed
to-

feedfeed , Hodge says , and should bebe-

released

be-

releasedreleased in the interest oTaTaT-

humane

oT-

humanehumane treatment.. If you insistinsist-

on
insist-

onon .keepingkeeping. them , they needneed-

large
need-

largelarge quantities of live food . . .

bugs , worms , flies , and similarsimilar-

delicacies
similar-

delicaciesdelicacies .

If you keepkeepaa frog fromfrom-

infancy
from-

infancyinfancy , or if you catch one asas-

an
as-

anan adult , Hodge suggests it bebe-

released
be-

releasedreleased in the fall so it can findfind-

aa suitable place to hiberriatehibernate forfor-

the
for-

thethe winter . FrogsFr.ogs. have beenbeen-

known
been-

knownknown tbtot hibernate for Uptip to
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SNAKESbyHeatherIN ALASKAALASKAThis? ---ThisThis- - -ThisThis- . snake , held by
Heather Hodge ofryf FairbanksFairb nks , was foundfOUhd inin-
South

in-

SoutheasternSoutheasternSouth eastern AlaskaAlas ka .

seven months at a stretch . ToTo-

deprive
To-

deprivedeprive them of this dormancy isis-

to
is-

toto alter their natural life cycle .

The only places in AlaskaAlaska-

where
Alaska-

wherewhere wood frogs have not beenbeen-

recorded
been-

recordedrecorded are the extremeextreme-
No

extreme-
NorthwesternNorthwesternNo western areas of the state ,
and thethe AleutianAleu tian Islands .

They have been recorded atat-

Galbraith
at-

GalbraithGalbraith Lake just north ofpf thethe-

Brooks
the-

BrooksBrooks Range .

There are other slithery-typeslitherytypeslitherytype-
creatures

slitherytype-
creatures

-

creatures in Alaska that may not
.. . . . , .

. .
nott

t .
.

a-aa-
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WOOD FROGFROG---ThisFROGThis- - - This crittercritter is commoncommon-
throughout

common-
throughoutthroughout most of Alaska .

be readily associated with thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth . The long-toedlongtoed- salamandersalamander-
isis found along the Stikine andand-

Taku
and-

TakuTaku rivers of SoutheastSou theast AlaskaAlask-
aand

Alask-
aandand the northwesternnorthwesterns-
alamander

northwesterns-
alamandersalamander is found only onon-

Mary
on-

MaryMary Island , the farthest southsouth-
island

south-
islandisland in Alaska .

The newt is widely distributeddistributed-
along

distributed-
alongalong the SoutheasternSouSoutheastern-
Panhandle

theasterntheastern-
PanhandlePanhandle from Haines ,. south ,

,,316316, are
"

easy to find , and live inin-

much
in-

muchmuch the same environment asas-

frogs
as-

frogsfrogs .

Not so easy to findfmd because ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir nocturnal and secretivesecretive-
natures

secretive-
naturesnatures are salamanders . "TheThe'The"The-
only

"' 'The-

only 'only , way to find them ," HodgeHodge-

says
Hodge-

sayssays , "isis" to look under logslo ,

rocks and moss adjacent toto-
standin

to-
standingstandingstandin water/waterwater-

Salamanders
water /."'

. Salamanders can be raisedraisraised-
from

dd-

fromfrom the larval stage just 'likelike'like-
frogs

'like-
frogs

' like
frogs . The onlynly differenceli! erence in th'ethetJietJie-

process

'theprocessprocessprocess is$ that they
, must havehave-

live
have-

livelive food throughout theirtheu liveslives-
as

lives-
asisas they are carnivorous

.
fromfrom-

birth
from-

birthbirth .,

Southeast boasts twotwo-
additional

two-
additionalidditionaladditional "frogsfrogs" .."" One ., is thethe-
spotted

the-
spottedfrogspottedfrogspotted ,. frog whichwhich isissimilar,'

similar
'

toto-
the

to-
thethethewoodthe ' woodw

, ,
od
, ' .

, frog
"

butbut"ab'outbutabout
,

"'
"

about
,

twice

as big with a salmon-coloredsalmoncoloredsalmonoloredsalmon-salmonsalmoncolored-
belly

--<: oloredolored-

bellybelly . Then there is the toad .

Hodge says the toad isI-
Sabundant

is-

abundantabundant throughout SoutheastSoutheas-
tAlaska

Southeas-
tAlaskaAlaska "inin" n phenomenalphenomenal-
numbers

phenomenal-
numberslongbeennumbers ." The toad has long
been used by SoutheasternSouSoutheastern-
Indian

theasterntheastern-
IndianIndian tribes carved on totemtotem-
poles

totem-
polespoles and headdresses . OftenOften-
described

Often-
describeddescribed as a "frogfrog" totem ," thethe-
toad

the-
toadtoad was , says Hodge ,, the modelmodel-
for

model-
forfor the Native carvings andand-
images

and-
imagesimages ._

Hodge is interested in hearinghearing-
from

hearing-
fromfrom anyone who findsfinds-

amphibians
finds-

amphibiansamphibians or repreptilestiles in Alaska .. .

He asks that a description of thethe-

critter
the-

crittercritter be sent to him at the UAUA-
Museurlt

UA-

MuseumMuseumMuseurlt . If the museum desiresdesires-

th
desires-

thetheth specimen he will write backback-

with
back-

withwith informationiJ formation on shippingshipping-
the

ippingipping-

thethe creature to Fairbanks, .

Partlyartly in jest and partly in allall-

seriousness
all-

seriousnessseriousness Hodge has createdcreated-
th

created-
thetheth fictitious "SocietySociety" of AlaskaAlaska-
W

Alaska-
WdrmWormWdrmW nn Salamanders ," withwith-

appropriate
with-

appropriateappropriate certificates to bebe-

awarded
be-

awardedawarded to people who havehave-

helped
have-

helpedhelped in surveying reptiles andand-
amphibians

and-
amphibiansamphibians in Alaska . .

Hel1e says , "TheThe" certificate is ' -
suitablesuitable forJar framing and portraysportrays-
aa wormwonnworm salamander in a sweatersweater-
bec

sweater-
becausebecausebec use it'sits' cold up here .:'*'

For the would-bewouldbe- naturalistnaturali-
stitcJ

naturalist-
itchingitchingitcJing to make a discoverydiscovery-
Hodge

discovery-
HodgeHodge sayssaysJ'there"therethereJ'thereJthere"' is a possibilitypoSsibility-

ofofofiofan311i an Asian family ofof-
salafuanders ',salamanderssalafuanders being found inin-

WesternWestern Alaska . It wouldwould-
prob.abty

would-
probablyprobablyprob.abtyprobabty. be 4-545- inchesinch long andand-

broWn
and-

brownbrown in color..""
If it lives in AlaskaAl lSka he said itit-

would
it-

wouldwould be found undernder rocks oror-

logs
or-

logslogs asas it is
.

very
\9)9)9\)secretive9)secretive .

.'

Native voting assistance bill
Sen . Ted Stevens hashas-

introduced
has-

introducedintroduced a bill to provide thatthat-

Alaskan
that-

AlaskanAlaskan Native need be givengiven-
oral

given-
oraloraloralvotingvoting assistance only ifif-

their
if-

theirtheir language is historicallyhistorihistorically-
unwritten

allyally-

unwrittenunwritten .

This is to correct a provision inin-

the
in-

thethe Voting Rights Act extensionextension-
passed

extension-
passedpassed last summer by CongressCongress-

an
Congress-

andandan signedsigned'intsignedint'' intQiinto publicpublicJawJawlaw .._

StevensStevens was successful duringduring-

consideration
during-

considerationconsideration of the bill last yearyear-

in
year-

inin .havinghaving., the exemption forfor-

histprically
for-

historicallyhistoricallyhistprically unwritten NativeNative-

languages
Native-

languageslanguageslanguages put in one section ofof-

the
of-

thethe "billbill'bill"' , but the floor managersmanagers-
refu

managers-
refusedrefusedrefu ed to accept an amendmentamendment-
for

amendment-
forfor jthe'thethe' exemption in anotheranother-
secti

another-
sectionsectionsecti n .,

ThisTI is meant that the minorityminority-
lang

minorityl-
anguagelanguagelangaglang ag provisions for ballotsballots-

and
ballots-

andand election materials continuedcontinued-
toto apply to the NativeNauve languages .

TheThThe law provides that if moremore-

than
more-

thanthanthantthanfivet,. five per cent of thethe-

votingage
the-

votingagevoting-agevotingage- citizens in a state oror-

politicd
or-

politicalpoliticalpoliticd subdivision areare-
mem

are-

membersmembersmem ers of a single languagelanguage-
m.inority

language-

minorityminoritym.inority. , ballot materials in thatthat-
area

that-
areaarea 'mustmustn)'' st be printedprin ted in thethe-

minortty
the-

minorityminorityminortty languagelanguag . This appliesapplies-
unless

applies-
unlessunless "' the minoritym ority .languagelanguage.

. isis-

oral
is-

oraloral or unwritten , in whichwich casecase-
only

case-
onlyonly oralral assistance has .toto., be ,

providedprovid d .
Alaskan Native ' languages areare-

traditionally
are-

traditionallytraditionally unwritten , althoughalthough-
anthropologists

although-
anthropologistsanthropologists in recent years
haveyearshavebegunbeun , to transcribetranseriQe ' thethe-
spoken

the-
spokenspoken ;' workw rk into writtenwritten-
languages

written-
languageslanguages for the first' timetim'eyerytimeyerytimeVery' ., ,

,Very ' >"
,

traditionallyusedfew ofof!\; those ., who
,
traditionally

usedsed NativeNative'l1a'l1al1a1gu' ' 'languageslanguages1gugesges , cancan 'readread'" '

thetl1e written versions .

The Act '. could require thatthat-

Alaska
that-

AlaskaAlaska provide ballots andand-

election
and-

electionelection materials in thesethes-
etrad

thes-
etraditionallytraditionallytrad itionally unwrittenunwrittenl-
anguages

unwrittenl-
anguageslanguages , whichwWch virtually nono-

one
no-

oneone canccann read ; causing the state aa-

great
a-

greatgreat unnecessary expenseexpene$ .

This could actually mean lessless-

voter
less-

votervoter assistance ,, Stevens pointedpointed-
out

pointed-
outout in introducing >,the.the<. bill . AA-

voter
A-

votervoter educationeducatigneducati <;>i pamphlet , whichwhich-

the
which-

thethe state prints and distributesdistributes-
to

.
to all voters , would have to bebe-

publishedpublished in a variety ofof-

languages
of-

languageslanguages other than English .

The cost of doing this wouldwould-

be
would-

bebe prohibitive , Lieutenantlieutenant-
Governor

Lieutenant-
GovernorGovernor Lowell Thomas hashas-

said
has-

saidsaid , andan the pamphlet wouldwould-

have
would-

havehave toto be discontinueddiscontinued-
altogether

discontinued-
altogetheraltogether .

Stevens said that providingproviding-
oral

providing-
oraloral votingvotng assistance has beenbeen-

shown
been-

shownshown to be the most effectiveeffective-
way

effective-
wayway of insuring full votingvoting-

participa
voting-

participationparticipaparticipationon in Alaska .

. "ToTo" require ballots andand-

election
and-

electionelection materials in anan-

unreadable
an-

unreadableunreadable language will costcost-

much
cost-

muchmuchmuch
"

moremore and do nothing toto-

achieve

to-

achieveachieve the goalgoalgoalofof the VotingVoting-
Rights

Voting-
RightsRights Act .

Passage ofofmymy amendment , willwill-

permit
will-

permitpermit AlaskaAlaskato,
.toto,. to continuecontinue toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide the voter assistance'asSistance'asSistance-

brochure
'assistance-

brochure

'

nochurebrochure andnd oral assistance'assistance
' toto-

th
to-

theththe[he minority language votervotervoterasas itit-

haS

it-

hashaShassinceas
,'

since ' before enactment ofof-

the
of-

thetheie Voting Rights 'ActAct'Act ,". but itit-

willend
it-

willwill/endwillendwillTendwill411 'endendTend'/ the current requirementrequiremenrequirement-
thatiatballotsthatballotsthat\thatthatiat/iat/;: .\; ballots be printed'printed' inin-

languages
in-

Ianguages '""'' few ' read " thethe-

senator
the-

"senator
mguages1languagesIanguages fe.wfew. can'can ,

senator"senator
"

enator
. ' .

said .

,
I-

fll, If you happen to,
to have 13 children the ' 9ddsodds are 8,1928192, to

,

11-

"f
1-

that"ff"fat" '
that

. ,
at 'fl1fl1all' of theJJlthemthemwill. wilwill! be'boysbeboys'

"
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HUDHUDnotUD not to CancelMantel
400 AlaskaAlaska-

housinghousinghousingunitsunitsunitsT-

he
unitsT-

heThe 400 .unitsunits.,; of low-incomelowincomelowincome-
Native

lowincome-
Native

-

Native housinghou ing recently allottedallottallotted-
to

dd-

toto Alaska will not be canceledcanceled-
by

canceled-
byby the DeptDeetDept . of ,. Housing andand-

Urban
and-

UrbanUrban Development , HUDHUD-

Secretary
HUD-

SecretarySecretary Carla Hills has assuredassured-
U.S

assured-
U.SU.SUS. . Sen . Ted Stevens .

Hills explained that a recentrecent-
temporary

recent-
temporarytemporary delay in fundingfunding-
these

funding-
thesethese housing units was causedcaused-
by

caused-
byby problems jnin cost control andand-

constru
and-

constructionconstructionconstru tion of 500 ' units nownow-

being
now-

beingbeing built in Alaska which thethe-

department
the-

departmentdepartment isistrying.tryingtrying., to avoid inin-

building
in-

buildingbuilding the next 400 units. TheThe-

delay
The-

delaydelay
.
did ;: notn9tnot constituteconstitute-

cancellation
constitute-

cancellationcancellationcancellation , sheslie said .,
Upon hearinghearin . that there was aa-

possibility
a-

possibilitypossibility of these units beingbeing-
canceled

being-
canceledcanceled , StevensStev hs had wired HillHillsHills-

that
*

thatat if the ;:omitsiunitsipni s wprewerew,re notnot-
realized

not-
realizedrealized it woUJdwowouldwouldmeanldldmeanmean furtherfurther-
housing

further-
housinghousing' problerhsprobleproblet riss wherewherewherea

'

a severesevseveresevere-
housing

rere-

housinghousing 'shortageshortages40rtage' already exists ._
Of i$ thet4e 400i4001} units', 127 areare-

scheduled
are-

scheduled
,-

400
4-

00,'
scheduled for'for thethe North SlopeSlope-
area

Slope-
areaarea ;;;' '" 43 forfodfort| the KotzebueKotzebue-

'regi
Kotzebue-

'region'regiregi'regionregion' regionll , 200200 repogrammedreprogrammed|{ fromfrom-

an
from-

anan earlier program , and 30 as yetyet-
undesigriated

yet-
undesignatedundesighatedundesigriatedundesignated.. (}

"I'mIm"'' glad tqto, see that this'this'this-

potentially
'this-

potentially
'

potentially , seriousseri us problem hasliaslias-

been
has-

beenbeen !
'
, satisfactorily resolved withwith-

HUD's

,
HUD'sHUDs' reaffirrnationreaffU1t1'ationreaffU1t1ationreaffirmation' '

, of theirtheir-

plans
their-

plansplans '
, to1totoprovide'!"', provide , AlaskaNaska withwith-

these
with-

thesethese '
:essential"essential"essentiallousing">

housingousinglousing} unitsunitst,'"StevensStevens said .:'., 'II,44', ,'
, '" , ' ') \,\ (, ' ;


