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be used as ‘ammunition by Con~ ¥

gressional opponents of land:
claims legislation. ' A better way.
of commenting, he pointed out;

. has been shown by AFN Presi-:

dent Don anht who. consis- |

.. tently calls the, administration”
- bill a good base from which to

‘work for a better settlement.
Senator. Stevens defended the
““one’ corporation”’ provisions, of !

- the ‘administration bill as a de-

-vise 'to simplify the passage ‘of

' -land claims legislation.

Nothing, he insists, in the
distribution portions of the ad-

_ministration bill, precludes na- -

tive groups from organizing dis-
tribution through' whatever:for-
mat' they choose - including re-

. gional corporations.

‘ “After the settlement is ap-
proved,” Stevens explained, *‘any
of the: procedural aspects can be
changed.” ol k) bl

Any . -unequal. ' distribution
pldn, he explamed should be
decided by a vote of ‘the bene-
ficiaries' of the legislation - the

‘native people of Alaska.

“If -the Congress must decide
the: management of land claims
money we get tied up in minu-
tia,” Stevens ‘said. - He pointed
out that the historical precedents

- :upon_which Congress bases its

power ' to legislate. land claims
settlements ‘may - preclude de-
cisions to distribute benefits un-
equally.
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dian tribes have, developed ‘their
own distribution  schemes: for
land claims moneys. He cited

‘the 'Alaskan Tlingit-Haida Indi- .

ans who provide money for edu-
cation and other tribes who have
set aside settlement money for

the education of their children.

Congressman Nick Begich, in
an interview in Washington, D.C.

} replied to an Anchorage Daily :

.1 News story last week which spec-

»ulate on reasons:why Congress-
;man Wayne Aspinall (D-Col.) has
‘announced he will omit Begich:

from the Conference Commntee
lon the land claims bill.

Aspinall, who'is chairman of
the: House Interior Committee,

has the power. to assign Con-

gressmen from.his committee to
work on’ the important Con-
ference Committee which recon-
ciles ‘differences between 'House
and ‘Senate versrons of legisla-
.tion.

gressman- Aspinall has never put
.a-freshman member of Congress
on-a Conference: Committee in
13 years,” Begich said. ‘Accord:
ing to the Daily News story,
Aspinall’s already announced de-

cision ‘not to - put the: Alaskan -

Congressman on a Conference
Committee is due to his support
of the AFN bill' (introduced. by
Lloyd Meeds) rather than As-
pinall’s own land  claims bill.

Raps Edwardson . ..
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faster on native land” claims as

- soon as -the SST is: over with.

“Timing . is: important. Don’t
pass judgement until you can
judge properly Give " me a
chance.”

After amending Edwardsen’s
resolution to include Alaskan
Senators Mike Gravel and. Ted
Stevens, the AFN Board- passed
the resolution, Begich told the
Tundra Times.. .

This was the extent of Ed-
wardsen’s  ‘‘confrontation,” he
said.

Discussing the incident. with
the Tundra Times-this week, on
his first day out of the hospital

~.after being hospitalized for sev-
" eral days with a kidney ailment,

Congressman Begich  stated,
“there ' 'wasn’t ‘any - ‘confronta-
tion”. -You don’t confront a
friend. You confront .an op-

p_onent

~ “The ‘world- ‘confront’ has a
little - more ‘aggressive connota-
tion. You have a dlscussron with
afriend.”

Congressman - Begich was one
of the sponsors of the House
version of the AFN bill - HR
4049.

Last Tuesday, on his way to .

Andrews AFBin Washington to
catch a plane to attend econom-
ic development hearings in Alas-
ka, Congressman Begich was ta-
ken suddenly ill. -He was rushed.
to Andrews Air Force Base in

sévere pain for emergency treat-

ment. From there he was trans-
ferred - to - Bethesda. Naval Hos-
pital and was not released urtil
Monday: - :

As of Monday he was home
resting and reported himself as
feeling much better.

Self-determmatlon s
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- for the Alaskan. governorship,

is presently Deputy Director of

- NOAA.

The: St. Paul Islanders have
passed  a resolution “protesting
the appointment of . this -non-
native Seattle based Community
Development. officer . for " their
island.

They call for ‘the adminstra-
tors of the National Marine Fish-
eries Service to allow them to
replace him with a *‘person from
either of our own communities
or of Native extraction,” accord-
ing to Bourdukofsky.

“We feel that this is the only
way to: get at the grass root
problems. and start developing
alternative programs to sustain

our communities [St. Paul:and -

St. George Islands] . and its fu-
ture.  We need a person who is’
knowledgeable 'about our cul-
ture, local economic status his-
tory and people.

“It is imperative - that “we
have a resident Community De-
velopment Officer.. Our circum-

~stances and efforts will require a

full time employee. An em-:
ployee stationed in Seattle and
coming in for a few. days now
and then would only add insult
to.our long standing injuries and
and injustices,” according to the
Village Council President.

At present, the villagers of
the Pribilof Islands are beginning
a vvital 'self government and self
.determination . campaign- to
change and broaden their peo-
ple’s economy..

Their traditional dependence

- upon the fur seal industry is di-

minishing as. the industry suffers
from attacks by Eastern conser-
vationist pressure groups seeking
to end the annual seal harvest.
To: ‘the villagers, beginning
their efforts to escape from cen-
turies of harsh white domination,
the recent appointment is -an
insult added .to injury. = Their
resolution follows: :
1
“THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED by the Council of the
Aleut Community of St. Paul,
-on behalf of the unorganized

Aleut Community of St. George

Island' that in keeping with Pres-
ident Nixon’s policies on self-
determination we be extended
this chance to think and plan for
our own future with the appoint-
ment of our own choice of a
Community Development Offi-
cer, and that we urgently request
removal of the present appointee
whose headquarters: are in Se-
attle, Washington and he be im-
mediately replaced by an  ap-
pointee of our own choosing.”

However, he said, many Kln-.

. “The real reason is that Con- ‘
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. Sen. Slci’ens CritioIZes Attacks .

Beglch said he did not believe
Aspinall’s announcement was

due to hls advocacy of the AFN‘

bill,

I think it shows that he is
serious about getting the bill out
‘as he 'is already selecting the
Conference Committee, *‘Begich
said about the decision.

Meanwhile in Juneau, Alaskan
native : leaders  are meeting with
Governor  Egan "and‘ Attorney
General  Havelock to'try to ob-
tain a state government endorse-
ment of the AFN land claims bill

The State Rural Affairs Com-
mission, composed of 48 mainly
native rural leaders, held its first
meeting .in Juneau oh Monday
afternoon.’  The Commission,
which is composed of AFN lead-
ers. plus ‘many others, endorsed
the ‘AFN position. They then

began discussions with’ the Gov-:

ernor and Attorney General to
try - to obtain state subport for
their position.

* After three days of Rural
Affiars - Commission meenngs,
the AFN plans a board meeting
for Thursday and Friday of this
week ‘to discuss speuﬁc AFN
business.

RuraliRoads R
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federal. highway assistance leg-
islation stipulates that the State
of Alaska must provide planning
responsibility .and five per cent
of project costs.

Although the state must desig-
nate projects and contrjbute to-
ward ' costs, . Senator - Gravel is
hopeful that the assistance ap-
propriation made by -the Con-
gress will be used for construc-
tion of paved roadways in vil-
lages. .

“This is an opportunity to
take the villages out of the mud.
It is the most significant pro-
ject in each one of the villages,”
stated Gravel.

He noted that the villages
had never before been included
in such federal highway appro-
priations.

The Alaska Senator envi-
sioned usage of the roadways
for other purposes in addition to
their role as thoroughfares:

“Part of the pavement could
probably be 'used. as the village
airport “itself in some cases,”
added Gravel.

“Perhaps a cul de sac could
be incorporated into the design
to allow for .a village square.
Now we can at least build a road
so that they can be dry,” he
said.

Gravel indicated that a mas-
sive construction program could
also be instrumental in creating
employment in rural areas.

The decision, he said, to seek

the funding came last August.

during a tour of the villages.
After landing at ‘the airport
at Quinhogac, located near Beth-

“el, Gravel and his party difficult-

ly negotiated the path between
the strip and the village. Breath-
ing laboriously, he then  .an-
nounced that roads would have
to go into the villages.

The  Senator indicated ' that
the appropriation was largely a
result of hearings held in Alaska
last July by the Public Works
Comm|ttee

“If anyone questlons the val-
ue of holding public hearings in
Alaska. . . let me point out that
the  transportation hearings held
in Alaska last July were in large
part_responsible for our sucess
in getting the extra $40 million
in ‘road building funds,” stated
Gravel.

Senator Gravel said that State
officials have indicated ‘to him
that pilot projects. in . villages
would 'be announced shortly.
The Senator was hopeful that
every village would be able to

benefit from roadways construc- -

tion projects.

"from that blast..
probably prompted the decision

Amchltka Blast .
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scheduled to date, certainly lar-
ger. than the l969 Milrow blast
of 1.2 megatons.

. A recent AEC environmental
impact ' report on': the  Milrow
blast reported no serious damage
 This . result

to go ahead with larger tests
on Amitchka.

On  April 14, Gov Wllllam‘

A. Egari urged that public hear-
ings be held in! Alaska, under

provisions. of the 1970 Nauonal:

Environmental - Policy Act
the nuclear test.
' The -governor sent leners re-

" questing. such hearings to two

Federal environmental protec-
tion ' officials - Russell Tram.
chairman of the. Federal Couricil

of Environmental Quality ‘ahd’

William- D. Ruckelhaus admm-
istrator: of the Federa] Envrro\n
mental Protection ‘Agency.
According to Governor Egan,
the larger blast: is code named
Cannikan and its yield will be

close to' five times that of Mil-

row.

Cannikan’ will reportedly be
a test of an enlarged warhead for
the Spartan anti-ballistic missile.
This is the long range version of

-the ABM designed to destroy

incoming enemy missiles in the
upper atmosphere. _It’s range is
more than 400 miles.

Cannikan will reportedly be
exploded at the bottom of a
hole- 6,000 feet deep and ten
feet wide, the largest such hole
ever dug for the underground
explosion of a nuclear test.

The AEC began use of the
Amitchka  site on a deserted
Island in the Aleutian Chain
when larger “yield underground
nuclear tests became impossible
at its Nevada testing site - within
a few hundred miles of Las
Vegas and Los Angeles skyscrap-
ers.

Amitchka, they said in their

report .on the Milrow blast, has
the advantages of being distant

.from human habitation and ac-

cessable by year round sea trans-
port.

The Milrow blas! accordlng.,
to. AEC; was a “calibration ex.
periment”” designed to determine
if larger- underground nuclear
tests can be carried oul on the
island safely. }

‘Alaskans have been cdncerned
that the frequent seismic activity
in. the Aleutian chain could’ be
triggered by such a blast - caus-
ing earthquakes or tsunami. This
did not occur after Milrow, but
the. greatly increased . power of
the proposed blasl has aroused

new fears,

Other: Alaskan political lead-
ers have echoed Egan’s.concern
and his call for environmental
hearings. . Among them is Sen.
Mike Gravel.(D-Alaska) who ech-
oed Egan’s call for envrronmenl-
al hearings.

Terry Miller. the Republuan
‘majority leader of the State Sen-
ate also supported the position.

*“How can the federal govern-
ment justify making private in-
dustry justify its. possible eco-
logical damage when the gov-
ernment doesn’t conform to the
act itself?” Miller asked. Other
State legislators also back this
position.

Alaskan newspapers have also
echoed public_concern. An edi-
torial ‘in yesterday’s Anchorage
Daily News quoted Majority lea-
der .Miller in his call for the
same 1970 environmental guide-
lines to be applied to govern-
ment projects and to private in-
dustry.

“In other words,” the edrlor
quoted Miller “if it’s good for
the trans-Alaska pipeline. it's cer-
tainly good for the federal gov-
ernment, considering the environ-

“mental risk being taken on Am-

itchka.”

‘Subcommittee Hearings
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the severe difficulties of building
conventional sewage collection
and treatment facilities in perma-
frost areas.

Alaskan officials ‘also concen-

. trated -attention on various def-

initions of .““Indian communities
or reservations’, many inappro-
priate to Alaska, which are used
to qualify  communities for In-
dian desk funds.set aside by
many federal agencies.

Mr. Pavitt presented detailed
testimony ‘on  the semantic and
jurisdictional provisions of many

federal laws which act to ex-

clude. = Alaskan rural villages
from various féderal economic
development funds, allocateéd for
Indians in Alaska.

One problem in. Alaska:cited

Alaskan . Commissioner of Eco-
nomic Development Irene Ryan,
is the inclusion of military base
employment, (which mainly con-
sists of cut-of-state resident sol-
diers) in employment. figures for
small communities near military
bases. - This, she says inflates
employment - -figures for the en-
tire community and may exclude
them' from aid for depressed
areas. Economic development
provisions . require -average ,per-
centages of employment for any

area requesting project. funds..

Various officérs. from Fair-
banks and the North Star Bo-
rough testified before the com-
mittee on. the programs which
were developed through  Eco-
nomic Development Administra:
tion grants, and how -a new
economic development act could
better serve Alaskans.

The Economic Development
Act of 1965, which established
the Economic Development Ad-
ministration: and funds for plan-
ning, research and economic de-

velopment projects, expires this
year.

With the information gained
from two months.of cross coun-
try. subcommittee hearings, Sen-
ators hope to have a basis for
analyzing the results of the for-
mer legislation and writing new
ma;or legislation.

“These hearings are the out-
growth of our awareness that
a situation exists in the United
States today which we can no
longer tolerate. While this coun-
try has generally prosperred over
the past 25 years, there continue
to be ‘unhealed sores of eco-
nomic stagnation and unemploy-
ment.

Despite ourpast efforts many,
many Americans continue to live
in or near poverty -with little
hope of ‘improving their condi-
tions,” said Senator “Montoya
as he opened the Alaskan hear-
ings.

Senator - Mike Gravel; intro-
duced-the other. members of the
subcommittee to Fairbanks press
at’ a breakfast meeting on the
morning ‘of the opening day of
the hearings. The senators
brought over. 20 of their: top
aides whom. they admit do most
of the work in drawing up legis-
lation, with them to Alaska.

According to Senator Baker,
ranking- Republican member of
the subcommittee, Alaska’s pro-
blems are ‘peculiar because Alas-
ka has “not only ‘a depressed
economy bur a frontier econ-
omy.

Bills for extension of the
1965 economic development act
are presently - pending in the
House, and a bill providing for a
one year extension has been
passed by the Senate.




