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skillssk.msskms. in Yupik until theythey-
mastered

they-
mastered

'

mastered the secondseond language .
"IfIf" I sat inhi a class taught inin-

Russian
in-

RussianRussian I probably wouldn'twouldntwouldn'twouldnt.' paypay-
mu

pay-
muchmuchmu h attention ," t

eithereitheri,'"consideredcons dered Joe Martin , Savoonga '

principal who taught on thethe-
island

the-
islandisland before ,. bilingual waswas-

considered
'.

considered and-andandwas-. was concernedconcerned-
aboutabout the low

,'
scholastic showingshowing-

made
showing-

mademade by hishis'studentshisstudentsstudents . '

"TheThe" YupikYu ik child has to learnlearn-
so

learn-
soso many '

,skills : reading , aridandand-
writing

and-
writingwriting , and, before he had toto-

learn
to-

learnlearn them ' at the samemes: time hehe-

was
he-

was. was learningle rning a foreign language ,"
explains ShinenShinehShiners . It was aa-

mindboggling
a-

mindbogglingmind-bogglingmindboggling- ' assignment for aa-

student
a-

studentstudent.. Before they all'JookedallJookedall 'lookedlooked'looked-
like

''looked-
likelike slowslpw learnersl arners . Only the veryvery-
brjghtest

very-
brightestbrightestbrjghtest could workworkaf-afaf'atat-' '' anan-

average
an-

averageaverage level... With'With'' a goodgoad solidsolid-

base
lidlid-

basebase to learn basic ' skills , theythey-
are

they-
areare beginning to be ableabl to learnlearn-
English

learn-
EnglishEnglish as a second language .

And they average out like anyany-
class

any-
classclass ."

Luckily Dr . Michael KraussKraus ofof-
the

of-
theLanguageCenterthe Alaska Native Language
Center, University of Alaska ,

had been developing a modernmmodern-
Yupik

ademadem-
YupikYupik alphabet with ' VeraVera-

Kaneshiro
Vera-

KaneshiroKaneshjroKaneshiro , a Native of GambellGamb Il ,

and had interested many otherother-
Yupik

other-
YupikYupikYupikspeakersspeakers in laying solidsolid-
groundwork

solid-
groundworkgroundwork for a SiberianSiberian-
bilingual

Siberian-
bilingualbilingual program . There waswas-

very
was-

veryvery little printed materialmaterial-
available

material-
availableavailable with which to work ,. but teachers developed it as theythey-
went

they-
wentwent along .

The first year was a success .

Grades improved . ChildrenChildre-
nbecame

Childre-
nbecamebecame confident andand-
enthusiastic

and-
enthusiasticenthusiastic about going toto-

school
to-

schoolschool.. After considerableconsiderable-
bureaucratic

considerable-
bureaucraticbureaucratic haggling , the BIABIA-

took
BIA-

tooktook over the bilingual program .

Communication was poor atat-

first
at-

firstfirst.. Money did not comecome-
through

come-
throughthrough to pay the teachers and

the program waswas intermptedinterrupted
longintermptedlonginterruptedlong'., enoughenoughsoso people began toto-

appre
to-

appreciateappreciateappre ia e howhow'valuablehowvaluable' valuable it was .

WhenWhen-Whenthe;:,
- the money finally camecame-

through
came-

throughthrough , BlABIA' quickly made up
forupforlost tunetinetime , publishing 5555-

Siberian
55-

iberianSiberian$iberian textbookstextbooks in a scantscant-
'two

scant-
two
''twotwotwo yearyear periodperi d (with 10 moremore-
currently

more-
currentlycurrentlycurrentlyatat the printers) ,.

LonnLorin and Myra'Myra' Poage , who'wh '

headed the BIABlA program fromfrom-
Nome

from-
NomeNome , had workedworke4 withwith-

bilingual
with-

bilingualbilingual problems on the NavajcNavajc-
Reservation

Navajc-
Reservation

,
Reservation , pioneered a BIABIA-

program
BIA-

programprogram at AkiachukAki Ch\lkChlk'\ and werewer-
eenthuiastic

were-

enthusiasticenthusiasticenthuiastic$ aboutabou t StSt.. LawrenceLawrence-
'When

.'--'When'WhenWhen--' When we first camecam e up thethe-
alphabet

the-
alphabetfifiWhenI'
alphabet

,
was not'OatOat' evenwen definite .

There were 40 letters . Now therethere-
arc

there-
arearearc 30 ," ,recalledecJlled; Myra Poage,

.

"AndAndUAndU"Andwhen"AndwhenAnd when it first started ,

English was morem ore widely used .

Now the children get everyev'etyevetyev'ety-
ncept 'conceptcev'etyceveryconceptconceptncept first in their NativeNative-

languagc
Native-

languagelanguagelanguagc , then it is given inin-

'English
in-

'EnglishEnglish'English'
,. It'sIts' working well ..''"*: ,.

Early , last -. yeafyearyear ' a successfulsuccessful-
bilingual

successful-
bilingualbilingual workshop was held inin-

Savoonga
in-

SavoongaSavoonga and thethefuture-futurefuture'future-'- lookedlooked-
bright

looked-
brightbright.. Teachers were gaining inin-

experience
in-

experienceexperience , developing a test byby-

which
by-

whichwhich success .,' could bebe-

meas
be-

measuredmeasuredmeas red . But the plane carryingcarrying-
GaJ'n

carrying-
GambellGambellGaJ'nGaJnGambell'bell delegates crashedcrashedononon-

the
on-

thethe return trip killing fivefiv-
eteachers.the

fiv-
eteacherstheteachers-theteacherstheteachers.theteacherstheteachers--the-.-.- entire bilingualbilingual-

staff
bilingual-

staff .staff of Gambell .

Later a plane crash took moremore-
lives

more-
liveslives , butbu t the programprogram-

con'i
progra-

mcontinued',continuedcon- 'ico- ni i n u e d . YoungYou n g ,

inexperienced teachers learnedlearned-
fast

learned-
fastfast , and the children of GambellGambell-
with

Gambell-
withwith them .

It'sIts' working out real fine ,"
observed Franklin Kininsok ,

formerfanner Gambell mayor andand-
father

and-
fatherfather of seven . "NowNow" our kidskids-
understand

kids-
understandunderstand whatwht they read in

'

the books . WeWedidn't-didn'tdidn'tdidnt.didn't.didnt-. '.. When II-

was

I-

waswas in school some of the wordswwords-
I

idsids-
II learned I didn'tdidnt' know the

meaningmeaningtheyknowof. WithWi th bilingual they
know ' each word in English andand-

in
and-

inin Eskimo . And we'rewere' not aboutabout-
to

about-
toto give up our language ! "

Nancy WalungaW lunga opposedopposed-
bilingual

opposed-
bilingualbilingual originally becauseb cause

, mostmost-

of
most-

ofof her 12 children spoke EnglishEnglEnglish-

instead
$hh-

insteadinstead of YupikY pik and she didn'tdidntdidn't-
want

didn't-
want

'

want to endangerend nger their chanceschances-
for

chances-
forfor dealing with the white man'smansman's-
system

man's-
system

'
system ,

"TheyThey" caught English fromfrom-

their
from-

theirtheir older sistersiter$ ."" she explained .

And to her relief three years ofof-

bilingual
of-

bilingualbilingual training has not setset-

them
tt-

themlearningYupikthem ' back . "They'reTheyre" ' learning
Yupik too ., They don'tdont' speak itit-

much
it-

muchmuch but theyth y understand itit.. II-

realize
I-

realizerealize now they need itit.."

,
Hortense Okoomealingrok ofof-

Savoonga
of-

SavoongaSavoonga is impressed not onlyonl }' ,

by the progress ofof her childrenchildren-
inin English but YupikYu ik too . '

"OurOur" own kids kinda surprisesurprise-
usus '.. They can say words now inin-

Eskimo
in-

EskimoEskimo we have troubletrouble-
pronouncing

trouble-
pronouncingpronouncing ourselves ..""

For over 100 years there hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen enormous pressure on thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople '. of StSt.. LawrenceLaw'rence' to''

assimilate , but they havehave-
p.r

have-

preservedpreservedp.rpr. served much .ofof., their cultureculture-
along

culture-
alongalong with their language ,

despite a quickness to adapt toto-

modern
to-

modernmodern inventions like snowsnow-
machines

snow-
machinesmachines , tape decks and Dr .

PepperPeppe, .

"LonnLonn" Poage told me he didn'tdidntdidn't-
care

didn't-
care

'
care whether our language oror-

culture
or-

cultureculture survived or not.. The onlyonly-
tl

only-
thingthingtl ng that mattered to him waswas-

that
was-

thatthat the little EskimoEsklrto boys andand-
girls

and-
girlsgirls be better English speakersspeakers-
using

speakers-
usingusing Yupik as a tool ," recountsrecounts-
Vera

recounts-
VeraVera KaneshiroKaneshirQKaneshirp . But both goalsgoals-
may

goals-
maymaymay be wellwellonon their way toto-

fulfillment
to-

fulfillmentfulfillment ..

Three years ago the BIABIA-

introduced
BIA-

introducedintroduced a crash program inin-

phonics
in-

phonicsphonics (The Vail System )
which has enabled St.. Lawrence

studentsst dents to sound out words andand-
read

and-
readread with astonishing skill.. This1his:, ,

coupled with Yupik instruction ,

seems to bebl? gettingg tting far betterbetter-
results

better-
resultsresults scholaticallyscl10latically than everever-
before

ever-
beforebefore . AndAnd preservation ofof-

culture
of-

cultureculture is a happy by-productbyproductby.productbyproduct-. ..
"II" was very excitedexc ted when I11-

fmally
I-

finallyfinallyfmally realizedreal1zed we had a writtenwritten-
language

written-
languagelanguage Mrs . Kaneshiro said .,

"WhenWhen" Ir learned English II-

wanted

I-

wantedwanted to write our old legendslegends-

down
legends-

downdown but they didn'tdidnt' makemake-
much

make-
muchmuch sense when they werewere-

written
were-

writtenwritten in English . That took thethe-
taste

the-
tastetaste away ."

Now the legends are beingbeing-

written
being-

writtenwritten in Yupik and illustratedillustrated-
by

illustrated-
byby islanders and the flavor is allall-

there
all-

therethere .

There areate still problems , ofof-

coursecourseourse . Under the bilingualbilingual-
system

bilingual-
systemsystem the StSt.. LawrenceLawrence-
children

Lawrence-
childrenchildren do not work muchnuchn\n\ uch inin-

English
in-

EnglishEnglish until the third grade , yetyet-

they
yet-

theythey are still required to take thethe-

Standard
the-

StandardStandard Metropolitan test inin-

English
in-

EnglishEnglish twice a year .
',

"TheThe" teacher in the end isis-

judged
is-

judgedjudged on this test , so it'tittit't-

important
it't-

important
'

important ," explains DaveDave-

Shinen
Dave-

ShinenShinen . "ItIt" would be nice if theythey-

didn't
they-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' have to deal with that forfor-

the
for-

thethe first two or three years . "

Educators have
'

beenbeen trying toto-

work
to-

workwork out a test in Yupik butbu tttest"testtest-test"-

writingspecialiledtspecializedfieldis a highly spcciali/.edspcciali.edspcciali.ededspecialiledspecializedspecialiled-
eld

/.

fieldteld ., As yet nonQ satisfactorysatisfactrysatisfactry-
substitute

satisfactory-
substitute

()
substitute has beenbecn found forfor-
the

for-
thethe Metropolitan , but ShinenShinen-
believes

Shinen-
believesbelieves its just a matter of time .

Then there'stheres' the problem ofof-
funding

of-
fundingfunding ,. The BIA ran oiit0tit0tititlttofofof-
money

( it'

money for bilingual this springspring-
and

spring-
andand villagers arcare Worried, that thethe-
programs

the-
programsprograms may have otof bebe-

diSCont
be-

discontinueddiscontinueddiSCont inued .

Lonn Poage and Myra left lastlast-

week
last-

weekweek to take over his father'sfathersfafather's-
farm

ther'sthersther's-
farm

'

farm in Kansas but not beforebefore-
Poage

before-
PoagePoage workedw9rked with KpwerakKilwCrf1kKawerak inin-

trying
in-

.trying
in-

'trying-tryingtrying.trying'trying-.' to secure Title 4 .IndianIndian.Indian-
Education

.

.Indian-
EducationEducation money for the StSt..

Lawrence project.. Poage leftleft-
feeling

left-
feelingfeeling sure the bilingualbilingual-
program

bilingual-
programprogram areate safe and StSt..1OpehehopelieLawrence people 'certainlycertainly' !hope1Ope
helie is right..
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, : You'veYouve' never read , or seen , one ' like

,

this one ! :,*
S ,' "LONGESTLONGEST"LONGEST-"LONGESTREINDEER" - REINDEERREINDEER-

HERDER- HERDER " is the title of this ,. the most unusual book that was. everfiNer written .
' Its author

'
isis-

Chester. Chester Asakak Seveck , a full-fullfull-

blooded
full-

blooded
fu-

lls
full-

blooded
-

s. ' blooded elderly Eskimo . ChesterChester-
wrotewrote the book in his own wayway-
of. of talking English . Broken EnEn-EnEn-

glish
En-

glish
¬-. glish ? Yes . Does0085Ooes it make sense ?

I.& Definitely , yes .

: ' This is the wayV'ayVay' Chester doesdoes-

itit :..
"HOWHOW" HAVE LONG LIFE " t

,
. "ForFor" long live and joy life , II-

believe. believe these things - Keep ,. busy and do good workWrk() . Have. much exercise . Eat good foodfoo ,

._ . no waste anything and everyevery-
t

every.t ,' day enjoy what it gives and do. not spoil thfsthisth s tlay'daydaytlar' ") with much
16.16worryworry of tomorrowtom'orrQtomorrQtom'orrgwtomorrgw'

,
,

.

uu-

"Be
II-

"Be
.

"BeBe" happyhapp . I knowthiswayknow thisthisway,waywayii'

. . how I
., 'bebe' be "LongestLongest" Reindeer. Herder ." Start J9081908 , finish. .' .' 1954altogether19541954altogether,. ,,.., ltogether 44q4f§ years herd

., reindeerA"' ', .reindeer/reindeerreinde r/..-

.
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:0 LONGEST ,. REINDEERR
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, By CHESTERCHESTE ASAKAK SEVECK i..
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Want to Build in 76' 76?

Ili 111 ; 'ii' ll-

overover BLACKSTOCK HOMESHOMESoverover
50 5050-

Y

50-

years50GO wrrHGO WITH A WINNER
Yyears11rs yearsyears-

FromFrom the Aleutian chain to Barter Island ., . ,.

more Alaskans are living in Blackstock HomesHomes-

than
Homes-

than
'

than all other package homes combined . . .

Compare'Compare'Com'pComp' ' re . ., :. thenth n buybuy-buybuy-

Manufactured

buy-

t

- ' '

\

t\

ManufacturedJorJorManufactured for your specific area
PrefabricatedPref bricated , qre-cutqrecutRre-cutRrecutqre-cutqre- and packagedpackaged - no guessing

.
,

No cranes or specialsp,ial tools requiredrequired-
Standard

required-
StandardStandardStandardtreadil1rjeadil'yjeadilytreadil1r

.-

readily
r-

eadily
.,
.readilyavailable', available materials supplied

Eliminates wastwastewasth ., saves time
SirigleSingle family , mjjlti-familymjjltifamilym lti.famiIYltifamiIY-. & commercial bldgsmulti-familymultifamilyThe most completecomplcomp ) teto package in the industry-industryindustry-
evert

industry-
even

industry-
even

-
everteven the light bulbsbu1bsbulbs

f
are included

.

.

\

i

f!

if

i-

amI am interested in .single-family.singlefamily.singlesinglefamilysingle-family.:
:

- pOQ ,. multi-familymultifamily- O0 ,

recreational DO0 ,. light dommercfalqommercialommerc al 0CLl.. lam a contractor D0 ,

Realtor D0 , IndividualIndividualtomeHome-tometomettome- Buyer D0 , or otherother-

Name

!
, .

;
,

Name :
I

NameAddress

AddressAddressr rl ,

City _
CityState

StateStateI IStateZip '
Zip CodeC- 'odeC- odeCode-

callwriteor

\

call-write-orcallwriteorcall.write-orcall.writeorcall.writecallwrite-. - visit ,
: phone,

: 272-8127281272-811327281132728113-
J

2728113-

HOMES

2728113-

HOMES

- 13
J

HOMES , INC ,
,'!

,
- attaU . sales manager

507 WestWest.NortWestNortWestNorthern,. Northernern Lights BoulevardBoBoulevardBoulevard-

Anchorage
levardlevard-

AnchoragAnchorageAnchorag , Alaska 99503595039503 -

,
"

5 11-

ToTo getgetnearlyget -nearlynearly-, twice ththtthetht-

amount
the-

amountamount of juicejuicl' from aa-

lemon
a-

lemonlemon , soak it for 10 or
15 minutes in hot water .

"TheThe" cautious seldom err ., "
Confucius


