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PRUDHOE WORKHORSE the sikorsky S 64 helicopter ap
propriately nicknamed the sky crane is widely used in petrol-
eum activity onan the north slope entire drilling complexes are
transported across the tundra by the craft specifically designed to
carry massive toadsloads this sky crane is dropping a platform at
atlantic richfieldsRichfields SE eileen state no 1 drilling site the heli-
copter requires a crew of two pilots and a winch operator oil
company officilasoffi cilas admit its cost of operation is high reportedly
over 2000 per hour yet it has proved invaluable in enhancing
mobility the use of the sky crane has proven less costly to
atlantic richfield than the extensive use of tracked vehicles or the
development of massive land transportation which also may inflict
irreparable damage to north slope ecology

THOMAS RICHARDS JR photograph

FNAFN passes resolution
after noting the pronounced

lack of native participation in the
20th annual alaska science con-
ference the fairbanks native
association passed a resolution
this week protesting the freeze
out

the conference had such pan-
els as the condition of alaskan

natives today the only native
who participated was john bor-
bridge president of the central
council of tlingit and haida
indians

the resolution reads as fol-
lows

be it resolved that the fair-
banks native association believes
that the inclusion of only one
indian on the panels at the
science conference now in pro-
gress at the university of alaska
is a rerunre run of nearly all confer-
ences dealing with native prob-
lems

once again the experts be-
lieve that they have studied the
problems long enough and are
versed on the subject that there
is no need to hear from the

people directly affected
it is a matter of public

record that there are many quali-
fied natives in our state who
would have contributed greatly
to the conference had they been
invited to participate in thisthisjthise
conference i-

vewe the fairbanks native as-
sociation would like to see an
end to this type of shortsightedshort sighted
thinking and planning in the
future

during the meeting of the
FNA members tuesday evening
the group elected sam kito as
president of FNA eleanor ouztoszt 4

was elected secretary and emma 4

widmark made corresponding
secretary marcello quinto was
installed as a board member

deduceduceducationn retaining culturecu e
laska in fairbanks said the meet-
ing was a landmark in northern
education

there was an international
conference to consider problems
of polar bears but this is the
first time the worlds specialists
on the north have gathered to
consider the education problems
of the peoples of the north

darnell emphasized that the
purpose of the conference was
to inventory the education
programs now existing in the
arctic and subarctic regions of
the world and to provide a forum
for the exchange of knowledge
among those persons responsible
for the programs

this was not intended to be
an action conference he said
our intent was simply to bring

together education administra-
tors teachers aanddc sspecialistspecialists

llafrom the behavioralbehaviobehavior and social
sciences who are involved with
the far north

now that we have met the
conference may prove one spring-
board for solving the complex
problems of education for min-
ority peoples in the northern
regions of the world

participants at the meeting
came from the circumpolar na-
tions of canada denmark for
greenland finland norway
sweden US for alaska and
USSR

few indians or eskimos at

continued from page 1

tended but those who did strong-
ly expressed views that any fu-
ture conferences on education
in the north should involve a
majority of participants who are
indigenous to the north

asked why only a handful of
natives of the north were invited
to the meeting conference offi-
cials explained that participants
had been selected on the basis of
two criteria

recognized expertise on
cross cultural education in the
north

current commitment to pro-
grams in the north

the fact is that at present few
indigenous peoples of the arctic
and subarctic actually participate
in the formulation and adminis-
tration of their education pro-
grams traditionally they have
been on the receiving end only
a situation they generally dislike
and against which they have
become increasingly vocal

most conference participants
seemed to be in agreement with
complaints registered by indians
and eskimos dr norman A
chance a noted anthropologist
who served six years at mcgill
university and recently joined
the faculty of the university of
connecticut expressed a popular
view in a paper he belivedelivedeliveredred to
the conference

according to dr chance

the most ideally conceived and
implemented program of educa-
tion for native northerners is a
program that involves native nor-
thernerstherners in the design planning
and execution

if those of us in education
cannot revise our assumptions
about the importance of native
involvement in northern educa-
tional planning we can hardly
expect other less sensitive eco-
nomic and social institutions to
change their approach

in his recommendations for
the natives of alaska and canada
dr chance indicated a preference
for real rather than advisory
native representation on school
boards the teaching of prprimary
grades in the native language
the development of more effec-
tive adult education programs
and other measures designed to
assist the native to synthesize his
involvement in two worlds

it may be several months
before the effect of this confer-
ence is truly known but most
evidence points toward benefitsbenefits
for natives of the north in all
lands

the conference was jointly
sponsored by the university of
alaska at fairbanks and the arc-
tic instituteinstitueinstititeInstitUe of north america
with headquarters in montreal
it was funded in large part by
the ford foundation

AECC invitesS newsmennews en
the atomic energy commis-

sion has extended invitations to
state of alaska officials sports-
men conservationists and other
interested groups to visit amchitamchin

1

ka island in the aleutiansAleut ians on
saturday september 13 1969
the total number of persons that
could make the trip may be as
many as 80

the trip will be made on a
reeve aleutian aircraft chartered
by the AEC and will depart
from anchorage at 730 am
returning about 830 pm

the visiting group will be able
to spend about five hours on
amchitkaAmchitka where they will be
given a tour of the southern
portion of the island including
the location of a planned under-
ground nuclear detonadetonationoon and a
briefing on the AECs activities
there

newsmen who wish to ac-
company the group should con-
tact the AEC alaskan office of

information at 2550 spenard
road anchorage the teleptelephonehone
number is 2724585272 4585
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