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» Easement court fight here

State wins
selection

extension

From our Anchorage Burean

Lawsuit is transferred
to Anchorage courtroom

By Jeffrey R. Richardson
Stalt Writer

“We're going to be in trouble.”

This was the reaction of one Native corporation attorney to
the announcement that one of two lawsuits over the issue of ease-
ments across Native lands was to be transferred from Washington,
D. C. to Alaska.

Interior  Secretary . Thomas
Kleppe has granted the State ol
Alaska an extension of time Lo
select lands previously set aside
for Native selections under the
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Natives filed suite in April
to protest the policies of the
Department of Interior in re-

Hootch has its impact
on Nunapitchuk

By Margie Bauman It was Anna Tobeluk of
Nunapitchuk whose name ap-

b i .
hearimg Natives may take legal action to

revoke the extension.
Withdrawals of tederal jand.
from which Native selections
were to be made, were originally
suppused to end December 18,
1975, However, the Interior
Secretary extended the deadline
for certain types of  Native
selections until October | of this
vear. Starting October 1, the

(Continued on Page 8)
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Nunapitchuk is a small village

back in the pipeline era.
in southwestern Alaska and a

old girl named Molly Hootch, ~Photo by Mergie Beurmen (Continued on Page 8)
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attorney  with the Center for Nunapitchuk.  Now  Tobeluk By JANICE HAMILTON it might be a plane. Then, When they approached Men-

Law and Education, Cambridge,

and 15 classmates are carrying andd ANDREW HUME suddenly the object took off  denhall, the UFO apparently
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Mass., spent more than three "0 o0 aibeit no frills. in y he Whitehorse Y uk with ‘great  speed over the Vveered into the draw of the hill:
?.“” working on the case with a sparsely furnished schoolhouse F oo ta Iveg0ee, Tukon mountain and they realizged it $ide to the southwest. The two
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s associate, Bruce Trombley, STAR y

so chilly the students wear

could not be a plane, said they thought it would crash

of~the Legal Services office in
Anchorage.  An out-ol<courn
settlement on the case was
reached Oct.27, after a hearing
for the state of Alaska and
Legal  Services in Anchorage

In a nutshell, the compromise
said that unless a community
takes affirmative action to send
its children to high school out-
side  the village and specifies
- that the community does not
want a high school, they have a
|||,I1l to that school,

“Our  job right now s o
see  that. this decree which
exists on paper is implemented
as quickly as possible,” Cotlon
said, “If there are any problems,

yresent or looming, we wanl to
e on top of them, to get them
resolved.”

All of which adds up 1o a
lot of travel for Cotton, In the

last ‘two and a half years, he's”

logged more than dozen trips
to - Alaska, for periods of a
couple of weeks 1o two and a
hall months.

Now he was back again, to
check with the Legal Services
Corporation in Nome on the
progress of the settlement, then
south lo Bethel and
Nunapitehuk.

parkas and snowpants indoors,

Cotton sad teacher Shirley
Grace told  him  “*When  the
wind's blowing, they  keep

their mittens on.”

But Cotton also noted in a
telephone interview . lter. From
Bethel that there werén't all
that many complaints.

The last time he was at
Nunapitchuk, Grave iried to
dismiss, class  early  so  the
village council could meet in the
makeshilt schoolroom  and
some  students didnt want 1o
quit.

“The teacher had to physi-

cally take the typewriter away
from the girl who was typing in
order to get her to leave,” he
said. _

And how about the star of
the case, Anna Tobeluk?

*School’s good; lots of fun,”
she said.

And what would she tell
students in villages that don’t
have a  high school? “I'd tell
them to tell their parents 1o
fight Tor it. I"s good,” she said.

But if the legal matters were
ironed out in the Oct. 27 com-
promise, the financial end was
nol totally resolved,

Santa, was that you Iu.aiul;
back to the North Pole? That's
what two ambulance attendants,
Tom Banks and Ken Scholfield,
might. very well be asking them-
selved™ right now, following a
LIF() '-.l"|||11l'|_ Sunday night

The two were heading 1o
wiards Haines Junction around
7230 pum. o pick up a patient
when they first “sighted the
bright,, white objict a few miles
north of the Takhini Bridge. -

According to Scholfield, “We
saw what we thought at first was
a very bright star. It seemed
stationary, then all ol a sudden
it started 1o move and was right
down in our ares in no time,

“We were inoa flat area the
mountains -~ were  maybe  (two
miles from the highway and the
object seemed to be travelling
maybe a couple of thousand feet
above the ground. It was travel-
ling maybe 4 couple of thousand
feet above ‘the ground. It was
travelling slaw. 1t looked tw me
like 1t might be lost.”

Scholofield said they discuss-

ed whal i: could be and thought

At this point they decided 1o
report in to the  ambulance
station in Whitehorse.

According to the report the
iwo attendants made 1o the
ROMP, the speed, colour and
manocuverability ol the object

5 “like nothing we had
wilnessed.”

“It did not trn, but instantly
reversed s course,

[he object “buzzed™ them
several times, and they had no
control  over the ambulance’s
clectrical system.

Banks and Scholficld were
now reporting. each sighting by
radio. At ome point the UFO
scemed to be coming right to-
wards them. As Scholfield 1old
the story Banks decided to turn
on the ambulance beacon 1o see
what  would  happen, but fo
some reason the beacon wenl
off, The object then stopped and
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WEnL I reverse,

Banks told the RCMP he tried
to Nash the beacon at the UFO
and the object paced their
vehicle and a bright light flashed
back.

because it seemed to be flying so
low, but it skimmed over the
moantain top and  disappeared
over the Champagne area. Al
that point they lost sight of the
aohyevt.

They drove on two or three
miles and crossed the Menden-
hall bridge. Scholtield continued
Ly wateh for the object out the
left hand side. where it had al
ways beén sighted up to this
time,

Suddenly  on
north side of the road, Banks
saw  the  ground  brlliantly
Muminated approximately 100
vards ahead, through a clearing.
When  they reached the area
there was nothing there,
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“We'll

the right, o

know Natives have
really —arrived e Alaska
when we starl secing ugly
Native receplionists,”
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