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., ByByMADEL, MADELYNYN SHULMANSHULMAN-
Staff

"

Staff WriterWriter-

In

Writer-

In

WriterI, I

InI the isolated tmmurakfmmurakfmrnurak BaEaEa-

sin
Ba-BaBa-

sin

¬-

sin area of the SewafdSewardSewid PeninsulaPeninsula-
an

,,
., anan erriptyeqlptyerppty schoolscho l 1104shotnoijsese

,in aanan-

abandoned
atat-

abandonedabandoned village isis-theistheis-"thethe" thethesolesolsolesolesole-

vestige
sole-

vestigevestige of hundreds of EskirrvEskimoEskimcEskimo-

people
Eskimc-

peoplepeople who lived and died inin-

Mary's

.
,

Mary'sMarys,
.

' Igloo .
In 1917 , 400 peoplepe ple lived inin-

that

in-

that '' isolatedsolated fr thethe-

outside
the-

outside
that vvillagevillagerl1agej* fromm
outside ' world'world' by harsh terrainterrain-

and
terrain-

andand difficult transportationtranspottation .. .

Then , during the winter off 19171917-1917-

1918

-

1918 , influenza hit Ihe"JheJhe"the villageyillage ..

LikeUke many native villages in thisthis-

part
thithisthis-

partpart of Alaska , Mary'sMarys' Igloo wawaswas-

devestated
was-

devestateddevestated . Of its 400 ofotor moremore-

r

more-
residentsresidentsrresidentssldents , less than 100too survived .,,

;'TheThe' The orphaned children ofof-

ciany
of-

manymanycianymany destroyed families werewere-

scattered
were-

scatteredscattered to the four winds - disdis-dis-

tant
¬-.

tant relatives' in other Villages'villages'
,,,

orphanages at Pilgrim'sPilgrimsrilgrim'srilgrims' HotHot-

Springs

Hot-

SpringsSprings and Teller .

During World War II11 , Mary'sMarysMary's-

Igloo
Mary's-

Igloo
'

Igloo was abandoned . In, thethe-

abandoned
the-

abandonedabandoned schoolschoo building laylay-

the
lay-

thethe records of a once thrivingthriving-

community
thriving-

communitycommunity ., Almost twentytwenty-

years
twenty-

years

,
years of births , deaths and marmar-mar-

riages

¬.-

riages , of reindeer industry rere-rere-

cords
re-

cords
¬-

cords and the written evidenceevidence-

of', of the daily lives of many peoplepeople-

remained
people-

remainedremained in the empty building ,

stored in filingfilingcabinetscabinets , unun-unun-

guarded
un-

guarded
¬-

guarded in case ofofvandalsvandals oror-

wanderers
or-

wandererswanderers .

During recent years , the EsEs-Es-

kimo
Es-

kimo
¬-

kimo people of Nome and thethe-

Seward
the-

SewardSeward Peninsula have felt theirtheir-

past
their-

pastpast creeping away as death-
clair

deathdeath-
clairclaiiclair s5 the old and the whitewhite-

man's
white-

man'sman'smans'' culture steals ,the young .,
'-

will
w-ill'-

will
w-ill'-
willfind

'-

will
w- ill'-

willfind'Perhaps , one day , scholarsscholar.s.
find that epidemics weakenedweakened-

the
weakened-

thethe native culture in some areasareas-
of

areas-
ofof Alaska ,, and

,
left others thrivthriv-thriv-

ing
thriv-

ing
¬-

ing .

Today , whole chunks of thethe-

history
the-

historyhistory of theth Immurak EskimoEskimo-

people
Eskimo-

peoplepeople hanghan by slender threads .

For many years , the interiorinterior-
of

interior-
ofof the Seward Peninsula waswas-

isolated
was-

isolatedisolated from the world r., reachreach-reach-

able
reach-

able
¬-

able only by torturous routes .

Today , increased snowmobilesnowmobile-
useuse , population , industry andand-

projected
and-

projectedprojectedprojectedroadsroads bring outsidersoutsiders-

into
outsiders-

intointo the sites of the memoriesmemories-
ofof its people .

Many of the priceless arch-archarch-

eological
arch-

eological
arch-

eological
-

eologicaleologicalremnantsremnants of the SewSew-Sew-

ard
Sew-

ard
¬-

ard Peninsula'sPeninsulas' native people willwill-

soon
will-

soonsoon be open to the casualcasual-

visitor
casual-

visitor who themthem-
unknowingly

them-
unknowingly
visitor -- may destroy
unknowingly ..

Almost two years ago , thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcticArctic Native Brotherhood in-

the
inin-

thethetheNome-NomeNome- area approached LauLau-Lau-

rel

Lau-

rel

¬-

rel Bland for professional aidaid-

for
aid-

forfor a proposed projectproject to take aa-

historical
a-

historicalhistorical and cultural inventoryinventory-

ofof the Immurak Basin area in thethe-

interiOl
the-

interiorinterioiinteriOlinterior of the SewardSewtrd: Peninsula .

Mrs ., Bland , an expert in northnorth-north-

ern
north-

ern
¬-

ern rural Alaskan affairs , lectureslectures-

atatt Alaska Methodist University .

During past months , 'WhileWhile'while-
the

' ;
,

the details of a project for thisthis-

area
this-

areaarea has been worked.outworkedout.., ,, fundsfunds-

have
funds-

havehave eluded the ANB .

Some small parts of the propro-pro-
ject

pro-

ject
-¬-

ject have been carried out ,
through private funding ., In-

November
InIn-

NovemberNovember , Mrs . Bland returnedreturned-

toto New Igloo ( the newer site ofof-

Mary's
of-

Mary'sMary'sMarys' Igloo) along with MyronMyron-

Wheeler
Myron-

WheelerWheeler and others to retrieveretrieve-

priceless
retrieve-

pricelesspriceless documents of the earlyearly-

reindeer
early-

reindeerreindeer industry in the SewardSeward-

Peninsula
Seward-

PeninsulaPeninsula from the now lootedootedlooted-

abandoned
ooted-

abandoneeabandonedabandonee! schoolhouse . TheThe-

funding
The-

fundingfunding for this smallsmall'emergencysmallemergencysmall'emergency-
expedition

emergency-

expedition

'emergency
expedition came from the Legleg-legi-

slative
Leg-

islative
¬-

islative Council . '

AAs$ funding falters , industry-
and

industryindustry-
andand intrudersiQtrudersintruders continuously entertritertriter-
the

enter-
thethe no longer isolated Basin area .

Mrs . Bland'sBlands' cultural preserpreser-preser-

vation
preser-

vation
¬-

vation project listslist's
' such sites asas-

the
as-

thethe only known Eskimo picto-pictopicto-

graph
picto-

graph
picto-

graph
--

graph in Alaska . Among thethe-

sites
the-

sitessites to be found are the ancientancient-

landmarks
ancient-

landmarkslandmarks ofofreofreligiousreligiousre igious signifisignifi-signifi-

tance
signifi-

cance
¬-

cancetance to the Eskimo people ofof-

the
of-

thethe area , a'sas's well as the sites ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir history ..

. . , '" . . , II ' , ' "

1

1FJ

FJ ' .
'ySWy.rr, SW

. ,. ., " " '" " , ' , .

MYRON WHEELERWHE
,

LER
.

AlthoughAltho gh the
,
sites may enen-enen-

dure
en-

dure

¬-

dure , very soon the1hehe significancesignificance-

ofof many of therptheri1there may be Ibst16stlost16s-

tforever

lost-

foreverforever . William pquillukOquilluk , bornborn-

in
born-

inin Point Hope , is'aisaisla' manman of over
75 who lived mostmomattt of hish s life inin-

this

in-

thisthis area . In his childhood andand-

young
and-

youngyoung manhoodmaphood he was taughttaught-

the
taught-

thethe ancient historyhistoryandand storiesstories-

of
stories-

ofof his people ., He was the drumdrum-drum-

mer
drum-

mer

¬-

mer ,
when the last Eagle-WolfEagleWolfEagleolfEagle-Eagle-- olf

,.

dance was performed at Mary'sMarysMary's-

Igloo
Mary's-

Igloo

'
Igloo (about 1914)1914' ) and is propro-pro-

bably
pro-

bably

¬-

bably the only person alive whowho-

remembers
who-

remembersremembers the ceremony ..

DuringDIlrj.ngDIlrjng,. the past months , hehe-

has
he-

hashas served as chief informantinformant-
for

informant-
forfor the project - pointing outout-

and
out-

andand leading others to the loca-

tions
localoca-loca-

tions

¬-

tions of the chiefchiefreligiousreligious andand-

historical
and-

historicalhistorical places of his people .

Age and increasing infirmityinfirmity-

make
infirmity-

makemake it vitalvit l that his part in thethe-

in

the-

inin the project be completed asas-

SOQn

as-

soonsoonSOQn as possible .

At present ,. the preservationpreservation-

project
preservation-

projectproject falters for lack of funds-

For
fundsfunds-

ForFor many months , Myron WheelWheel-Wheel-

er
¬-

er , the highly qualified assistantassistant-

project
assistant-

projectproject director , remained in AnAn-AnAn-

chorage
An-

chorage
¬-

chorage to remain free for the-

project
thethe-

projectproject and obtain necessary adad-adad-

ditional
¬:-

ditional university training .

In the spring as fundingfundmgfundmgwasfundingwaswaswas-

stiU

was-

stillstillstiU not obtainobtain--obtainsheobtained , shehe returnedretunledretunled-

to

returned-

toto Nome .

'

LastL3st ;+.winterwinter., winterw t r'MrM?; i-MiM; -' ,

'
ss ., BlandBBlandand

"-

ap
a- p"

aarar-
proached

:

prpacheiiproaproachedhed thethe legislaturegislatureI ' forfor.a'
ja.aa.

36,0003600036,0003600036,60036600',
, dollar appropriationp'ppp' opriat on

.
forfor-

the
for-

thethe cultural inventory project .,
A ' grant of $5,0005000$55$ ,OOO may enableenable-
the

enable-
thethe projectproje t to work1worlwork1' duringdu ing thetthe-

summer
ee-

summersummer months/monthsmonths-
The

months /. "

The proposedpropos d inventory ofof-

the
of-

thethe historical andan'dan'dculturalandcultural' cultural sitessites-
and

sites-
andand monuments of the region -

by photo , sketch anil.3n3nan. '

narrativenarrative-
couldcouldould serve as a blueprintblblueprint*eprint forfor-

future
for-

futurefuture projects nowow beingbeing-
planned

being-
plannedplanned by other agencies ., .

Also , preservation off the perper-per-
ishable

per-
ishable

¬-

ishable documents of the,he peoplepopleppeople-

who
opleople-

whowho livedtived in the region duringduring-
the

during-
thethe last 100 years , will provideprovide-
anan invaluable ,, source fortor futurefuture-

research
future-

researchresearch ., TheTheTheproposalproposal providesprovides-

that
provides-

thatthat they be storedstor d in :' a locked
,

file - microfilmedmicrofilmedand'
and preservedeservedeserved-

atat the University of AlaskaAlaskalaska lili-lili-

brary
li-

brary
¬-

brary .. There , they can bea closedclosed-
to

closed-
toto

.-
the

t- he.thethe..the public but available forfor-

those
for-

thosethose native people whowhOwhdwhOrequirewhdrequirerequirerequire-
access

require-
accessaccess - and for the 'scholarsscholarsIscholarsIscholars-
the

'
!'scholars-

thethe native people allowjallowalloWjaccessallowaccessaccess .,

At present , with marginalmarginal-
funding

marginal-
fundingfunding and promises of techtech-tech-
nical

tech-
dical

¬-

nicaldical assistance and aid fromfrom-

many
from-

manymany agencies , the project hopeshopes-
toto begin work 'thisthis' this summer .,

Without funding for an assistantassistant-
director's

assistant-
director'sdirector'sdirectors' salary ,., howeverhowe\'erhowe'erer\' ,, MyMy-My-

ron
My-

ron
¬-

ron Wheeler may not be availableavailable-

for
available-

forfor the summer'ssummers' work .,

By this
'

pointpoint , to keep thethe-

preservation
the-

preservationpreservation project going ,. allall-

of
all-

ofof the interested individuals havehave-

advanced
have-

advancedadvanced their own private fundsfunds-

hoping
funds-

hopinghoping that some funding cancan-

be
can-

bebe obtained for a full scale , gogo-

ahead
go-

aheadahead ..

.AlreadyAlready., , ,
the first groupgroup ofof-

papers
of-

paperspapers 'fromfrom' New Igloo are onon-

fite
on-

filefilefite forfrf r futurefutute generationsgener tions ,, prepre-pre-

served
pre-

served
¬-

'

served from ' the tundra wherewhere-

they
where-

theytheytheywerewere found scattered onon-

the
on-

thethe ground beingbeibeipg'usedbeipgusedg
'
used as kindkind-kind-

ling
kind-

ling
¬-

ling in
'-

a
a'-

a
a'-

a
a' traveler'stravelers' shelter .

'

In the past daysdaysthe, -thethe-, old ofof-

the
of-

thethe community spent manymany-
years

many-
yearsyears instructing their grandchilgrandchil-grandchil-
qren

grandchil-
dren

¬-

drenqren in the historyistory and sacredsacre4sacred,

places ofof.,
theirtheirItheirpeople

I,
people . I! '. ForFor-

many
For-

manymany winterswint r$,, thethechildrchildrenchildr n andand-

young
and-

youngyoung men memorized thethe-

stories
the-

storiesstories .,
II-

Today

I'
!:

Today , after the invasion ofofIof-

other

I'

other cultures and devastatingdevadevastating-

epidemics
tatingtating-

epidemicsepidemics ,, the old will diedie;, unun-unun-

heard
un-

heard
¬--

heard of unless a concertedconcerted'ef-concerted'efconcertedefconcerted'ef-
fort

'"-

ef
e- f"' ef-efef-

fort
¬-

fort is made to record the placesplaces-

and
places-

andand the stories for future gen-gengen-

erations
gen-

erations
--

erations .
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