. i
.

Tundra Times, chngsday November 17, l()7() :

Self-Determmatwn has Some Problems

* (Gontinued from Page One)

P.L. 93-638 ‘was passed, the act
sets up. ‘uniform . guidelines  to

~~—follow-+in arranging contracts.

Paul Pearson, a planner for Cook

Inlet. Native Association, points

out,.now' that the act has. been "

. passed, ' ‘“basically, ' everyone
understands the rules.”

Several. resolutions aiming_ at

solving. some of the problems

caused by the
Self-Determination . Act' were
passed . at . last - month’s | AFN

Convention’in Anchorage.

" One of these problems, Dayi
noted, is the definition of tribal
government. This definition -is
crucial in deciding what kind of
Native' organization is best able
to ‘manage 'a fedeéral' contract.
AFN | Resolution 76-84- states

~ that under the definition used in
the act, Alaska Natives may be
members of up to four tribal
organizations. - The _resolution
further charges that the Bureau
of Indian Affairs “has ‘taken
advantage of this loophole. to
manipulate Alaska Natives into
fighting: with one another ‘and
to undermine Regional Alaska

Native - Tribal = Governments
through = thé mechanism  of
failing - to". recognize -them: as

“Tribal Government.”

The - resolution calls - upon
Congress to” amend the act to
include Alaska Native regional
non-profit corporations as a type
of tribal government.

To date, four of .the non-
profit corporations are managing
BIA - programs. = They  are
Yupiktak Bista, Tlingit" Haida
Central Council, and Cook Inlet
“ Native =~ Association; all which
have relatively limited contracts.
The . fourth, - Tanana Chiefs
Conference, Inc. has the largest,
most comprehchs‘ive contract,
delivering . nearly  all services
formerly delivered by the BIA
to the northern and  interior
portionsof thestate. - i

The -AFN.. was dctive .in
delivering social services through
federal programs, now has term-
inated most of| these functions
and _helps ‘region and - villages
make . contract . arrangenients
with -the federal government.
Davis does not rule out the

possibility that AFN might pick -

up a contract on a temporary
basis ' if there were - difficulties
between the government and the
prime ' contractor, ‘such - as ' a
village or regional corporation.

Another. AFN  convention
resolution: requests Congress to
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require  federal agencies to" in-

-clude--a-reasonable-management—
self-determination.

fee in - all
contracts. The resolution states
- that regional’ non-profit corpor-
ations are in a precarious finan-
cial. position: -which . “requires
extraordinary - measures . by
-Native Corporauons and funding
agencies.’

According to. Davis, who has -

participated in fee negotiations
with BIA, the management:fee

.concept was" acceptablé  to -the

Area’ Director’s ' Juneau ' office,
but higher ‘level BIA officials
have rejected ‘it, Although' BIA
attorneys.  have ' ruled: : that
management fees are legal, Davis

said ‘some  officials  fear that if-
Alaska’ groups are given'a fee g

groups' in the “Lower 48 will
make. the same demand: He said
BIA is ‘uneasy about’ some of
the groups it has contracted with
because they have mismanaged
funds. ;

In another jab at the BlA the
convention criticized the agency
for departing from the intention

by-—altering—the—formula

i >
of the Self-Determination Act

passing . out . Johnson-O'Malley
funds to exclude some students.
This rcsoluuon states:

“Now, therefore " be ' it
resolved .+ that. the - Alaska
Federation. of Nativeg, - Inc.,

Human Resources: Committee
does’ hereby - prevail upon the
Bureau, of ' Indian -Affairs to
include all eligible students. in
distributing funds’ for Johnson-
O’Malley programs.”

Yet another resolution, less
pragmatic_and more . terse “than

the others, accuses the BIA of

dragging its feet -in. negotiating
service .contracts and-expresses

support for, dissolving the area

office  and .immediately- letting
contracts to the regions.

- Before turning over programs
to  Native :organizations;—the
Self-Determination. Act requires
BIA to make sure the organiza-
tion actually :has the ability to
deliver -the ‘services once the

government delivers the money.
The . organization must prove to

for’

have adequate personnel, equip-
ment and community support.
In  Alaska, the . non-profit
corporations are -generally con-
sidered . . the :miost practical
organizations .to- manage Native

programs. However, it is possible’

for villages to contract for ser-

vices. In some cases, it gives the:

village greater access to money
available from federal programs.

Although problems exist with
the ‘act, “observers are . certain
these' can 'be worked out. The
tribal-. definition = will. ~ most
certainly - be changed.  There is
hope - that a-new. president in
the White House will be respon-
sive to these problems than"the
Ford Administration has been.

Apparently, the Self-
l)clenmnauon Act is worth the
trouble to make it work right.

“I" “think it's’
significant,” Pearson added, I
-think it’s  the ‘most significant
piece of ‘legislation that’s come
«along in I don’t know how long,
as long as I cam remember.”

definitely:

(Continued from Page 8)

8. the Alaska State Department of
Education ‘adopt a strong position
of leadership in meéting the specific
needs ‘of the tural school districts,
most _particularly in developing new
regulations. in areas such as certifica-
tion ‘and 'in reviewing tenure as it
affects .the quality of education
provided rural students.

9. district school boards,  after

&

ion with ity school
committees, be allowed greater lati-
tude . in - making ' decisions regarding

the use of funds received from the

State for education.
10. this leadership by the Depart-

ment of " Education ‘and auendant

T ideration ‘of funding

extend - 'to, and place pamcular
emphasis on, alternatives for facilities
design, .operation - and' maintenance.

11. ‘a:major- revision in' teacher
training is needed in the: State of
Alaska to equip . teachers -to ade-
quately ‘meet teaching ‘requirements
peculiar to small schools including
academic versitility and cross-cultural
adaptiveness.

12, the University of Alaska be
directed to develop programs to
train ‘and retrain teachers for bush
teaching. Such  programs  would
include,” but not be limited to, a
summer session.to. retrain teachers to
meet immediate needs and a longer
range - program to. meet continuing

needs.  Further, there should ' be
established an  ‘advisory group of
rural education  practitioners to

help shape the above programs.
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While General Washington was lead-
ing his troops ‘against the British,
approximately' 74,000 Eskimos; Indians
and Aleuts were living in the land we

- now call Alaska in much' the same

way they had for at least eleven
centuries:  They lived -~ in  widely
separated communities all over the
face of Alaska. Many of them were
nomadic, and followed' the animals
they hunted along the shores of seas
and rivers and across land masses.
They .were rugged, - resourceful and
proud people.

rAlaska Native Entollment
|

for the second Native Enrollment.

Pouch 7-1971 -« Apchorage, Alaska 99510
| Please send me an application and instructions

_ Almost - ten years had passed since
‘the United ‘States had purchased
Alaska from the Russians. The Native

people of Alaska continued to live off
the land much as they had always

" done, but now a piece of paper said

the land belonged to the United States
By 'the beginning: of the twentieth
century whalers and ‘traders, ‘miners
and missionaries had penetrated to
almost every corner of the territory,
and things were beginning to.change.
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Almost five years have passed since
the enactment of the Alaska Native
Land Claims Settlement -Act. The
Alaska Native,.people have regained
pride and stature as well as benefiting
from land and money made available
by the settlement  But the Bureau of
Indian Affairs realizes some people
have failed to enroll for these benefits
and'so a second enrcliment has begun

‘Anyone who is at least' 1/4 Alaska {

Indian, Eskimo or -Aleut; who is a

U.S. citizen: and who was born on or

before December 18, 1971 and living
on that date, is eligible for benefits
under the Claims Act. You: need not
live.in Alaska or even have been born .
there. It does not matter if you are

adopted, a ' stepchild Yor otherwise
removed from your family.
If you or anyone you know is eligible

and has not enrolled; please send for
an application today. Completed.

' applications ‘must be submltted by

lanuary 2, 1977.
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