Tundra Times, Wednesday, September 1 1976

Page S

PAUL FRIGGENS WRITES ABOUT ALASKA

By BETSY BRENNEMAN'
.. Staff Writer.

Paul Friggens has been; writ-
. ing for Reader’s Digest . for
-29 .years.- During. much of ‘that
time his ‘yearning desire” to
know more about-‘Alaska per-
sisted and ' he began writing
:about  the state in 1969 with
a story ‘on the oil strike on the
“.North Slope. Two more : pipe-

line articles followed, the most
recent 'appearing over a year
ago. after he traveled . the full
length of the line.

As he became aware of the
‘land claims issue, Friggens began
gathering matenal talking to
native ‘leaders like Emil Notti,

-.John . Borbridge, Willie.Hensley....

and Howard Rock and keeping

up an active file. In the back of
his - mind he was “writing”
future article on the Alaska
Native Land Claims Settlement
(Act.

o But he decided to_wait until
the' act was implemented and

_the corporations were. off and

running. “This is a very complex
place,”. ' he says.  ‘“You don’t

just come. up here and write
“a "piece on  Alaska overnight

unless it’s very superficial.”

At the same time another
idea. was  brewing. Friggens
decided ‘that "it. 'was time that
Reader’s Digest’s estimated 100

‘million readers worldwide know -
.about...Howard..Rock...Friggens........__.....

had metvwith Rock, founder

Cemmon Inuit Iungucgo

Eskimo  Point—Communica-
tion in the north may take a
giant” step forward ‘this month,
as a number of Inuit gather,to
decide. upon a common writ-
ing system for
Canadian north.

Delegates to the meeting,
which will take place August
30 to September 3 in Frobisher
Bay, will include regional ‘lan-
guage commissioners, and mem--
bers. of a special advisory sub-
committee who have been study-

ing ‘the language situation for -

© two years i
Jose Kusugak, director of the
Language. Commission,
- operates through the Init Cul-
- tural Institute in° Eskimo Point,
explained  that a common writ-
ten language in the north would
do' much to alleviate communi-
cation. barriers between ' Inuit
in different regions: Right now,
there are five different written
systems in use in the north.
In addition to Inuit advisors,.
language ' commissioners, . and
-representatives ‘ from the six_
Inuit regional associations, dele-
gates  to the ‘meeting = are
expected to-include representa-
" ‘tives from the various churches

as well as: the territorial govern- |

ment.

They will listen to the reports
of studies done :during ‘the two
years the language commissiort
has been in existence, and then
decide whether they  wish to
.adopt these proposed systems:

* If these systems are accepted,
delegates will spend time work-
ing on an implementation plan:
to teach Inuit of all ages the new

writing ' systems 'as soon as

possible.
The new systems are based
on a 2l1-letter roman alphabet

‘and a syllabics system which:

has been reduced from 48 main
syllabics symbols to 42,

FEL-AIR

Air Charter Service
to All North slope
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- BARROW, ALASKA
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call

852-5900

the whole °

which '

- For more -information con-
tact: Jose Kusuguk, Director,
or Terry Reilander, Information

Officer, .-at  Inuit = Cultural
Institute, - Language - Depart-
ment,. Eskimo Point, N.W.T.,

XOE OEOQ. Phoné 857 -3323 or.

857-8820.

publisher and editor of the
Tundra Times, several times in
the past and says that he found
him - to be. ‘“‘one- of -the most
interesting, sensitive, quiet, soft-
spoken people I'd ever met.”
This = summer, when = he
returned . to - Alaska for  his
sixth trip, the roving editor from
Boulder, Colorado, was shocked
to learn that Rock has' passed
away in - April. - Now, .the

-personality piece’ may never. be -

written.

However, an article on land
claims is being seriously con-
sidered ' by - the = magazine,

although angcns says he -never
knows when and. if any of his

stories ‘will ‘finally appear. He’s .

fascinated with the idea of bush

stockholders’ and says he’s very

impressed with  the cadre of
young, capable,
natives in government and busi-
ness managgment.

Paul * Friggens also says that
when: he ' speaks “with
officials. and other knowledge-
able people, it . is - universally
agreed that the impact of land
claims is just beginning and that
it will be ‘far beyond what any-
one . suspected. He’s convinced

articulate -

state

“that the nauve corporauons are
a - tremendous® force in the
development of éapital for the

_state.

An update on the pipeline
may also 'come out of informa-
tiori he’s gathering this month
but. what Friggens would really . -
like to do is‘submit.a piece on

" Alaska for. the Digest’s “Arm-

chair' Travel ‘Log.” It hasn’t
been done . before and he says
it would not just be about the
state’s amazing natural wonders, .
but also about the -Alaskan

spiet, ‘its. people, its motiva-
tions, and its future. :

Energy Com pany of Alaska

- An Earth Resources Company

P.0. Box- 1070, Fairbanks

“By the time the pipeline comes on stream

75% to 85% of the costs of operating.
- state government will come from

taxes and royaltles from the 0|| mdustry

~

{ Bob Underwood

\““The owners of the Trans-

Alaska Pipeline have delivered

.their 1975 property tax return
oq the pipeline: The total val-
uation submitted with this re-
turn was $3.35 billion. To my
knowledge this was the larg-
est tax return that’s ever heen
filed — certainly.in the United
States, and as far as | know
in'the entire world. The taxes
from this will be approximately
$68million. This income will
be shared by the various
municipalities and the State.”

‘If you compare thetax
structure in Alaska with other
states (as it applies to the
petroleum industry) Alaska:
levies the Righest taxes of

. any of the oil producing states

inthe Umon
‘In the past fouror five
years for example, if you total
the lease sales, and the taxes
and royalties coming from
petroleum operations through-
out theistate, you'll see that
the contribution from the oil
industry already amounts to
some 45% to 50% of the total
state expenditures. i
Now if you look down the*
road, to the time when Pwd-

hoeiBay production com-
merices, 75% to 85% of total
state expenditures will come

_from the oil industry.

Clearly the oil industry pays
its own way in‘Alaska. v
And for that reason we feel

the oil industry is uniquely
suited to the needs of Alaska.
It's a capital intensive industry.
It brings large amounts of cap-
ital to'the state, in lease sales,

.investments, royalties and

taxes -- without the need of
spending most of this tax in-
come of the industry or

“its employees.

AtlanticRichfieidCompany &



