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NegotiationsVrgotiulious/rr/!, ( ) () lillilI"SlillilIS( } " underwayfllllerlIlls (krttay{, (l.-Yl-Y. toIl) putJ1ftl AlaskaAlas/taAlasta/ traffic onOIl RCAIlCAIlCAsatco,1RCAsatcomsatcotnsatco,1satco1satcom,,,.

Negotiationsegotiations arear " iiuderunder wayway-

inin111 WashingtonW shingtol1 . D.CDCD . ( . betweenbetwecnbetwecn-
RC'A

between-

RCARCARC'A' AmericomAmerkomAmcricom andl11d WesternWestern-

Union
Western-

UnionUnion which couldcOllld, purpulput .' AlaskaAlaska-

traffiL
Alaska-

traffictraffictraffiL: on RCARC'A Sat5atcol\15atcol1Satcoincom\ I withinwithin-

aa mattermailer ofor days .

Western UnionUmon tentativelytentatIVely-

agreed
tentatively-

agreedagreed to withdrawwithdra.w. its oppooppo-oppo-

sillon
oppo-

sition

¬-

sitionsillon to RCA'sRCAsRC'A
'-

s
s' petitionpelltion toto-

U

to-

useuseU e SatconiSatloniSatcont: 1I to serve AlaskaAlaka$ .

The agreementugreement , iKitif.' sanctionsaml1on-saml1onsanction-saml1on-
ed

sanction-
ed

; ¬-

ed by the Federal CommuniCommum-CommumCommuni-Commum-
'atIon

Communi-
cations

¬-

cations'atIonatIon' CommissionColnmlssloo ,. would alal-alal-

low

al-

low

¬-

low RCA Alascom to(00( utilizeutilize-

aa satellite which. 11Ich isl technicallytechnkallytechnkally-
supenor

technically-

superiorsuperiorsupenor for service to10 AlaskaAlaska-

atat halthall the costost now being paidpaid-

inin111 lease charges. to WesternWestern-

Union
Western-

UnionUnion .

ALASCOMALASCONIALASCOMcurrentlyALASCONIcurrentlycurrently is paypay-pay-

ing
pay-

ing

¬-

ing 5120,0005120000$120,000120000S$ I :WOOO, per month perper-
transponder

per-
transpondertransponder on Westar IIII., whilewhile-
lease

while-
leaselease charges on SatcumSatlvmSatcomSatcom-
would

: II-

wouldwould behe about 560,000560000S60,000S60000$60,00060000S60,000pel$60,000per$ , perpelpel-
transpund

per-

transpondertranspondertranspundr per month .

RCARC A AlascomAlascolll President BenBellBell-

W

Ben-

WW AgceAgee cmphasi/edcmphasiedemphasizedcmphas led/ thaithat supsup-sup-

purt
sup-

port
¬-

portpurt from state leaders was aa-

Slgmfkant
a-

significantsignificantSlgmfkant, factorfULt: H in111 WesternWestern-

limon's
Western-

Union'sUnion'sUnionslimon'slimons' decisiondeCISltf)) to withdrawwithdraw-
Itsits opposition to switchingsWltchmg AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
¬.-

ka traffictrame to SatcomSakolll II..

Gov Jay 'HammondHammondllammond7tanlmond' hadhad-

urged
had-

urgedurged the FCC to approveapprove-
RC

approve-
RCA'sRCA'sRCAsRC A

'-

s
s' petition to provide in111-111in-in11-

1terim
in-

terini
¬-

terimterini satellite service to AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
Alas-

ka
¬-

ka pendingpendi1g! a final decisiondeCISion-

onon whichwhkh commoncOl11mon carrier should

serve the statestate-

Both

state-

BothBoth houses ofor the AlaskaAlaska-
legisltture

Alaska-
legislaturelegislaturelegisltture: passed a resolutionresolution-
support

resolution-
supportingsupportingsupport ing the governor'sgovernorsgOVCrJllH'SgOVCrJllHS' rere-rere-

quest
re-

quest
¬-

quest ,. The Alaska PublicPublk Utiji-UtijiUtili-UtiliUtiji-
ties

UtiJi-

ties
Utili-

ties
-

ties Commission , the governor'sgovernorsgovernor's-
Office

governor's-
Office

'
Office of TelecommunicationsTelecomInunkationsTelecomInunkations-
and

Telecommunications-
andand SenScn Ted Stevens also urgedurged-
the

urged-
thethe FCC to10 approve the interimIrtteril11Irtteril11-

sWitch
interim-

switchswitch to(00( SatcomSatwll1 I1 . sayingsaying-
that

saying-
thatthat thistlm systemsystcm ,. wouldwoukl provideprovIde-
Alas"Jn

provide-
AlaskansAlaskansAlas"JnAlasJn" with the bestbesl avail"vail-"vailvailavail-"vail-
able

avail-

able
" ¬-

able satellite service aalat( the lowlow-low-

est
low-

est

¬-

est cosicostcaS !

cosi"Alascom
"AlascomAlascom". islS grateful for thethe-

support
( lielie-

supportsupport shown by Alaska'sAlaskas' leadlead-lead-

ers
lead-

ers
¬-

ers in our efforts to obtain thethe-
best

the-
bestbest satellitesalcJite) service for(or the

stateslate ,
" Agee said . 'ThereThere"There'""' ists nono-

qU

no-
questionquestionqUqUtion\tiontion\ that SatcomSatcoll1Satcont providesprovides-
better

provides-
betterbetter coverage of() f Alaska at a

much lower cost . I amal11 exex-exex-

tremely
ex-

treniely

¬-

tremelytreniely pleased by the deci-decideerdeer-

ston

-'
slonston .

"

I'mBernie/'m'mmI'mIm/'.
BernieJJernie:rulerule-
Sherwood.Sherwood
SherwoodICareSherwoodJICareJCare

Bernie is a maintenancemaintenance-
inspector

maintenance-
inspector

II-
inspector

tt-
inspectorinspector andand.hasandhas. has lived inin-

Alaska inrl';

Alaska anda'nd' worked forfor-
Wien

for-
Wien

f:<s

<

Wien AAirir AAlaskalaska for ooverver J-;,
20 years . BernieBernieliesflies/lieslies/ him-himhim&khimJhim-

self
him-

self
-

,

>}&kk&J
self,, and knows that "aa" lot ofof-
people

of-
people

of-
peoplepeople depend on you whenwhen-
you're

,<

you'reyoure' in our business ". He isis-

concerned
is-

concerned
is-

concernedconcerned for the safety of everyevery-
passenger

every-
passenger

every-
passengerpassenger and crew member .
That'sThats' why every airplane is checkedchecked-
every

checked-
every

checked-
everyevery day . "ThereThere" have been timestimeJtimeJ-
when

times-
when

times-
whenwhen

'-

scheduled
s-

cheduled
'-

scheduled
s-

cheduled
'

I've-groundedI'veIvegroundedI've"groundedIvegroundedI'veIve' grounded-" aircraft or delayeddelayed-
aa scheduled flight just to be sures<re "', '.

_ That doesndoesn'tdoesnt'tt' always make Bernie aa-

popular
a-

popular
a-

popularpopular person , but he'shes' one of thethe-
best

the-
best

the-
bestbest in the business . He cares becausebecause-
he

because-
he

because-
hehe lives here .
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