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Seeks EscapeEscape-Sometimes-EscapeSometimese,Escape-Escape--Sometimes-
Chickensometimes-Chickensometimes-EscapeSometimesChicken

Coop LeadsLeads-

T
Leads-

ToToT Babe'sBabesabes'?' Captivity

,

----.. . ." - - .

ALASKALAND'SALASKALANDS';' " "ALASKALAND'SALASKALANDS "BABEBABE

FAlRBANKS-LastFAlRBANKSLastFAIRBANKS-LastFAIRBANKSFAl RliANKS-RliANKSRliANKSLast- Last August aa-
hungry

a-
hungryhungry little Alaskan native wanwan-wan-
dered

¬.-

dered into Alaskaland , an enterenter-enter-
tainment

¬.-

tainment park , and staked gutoutut aa-
coop

a-
coopcoop of chickens . ChildrenChildrenChildren-
camped

Children-
campedcamped thereth re spotted the bearbear-
cub

bear-
cubcub as she climbed the coop andand-
called

and-
calledcalled park superintendent , LeeLee-
Meerifield

Lee-
MeerifieldMeerifield .
MeerifieldSince

Since"Since-Since"- that time the bear hashas-
been

has-
beenbeen eating regularly , but notnot-
chickens

not-
chicken'schickenschicken's' . And there must bebe-
days

be-
daysdays when she wishes she hadhad-
not

had-
notnot plotted the theft..

JP/*
When Meerifield arrived atat-

the
at-

thethe scene the bear panicked ,

and tried to scramble up aa-
neighboring

a-
neighboringneighboring tin roof. She slipslip-slip-
ped

¬.-

ped , landed at the superintensuperinten-superinten-
dent's

¬.-

dent'sdents' feet and ran into an emptyempty-
cage

empty-
cagecage that had once housed anan-
ocelot

an-
ocelotocelot.. Meerifield , naturally ,

closed the door and AlaskalandAlaskaland-
had

Alaskaland-
hadhad a resident bear .

She wasn'twasnt' very big then andand-
Meerifield

and-
MeerifieldMeerifield wondered if she'dshed' sur-sursur-

"She

sur-
vive

-.

vive .

"SheShe" started burrowing ,

slowed down her eating . FinallyFinally-
she

Finally-
sheshe pushed straw into both endsends-
of

ends-
ofof her cage and sacked out ,"';
he recalls . "WeWe" didn'tdidnt' see howhow-
she

how-
sheshe could get through that winwin-win-
ter

¬.-

ter . Then in March we werewere-
clearing

were-
clearingclearing the rpofsr>ofs and one of thethe-
workmen

the-
workmenworkmen said we had a deaddead-
bear

dead-
bearbear . I peeked in and didn'tdidnt' seesee-

anything
see-

anythinganything but black . Then sheshe-
peeked

she-
peekedpeeked back .

II"

They named her Babe , putput-
her

put-
herher on a balanced diet and builtbuilt-
her

built-
herher a roomy pen in the treestrees-
with

trees-
withwith a little stream and a doubledouble-
row

double-
rowrow of diamond fencing . Today

she weighs over 275 pounds ,
is still gaining , and she has bebe-bebe-
come

be-
come

¬-

come a favorite with park visivisi-vis-
itors

vis-
itors

¬-
tors .,

Through most of the summersummer-
she

summer-
sheshe prowled beneath a signsign-
re'ading

sign-
readingreadingre'ading'

, "DangerDanger" High Voltage "

and that'sthats' what the touriststourists-
caned

tourists-
calledcalledcaned her . Finally the park inin-inin-
stalled

¬.-
stalled a sign explaining herher-
name

her-
namename was "BabeBabe" ."

The high voltage refers toto-
a

to-
aa hot wire that tops her cagecage-
which

cage-
whichwhich she occasionallyoccasion3lly grapplesgrapples-
with

grapples-
withwith when-plottingwhenplottingwhen'plottingwhenplottingvhen-'plotting escape .

She does have her bad days ,

Meerifield admits . When it'sits' hothot-
she

hot-
sheshe sits in her stream waitingwaiting-
for

waiting-
forfor salmon-salmonsalmonthat-- that never appear oror-
sulks

or-
sulkssulks in a deep hole she'sshes' excaexca-exca-
vated

exca-
vated

¬-

vated under her little log house .

But on good days she'sshes' aa-
delight

a-
delightdelight ; wrestling with four autoauto-auto-
mobile

auto-
mobile

¬-

mobile tires in her pen , playingplayin-
gtugofwar

playin-
gtugofwartug-of-wartugofwar-- - on a branch withwith-
Meerifield

with-
MeerifieldMeerifield or clowning for cotcot-cot-
ton

¬.-
ton candy which tourists aren'tarentaren't-
supposed

aren't-
supposed

'
supposed to feed her .

And she enjoys her neighborsneighbors-
which

neighbors-
whichwhich include two reindeer andand-
two

and-
twotwo moose . "TheThe" other night II-
came

I-
camecame out and she and one of thethe-
reindeer

the-
reindeerreindeer were nosenos to nose withwith-
aU

with-
allallaU thethe-theother

-
other animals lying inin-

close
in-

closeclose ," Meerifield reports . "KindKind"Kind-
of

"Kind-
of

"
of iiiakes.nakesnakesmakes. you wonder what waswas-
going

was-
goinggoing on ."

WellWen , Babe isn'tisnt' telling . She'sShesShe's-
busy

She's-
busy

'
busy gaining weight for{or anotheranother-
long

another-
longlong winter'swinters' nap and , unlessunless-
someone

unless-
someonesomeone leaves her door openopen-
ot

open-
ororot she hurtles the "DangerDanger" HighHigh-
Voltage

High-
VoltageVoltage " she'sshes' likely to spendspend-
another

_

another season at Alaskaland ... .

sans chickens ;

r . .ee.
II;
.

-.: '- . , ,. -

, 47 .

. .

W' _
_

- .- - , '. - - -- --- .-- -". - .- - . -- - , -

" ' " '"BABE'SBABES"BARB'SBARBS NEIGHBORS.

EndowmentEndowment'onEndowmenton'onon'on the Artsrl$ GrantsGrllM, StateSuite CouncilCouncilonon the ArtsArl$
WASHINGTON , D . C-Con-CConC-ConC-CanCanCCong-

ressman
.- -:=

gressmangreSSl1,1angreSSl11an, Nick Begich announcedannounced-
today

announced-
todaytoday that the National EndowEndow-Endow-
ment

Endow-
ment

¬-

ment for the Arts is making a
$101.320101.320101320$ .. grant to the Alaska

State Counsel on thetheArts,Arts .

The money will be used toto-
assist

to-
assistassist the State Arts Agency inin-
the

in-
thethe development of its programsprogrun;$ .

Mrs . Mary Hale is ChairmanChainnanChainnan-
of

Chairman-
ofof the Alaska State Counsel on01101-
1the

on-
thethe Arts in Alaska . Grants toto-
organizations

to-
organizationsorganizations are made on a
50-5050-- matching basis .

SAUNA BATHBATHSBATHa-
nd
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MASSAGEMASSAGERates
Rates for Family

3 personspe son or overove-

rOpenOpen 24 Hrs .

2604 Cushman Street

-
" " " " " ''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' "" " " ,,,,,,,,,,, .

BOOKKEEPING SERVICESERVICEF-

RIEDA

SERVICEF-

RIEDA
, .

FRIEDA MACKOWIAK

14 Mile Nenana Road ,. P.OPO., . Box 132132-
Fairbanks

132-
FairbanksFairbanks , Alaska 99701997-

01Payrolls

997-
01Payrolls

997-
01PayrollsPayrolls , Bookkeeping , TaxTax-

Planning
Tax-

PlanningPlanning , Income ' Tax Service
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We'reWere'

onon-
YOURofNATIONAL YOUR ,

account !

NATIONALNATION-

ALspa
rrf.

.AJ.a.slqJAJa.slqJAJaslqJ.spaspat.-
4
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... .tt.4t4 00be', 'eoeraleoeraleciera/eciera': ecieraDeposit/ eposztDeposit[) InsuranceInsurancep-pp:-;.xpxp.xpEaton", 'allOnallOnEaton'

.carrycarry
Dankbankb<abankbankin
. WWYY aa-
InInn yourY.PurYPuryourt,Y.Purpocketn B. t"pOCr\elpOCrelpocketpocketWh-
en \When you tuck an NBANBA-
checkbook

NBA-
checkbookcheckbook in your pocket,,

we go where you'iOUiOU' go .

If you run across a greatgrea-
tbargainbuybargainbargainbuybargain-buybargainbuy-buybuy- buy itit..

If youyou-
like

you-
likelike to pay your bills inin-

person
i-

npersondopersonpersondoperson-dopersondo-dodo- itit..
If youyou-

like
you-

likelike the idgaideaid a of havinghaving-
emergency

having-
emergencyemergency money with youyou-
at

you-
atat all times-carrytimescarry- itit..

Together we can do almostalalmost-
anything

mostmost-
anythinganything . It'sIts'' more thanthan-
aa checkbook you'reyoure' carryingcarrying-carrying-
you've

-

you'veyouve' got the whole bankbank-
in

bank-
inin your pocket.. That maymay-
seem

may-
seemseem like a weighty idea . . .

but you'dyoud' be surprised howhow-
we

how-
wewe can lighten your load .

"-.+.aa. a

rr-
ryryr-

yBUYBUY YOUR GOESGOES-
WHERE

GOES-
WHEREWHERE DOLLAR FARTHER !

PLPLYWOODPLYWOODB-
uilding

YWOOD
Building Materials of AllII TypesTyp-
esPREFAB

Typ-
esPREFAB

Type-

sHOMEPRE-FABPREFABPREFAB--HOMEHOME- HOMESHOMES-
All

HOMES-
AI.I

SS-
AllAllAI.-IAI-I

.
SizesSizes-

PLUMBING
Sizes-

PLUMBING
Sizes-

PLUMBINGPLUMBINGPLUMBINGAND.

ANDAN-
DLIES

-

ELEctRICALELECTRICAL
.

5UPPLIESSUPPSUPPCO-

LUMBIA

_ LIES
'

'5\5-

ELECTRICAL
COLUMBIACOL

,
MB'IAMBIA

'

TRANSPORTATIONTRAN-SPORTTRANSPORT
-

ATION
i 1110

"

WestWest
,. ,

EwingEwin-
gSeattle'WashingtonSeattleSeattl.eSeattle'WashingtonSeattleWashingtonII ;

.

,',
.'

Washington 9811998119-
PHONE

98119-
PHONEPHONE : 206-283-61002062836100206-=283283.61002836100-. I00


