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Red Dodge Intention ‘Not Valid’-

Attempt to Get Contract on T-3 Fails, Goes to Interior Air

FAIRBANKS — Red Dodge
Aviation’s protest of the Univer-
sity of Alaska’s announced in-
tention to award a contract for
T-3 Ice Island supply flights to
Interior Airways was called “‘not
valid” today at the conclusion of
a one-hour public hearing on the
university campus here.

The hearing had been request-
ed by Red Dodge but the An-
chorage firm yesterday asked
that it be cancelled.

In a Telex message to" univer-
sity vice president Max Hullin-
ger, Red Dodge executive vice
president George F. Patterson
said: “The trustee has requested
me to advise you that he would
like the public hearing cancelled
due to inability to attend and
due to an adverse court ruling,
and without reorganization plans
completed the hearing would
be of no value.”

Upon receipt of this message,
the university decided to cancel
the hearing but the hearing offi-
cer, Fairbanks attorney Thomas
E. Fenton, subsequently advised
it that he had received no word
from Red Dodge and intended
to go ahead with the hearing.

Both Red Dodge and Interior
Airways, of Fairbanks, concur-
red in Fenton’s appointment as
hearing officer.

Testimony at today’s hearing
indicated that Red Dodge no
longer has the C130 Hercules air-
craft required for some 30 sup-
ply flights to lce Island, now ap-
proximately 1,200 miles from
Barrow.

Interior president Neil Bergt
testified that Red Dodge had
been ordered by a Pennsylvania
court to turn over its C130 air-
craft to a creditor bank.

Interior’s attorney introduced
as evidence purported copies of
Pennsylvania court records hav-
ing to do with Red Dodge’s sta-
tus and financial condition. It s
in receivership.

Hullinger testified as to how
the university determined the In-
terior bid was the “lowest re-
sponsible bid.” Red Dodge was
the apparent low bidder when
bids were opened in December.

At the conclusion of today’s
hearing, Fenton said: I find
the objection of Red Dodge is
not valid” and *“Red Dodge is
not the lowest responsible bid-
der.”

Interior is now flying the sup-
ply missions under a letter of
intent from' the university to
award it a contract, said Hullin-
ger. The contract award was
held up pending the outcome of
the public hearing, he said.

The university operates the
Naval Arctic Research Labora-
tory at Barrow under contract
with the Navy, and the supply
missions to Ice Island and other
scientific stations on sea ice were
arranged for under this contract,
Hullinger testified.

The Navy agreed with the
university that Interior’s was the
lowest responsible bid, he said.
He pointed out the university
has the right to reject all bids
and this was spelled out in the
bid specifications sent to all
prospective bidders.

Hullinger testified the univer-
sity follows the State Purchasing
Procedures Manual and in com-
pliance with it solicits bids for
all materials and services with a
value of more than $1,000. «

The university “several times”
has awarded a contract to other
than the low bidder, based on its
determination that the success-
ful bidder was best able to fulfill
terms of the contract, he said.

The university officer said
among factors considered in the
determination to award the sup-
ply flights to Interior was the
greater experience of its pilots in
landing and taking off from sea

ice and because of thé¢ financial
condition of Red Dodge which
could impair its ability to carry
out the flights.

_He determined there was a
“possibility of loss of life” if a
carrier could not meet its obliga-
tions, and there.was *“no assur-
ance” that a substitute carrier
could be called in in an emergen-
cy, Hullinger said.

The university was satisfied
that Interior was solvent and
fully capable of carrying out the
flights with the required aircraft,
he said.

Bergt said Interior’s three sen-
ior captains have a total of more
than 60 years in the Arctic and
60,000 hours of flying time, in-
cluding sea ice operations.

“We're actually pioneers in
that kind of operation,” he said.

One of Interior’s pilots, Rob-
ert Murphy, flew for the Naval
Arctic Rescarch Laboratory for
a number of years and “is the
world’s foremost expert in polar
region flying,” Bergt said.

Special skills in flying and
navigation are needed for polar
region operations and Interior
has these skills as well as the fi-
nancial capability to perform un-
der terms of the contract, he

said.

There are no other C130 Her-
cules carriers in Alaska to fly the
missions, Bergt testified. Alaska
Airlines, the third lowest bidder
on the cohtract, “‘is withdrawing
from the Hercules business,” he
said.
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Another Step Forward for Alaska
Native Housing Program

In another step forward for
Alaska’s Native f§lousing Pro-
gram, preliminary loans for 10
village communities have been
approved by the Department of
Housing and Urban  Develop-
ment. N

These funds allow the final
on site planning in the villages

to be accomplished prior to con-

struction by the AFN  and
ASHA.
The villages are:  Barrow,

Gambell, Fort Yukon, Hooper
Bay, Kotzebue, Noorvik, St.
Mary’s, Savoonga, Teller, and
Unalakleet.

The Jeane Dixon Predictions

PEOPLE

PRINCESS ANNE will think
very seriously about marriage
next May, but the Queen will
prevent it; this is for the good
because if she did marry in
1972, it would not work out.
However, there will be a ro-
mance next spring with a great
aura of mystery surrounding it.

Princess Anne, romantic by
nature, often imagines herself in
love. One day she will awaken
with a jolt when the “‘real thing™
comes along, and once jolted in-
to reality she will understand
that love, although a many-
splendored thing, is still reality

. the very core of life itself

. and that emotions only
imagined are hardly enough on

which to build a happy and last-
ing marriage.

For her own sake, the pretty

English princess should marry
someone of royal lineage; other-
wise she will experience miser-
able misunderstandings and live
o regret it.

Not much of a one for listen-
ing, the Princess will in this in-
stance listen carefully to her
mother. I fee! Princess Anne
will eventually marry the one
man just right for her, and | be-
lieve she has already met him,

The Princess is not only an
excellent athlete, but very intui-
tive and especially  sensitive
about her facial ~expressions.
While participating in a sporting
event in the near future, the

Princess will probably have 4
slight accident to one of her
feet. If she stays alert, she could
avoid this small accident. But it
will not be too serious, and will
be only temporarily disabling.

JACQUELINE ~ KENNEDY
ONASSIS will find 1972 on the
whole a happy year, but she will
experience a loss, either through
robbery or fire. Too, 1 feel that
during next February one of her
domestic staff will sell some pri-
vate information about  her.
How this can be avoided, I do
not know.

BOBBY FISHER'S terrific
power of concentration  will
bring him the world chess cham-
pionship.
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