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" US. Sues
California,
Nevada

The United States filed suit
in the Supreme  Court against
the States of Nevada and Cali-
fornia seeking to protect water
rights on behalf of the Pyranud
Lake Tribe of Pawite Indians in
Nevada. '

The suit was Hled at the
request of - Intenor Seeretary
Rogers €. B. Morton

Pyramnd Lake receives water
from the Truckee River System,
which ongmates - Cahtornia
and - flows, by way ot Lake
Fahoe, 65 nules through Nevada
to the lake, which as m the
tribe’s  reservation about 30
miles north of Reno

The Umited States asked the
Court to declare the nght of the
United States to the of
sutficient water ot the nver to
meet the fishing and other needs
of the Indians.

The complaint stated that the
two states have refused to re-
cognize a federal nght to the use
of water to maintamn the lake.

As a result of diversion of
water from the niver, the level
of Pyramid Lake has dropped
70 feet since 1906, according to
the complaint.
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Ben Chekotah
Returns to His
Home Country

MACON, GA. Ben Chekotah
21, a Creek Indian, had never
left Oklahoma betore last May
when he came  to Ocmulgee
National Monument, at Macon,
Georgia, to work tor the Nation-
al Park Service as a park tech-
nician

It was from Georgia in the
1830's that the Creeks were
expelled to Oklahoma Terntory
in the tragic march known to
history as the “Trail of Tears.™

Lately the Department ot the
Intenior and the City of Macon
have cooperated - welcommg
Creeks back to thewr traditonal
home to help visitors understand
their carly culture in tours ol
mounds and prefistonie towns
the Indian Mound Builder
avilization

In mid-September a group ot
80 Macon, Georgra, ciizens or-
ganized a trans-Atlantic hght
1o visit their sister city of Macon
in Southern France, just north
of the Swiss border.

As a wedding present, they
included Ben Chekotah and his
Creek bride, Peggy.

Peggy works as a sales clerk
in the Indian Craftshop estab-
lished at the monument by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs. Both
are former residents of the other
Okmulgee. the one spelled with
a k™, in Oklahoma.

Mr. and  Mrs.  Chekotah
brought with them gifts of Creck
Indian craftwork for the French
city.  Ben was undecided whe-
ther to wear his National Park
Service uniform or the stately
robes of the Creck culture

The Service said that  he
would be “in uniform™ either
way.
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