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know your leaders
petite Marmargaretmarvaretmaraaretvaret ninickck
does manmanmsmaimssizeded jabsjobs
A petite young lady from

bethel with man sized jobs is the
secretary of the alaska federa-
tion of natives she is margaret
nick director for economic de-
velopment in bethel a research
program sponsored by the alaska
federation of natives

miss nick is also a member of
the national indian advisory
board a member of the national
indian task force and is cur-
rently working with both the
bethel area vista volunteers as
well as with bethelsberthelsBethels akolmuit
dormitory which is owned and
operated by the village of akol
muitauit

during the summer miss nick
was an intern in senator edward
M kennedyskennedyaKennedys office as well as in
those of the alaska delegation
she has spoken on land claims
before groups in washington
DC south carolina chicago
and denver as well as before
meetings with village councils
in the bethel area
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MARGARET NICK

miss nicks father is a mem-
ber of the nunapitchuk city
council and her brother holds
the same slot in bethel

humanu an awareness
A national conference attend-

ed by tribal indian leaders from
throughout the united states has
resulted in the formation of a
national council of indian
awareness according to flore
lekanof

lekanof who attended the
meeting which was held in wash-
ington DC december 12th
represented the alaska federa-
tion of natives and alaska one
of the twelve regions which com-
prise the group

the conference was sponsored
by commissioner louis bruce of
the BIA and partially funded by
arrow inc a nonprofitnon profit indian
interest organization of which
bruce is a director

the goal of the newly formed
national council is to create a
better image of the american
indian including the alaskan
native by informing the public
on the needs of the indians by
publicizing what various indian

groups are doing
As part of the dispersal of in-

formation on indian activity the
group sponsored a dinner during
the conference which featured
foods from the pueblo people of
new mexico

alaska will be featured at the
next dinner which will be held
inin washington DC during the
last week in february the menu
will include alaskan foods such
as moose caribou reindeer muk
tuk and other foods from alaska

about 150 people including
members of both houses of the
interior and insular affairs com-
mittee are expected to attend and
hear about the alaska native
land claims issue

considerable press coverage is
expected says lekanof adding
that anyone wishing to contri-
bute food to the dinner should
contact him at the AFN public
relations office in Anchoanchoragenige

nunapitchunwwpitchukwriteskwrites to hickelrickel
nunapitchuk alaska 99641
december 29 1969

hon walter J hickel
secretary of interior
washington DC 20240

dear mr hickel
our forefathers were living in

this land from ages unknown
when they died they were buried
into this land and their blood
seeped into the land we were
bornbarn to this with nothing when
your forefathers were living on
their land they probably had
owned property and the property
was undoubtedly passed down to
you we did not have any prop-
erty handed down to us from our
forefathers from this land we
have made our daily livelihood
we are nonworkingnotworkingnot working for wages in
dollars each day for our daily
bread

when the russians claimed
that they have discovered alaska
there were people living on this
land striving to live off the land
then the US bought alaska the
same people were living on this
land striving to get their food
off the land as it is today there-
fore we do not wish that the

land be taken away from us and
sold to private individuals or
organizations thereby limiting or
restricting our major source of
living approximately 10 per
cent of our food is bought from
the stores ninety percentper cent comes
from the land

when the pilgrims landed in
america they shouted joyously
that they have discovered the
land and thanked god they
vowed to make it a land of the
free later the white man push-
ed the indians back and took
their hunting grounds are you
in a process of doing the same
thing to us

your law says no one can en-
ter a locked door are you aboutabout
to break the lock on our hunting
grounds and take it how we
have tried to keep our land for
ourselves because it is our major
source of food and we consider
our efforts as our lock to our
hunting grounds when you run
out of cash in your pocket you
run to your bank to get moeny
for your food we run to our
land to get our food

yours truly
nunapitchuk village council

AFNFN PR manman poses lalandndjdCclaimsI1
issueassuessue inn stastate of0f washlwashingtonn

the alaska federation of nat-
ives has launched a statewide
effort in washington to obtain
further support for the natives
on the land claims issue

when the bill now in the
senate committee on interior
and insular affairs comes before
thethem full senate and finally the
house the AFN would like the
support of the congressmen from
washington according to jim
thomas public relations director
of the AFN

chairman of the committee in
the senate is henry jackson of
washington

thus thomas is now touring
the state in an effort to contact
every newspaper editor in wash-
ington in hopes that at least 90
per cent of them will publish
editorials on the land claims
issue by march

in addition he will also be
speaking to church groups
chamber of commerce officials
and indian groups and laying the
groundwork for future visits
from other AFN sspokesmenPokessenokesmenokesmen

in approaching the people of
washington thomas has explain-
ed the position of the natives on
the land claims issue and stressed
that anytime alaska gains wash-
ington gains because everything
going to alaska must first go
through seattle

alaskaslaskasalanskasA stagnation as a re-
sult

re-
suit ofclaims is also washingtons
diminished return he explained
before starting the trip

thomas left his office in
anchorage on thursday

on jan 16 he met with virgil
greipp communications director
for the washington presbyterian
synod and scheduled speaking
engagements for the AFN offi-
cials in the area churches

As the result of a meeting the
next day with the small tribes
of washington the organization
will hold a statewide powwowpow wow
february 7 in tacoma for about
2000 people

the event will serve as a press
conference for the alaska native
leaders who will be arriving in
washington

thomas also spoke at the
olympic presbyterian church in
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JIM THOMAS

tacoma where each of the 40
presbyterian churches for the
presbytery were represented ac-
cording to thomas the response
was very good

in everett he addressed the
north puget sound presbytery
speaking to about 80 ministers
and elders who will in turn relay
his message to their respective
churches

thomass plans then took him
to seattle where he talked with a
seattle times writer As a result
a lengthy article on AFN efforts
in washington appeared jan 19

the next day an article ap-
peared in the seattle post intell-
igencer titled indian PR chief
speaks

other meetings included an
interview with editorofeditoreditorofof the bell-
ingham herald a speech before

125 people of the bellingham
rotary club a meeting with the
editor of mt vernon skagit her-
ald a taping at KOMO radio
television station interviews with
the associate editor of presby-
tery life circulation of one
million with KING television
and radio in seattle and with
KIRO radio and television

in one day according to
thomas the story of land claims
will be shown on three of seat
ties largest stations

he also addressed the seattle
presbytery representing all pres-
byterianby terian churches in metropoli-
tan seattle and the washington
council of churches where he
was to present a resolution for
them to act on

thomas plans to conclude his
trip in seattle on jan 28

1 LAND CLAIMS information
Z
1 LEGAL memorandum supporting THE NATIVE I1

PROPOSALS
Z A case for two items 1 the legal rights and 2 the

overridingover riding royalty which was presented by some of the
most distinguished american lawyers

SPECIAL LAND RIGHTS ISSUE OF THE TUNDRA I1Z
TIMES

the december 19th 1969 issue has the legal basis
Z
1

the moral case the 2 per cent royalty the AFN proposal
year endreportandreportend report of AFN by emil notti a history of alaskan
native movement background to a historic issue and

Z other features
1

PACKET information
packet sent out contains statements before

committees and organizations REPORTS from NATIVE a
E

LEADERS and AFN LAWYERS newspaper clippings
Z
Z

from every newspaper in the STATE OF ALASKA AFN Z
X

news releases results from AFNs SPEAKERS BUREAU Z

etc Z
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I1 THIS MATERIAL AND QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE
5 CAN BE OBTAINED BY WRITING TO

OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS
ALASKA federation OFINAOF NATIVESofinativesTIVES INC
1675 C STREETCSTREET
ANCHORAGE ALASKA 99501
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AFN speakers
bureau busy

the alaska federation ofnat-
ives endeavoring to reach the
people through a face to face
relationship by the speakerspdakers
bureau of the AFN public relat-
ions office hahadd several speaking
engagements to fill this week

flore lekanof president of
the aleut league will show the
CBS news cocommentarymmentaty by mike
wallace to the muldoonMuldoofi lions
club in anchorage

he is also scheduled to speak
before the kenai education as-
sociation as well as the anchor-
age welcome center and the
rural school finance commit
tee meetingmeetin9 of the alaska legis-
lature in juneau

the deputy directornrectobrector of the
AFN alfred ketzler will fieoe at
kodiak to participate in the
kodiakateanativekpdiakarea native associations
meeting

speaking befbiblffiebefore theehsthephsPHS papa-
tients at the alaska native medi-
cal center whichwhirchchirch has been con-
firmedfirmedasmedasfir as a weekly presentpresentationation
will be showaltershowalterjshowaltersShowalterJJ smith


