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.. Staff Writer

In: the isolated immur'ak Ba-

* sin_area of the Seward Peninsula,

an: empty. school house in an

abandoned village is™ the sole

“vestige of hundreds of Eskimo

_ people who lived and died in;
- ‘Mary’s Igloo.

In 11917, 400 people lived-in
that  village,  isolated from the.
outside' world by harsh terrain
and difficult transportatmn
Then, during the  winter of 1917-
1918, influenza hit ‘the village.
Like many native villages in' this
part of ‘Alaska, Mary’s Igloo was
devestated. ~Of its 400 or more
residen;s less than 100 survived.

'The ' orphaned ' children of
many - destroyed  families - were
scattered to the four winds - dis-
tant relatives in other vnllages

. orphanages - at - Pilgrim’s. ' Hot
Springs and Teller. " ;

During' World War. 11, Mary’s
Igloo was abandoned. In the:
abandoned: school building lay
the, records of a once thriving
community. .~ Almost . twenty
years of births, deaths and mar-
riages, of reindeer industry re-
cords and the written evidence

- of the daily lives of many people
remained in the’ empty building,
stored in filing cabinets, un-
guarded in case of vandals ‘or
wanderers. :

During- recent years, the Es-
kimo' people .of Nome and the
Seward Peninsula have felt their
past creéping ‘away as death
clair s the .old and the :white
man's culture steals the young.
Perhaps, one day, scholars ‘will
find- that epidemics weakened
the native culture in some areas:
of Alaska, and left others thriv-

ing.

Today, whole chunks of the
history of the Immurak Eskimo
people hang by slender threads.
For many  years, the interior
of “the Seward Peninsula was
isolated from the world - reach-
able only by torturous routes.
‘Today, increased = snowmobile
use; population, industry and
projected -roads bring. outsiders
into the sites of the memories
of its people.

Many of the priceless arch-:
eological . remnants of the Sew-
ard Peninsula’s native people will

‘soon “be. open: to  the - casual
visitor - who may destroy them
unknowingly.

Almost two \ears ago,  the
Arctic Native Brotherhood "in
the Nome area approached Lau-
rel Bland for professional aid
for a proposed project to take a
historical and cultural inventory
of the Immurak Basin area in the
interior of the Seward Peninsula.
Mrs. Bland, an expert in north-
ern rural Alaskan affairs, lectures
at - Alaska Methodist: University.

"+ During -past. months, :while
the details of a project for this
area has been worked out, funds
have eluded the ANB.

Some small parts of the pro-
ject have been carried out;
through private funding. = In
November, ‘Mrs. Bland returned
to New Igloo (the newer site of
Mary’s Igloo) along with Myron
Wheeler and “others ‘to retrieve
priceless documents of the early
reindeer industry 'in‘the Seward
Peninsula from the now looted
abandoned ' schoolhouse. =~ The
funding for this.small emergency
expedition ‘came’ from the Leg-
islative Council. *

. As'funding falters, industry ~

and intruders continuously enter
the no longer isolated Basin area.

Mrs. Bland’s' cultural preser-
vation ‘project lists such.sites as
the only known Eskimo: picto-
graph in Alaska. ~Among the

sites to be found are the ancient

landmarks of religious signifi-
tance to the Eskimo people. of
the area, as well as the sites of
their history.

* this area.

MYRON WHEELER

Although  the sites may en-
dure, very soon the significance
of many of them may be lost
forever. . William Oquilluk, born
in Point Hope, is'a man of over
75 who' lived most of his life in
In his childhood and
young manhood he was taught

“the ‘ancient history and stories

of his people. He was the drum-
mer  when the last Eagle-Wolf
dance was performed at Mary’s
Igloo (about 1914) and is pro-
bably the only person alive who
remembers the ceremony. - .
During the past months, he
has served as: chief informant
for . the .project - pointing out

‘and leading others to the loca-

tions -of the chief religious and

historical places of his people. -

Age and .. increasing infirmity
make it vital that his part in the
in the. project be completed as
soon as possible.

At present,. the preservation,

project falters for lack of funds
For many months, Myron Wheel-
er, the highly qualified assistant
project director, remained in An-

chorage to’remain- free for the

project and obtain necessary ad-
ditional umversny training.

In the spring as funding was’
still not oblame&_/\he returited
to Nome.

Last . winter, Mrs. Bland ap
proached  the Ieglslature tor a
36,000 dollar .appropriation for
the cultural .inventory project.
A grant of 85,000 may enable
the project to “work! during’ the

. summer months.

The ‘proposed inventory of
the historical and cultural sites
and monuments of the region -
by photo, sketch and narrative
could serve as a blueprint for
future ~ projects .now being
planned by other agencies.

.Also, preservation ofthe per-

ishable documents of the people .

who' lived in 'the region during

the “last. 100 years, will provide
an‘invaluable source for future

research. The proposal provides:
that they be stored in'a locked
file -
at, the University of Alaska li-
brary.. There, they can be closed
to the public but available for
those native people who require
access - and_for. the-ischolars
the native people allow access.
At present, with = marginal
funding: and promises’ of " tech-

nical ' assistance - and -aid" from -

many. agencies, the project hopes
to begin . work. ‘this summer,
Without funding for. an assistant
director’s: salary, however, My-
ron Wheeler may not be available
for the summer’s work.

By this point, to keep the
preservation - project going, all
of the interested individuals have
advanced their own private funds
hoping that some funding can
be obtained for.a full scale go
ahead.
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microfilmed and preserved.

Tundra Tlmes, Wednesday, Aprll 21, 1971

Abandoned Mary s Igloo Cenler of Concemv

Already, the first group of
papers from New Igloo are on
file for future generations, pre-
served from 'the tundra: where
they. were found scattered on
the ‘ground being used as kind-
ling in a traveler’s shelter.

In the past days, the old of -

the community spent. many’
years instructing their grandchil-
dren in the history and sacred
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places of their people For
many, wm(ers the ‘children and
young . men. memonzed the
stories. |

Today, after’ “the invasion of
other cultures "and devastating
epidemics, the old will die un-
heard of unless a .concerted ef-
fort is made to record the places
and the stories for future gen-
erations,
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PERKINS MUSIC -
Guitar, Violin, Banjo
Sales & ‘Repairs
Bows. re-haired. - Cases,

Special Orders Invited.
Mail Orders Processed in 24
hours.

3535 Shanley St.
479-6351

P.O.Box 339
College, Ak. 99701

House of Fabrics
Fabrics for all your
sewing needs

' 406 Barnette, Fairbanks, Alaska

Sachs
MEN’S SHOP

108 Cushman...456-4017
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at Low Cost . ..

Completely correlated furnishings
or all your office needs

Fairbanks
~ Office Supply

P.0.Box 2552, Fawbanks, Aliska 99701

SUPPLIES

We have the largest inventory .na varety,
of office suppires in Alask

PROMPT MAIL ORDER SERVICE
TO INTERIQR ALASKA

All Cash and COD Mail
Orders Sent
Freight or Postage FREE!

All mail orders will be sent COD unless
an account has been established

AURORA
BARBER SHOP

Alberta Grant - Manager

524 2nd Ave. 456-7071

DEAN’S
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LOUNGE

Room 107

Co-op Balcony
452-2060
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Drug & Photo

‘*ALASKA’S LARGEST”
Prompt Mail Order
SERVICE & PHOTOFINISHING

*Prescriptions
*Photo Supplies
*Cosmetics
*Sundry Items

DONALSON
COMPANY
PO Box 845
Anchorage,
Alaska
Phone 279-3025

Tundra Times
Brings YOU
THE News

Achman
ELECTRIC

170V willow Street
Fairbanks, Alaska

"~ “A-1. YECORD ‘SHOP
Foodland Shopping Mall

MAIL ORDERS OUR SPECIA 1Y

P.0. 3ox 1313
-Telephone 452-3335

Alaska National Bank
of Fairbanks
Complete Banking Service

Branches ot University

Nenono - Airport Road

Eielson — Delta — Tok
Main Office—Northward Bldq

jean’s
Fabric Shop

. 1st & Cushman
Fairbarks, Alaska

Fairbanks Lumber Supply
‘Where One Call
Supplies It All”

Box 629 — 272 Illinois St.

Garden Isle, Fairbanks
; 452-2183

™ Yukon Office
Supply, Inc.

Sales - Service - Rentals
511 Glﬂney Rd., Fairbanks
Phone - 452-1148




