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GULKANA—Houses of this type provided for residents by BIA.

The small town of Gulkana-—
population about 85—has taken
on a new look this year.

Nine of the approximately 15
families there have replaced their
old homes with new ones.

A pilot project for the Anch-
orage area Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs, the effort will serve as basis
for other BIA housing programs
in the Gulkana area.

“We hope to learn from this
experience and plan according-
ly,” said Roy Peratrovich, super-
intendent of the BIA.

The next scheduled project is
for six to nine houses in Chisto-
china.

The agency is currently mak-
ing a survey to determine which
villages need housing the most
and just how far the financial
resources of the BIA can be
stretched, Herb Hope, housing
officer said.

In Gulkana, with less than
$10,000 the bureau bought all
of the materials necessary for
building the nine houses and con-
tracted with the village for them
to provide a carpenter and village
labor.

The land was provided by the
villagers.

Through this program, Pera-
trovich said, “we provided houses
for people who would not even
be able to make a minimum
house payment.”

The families to benefit from
the program were selected by the
village council, Al Tracy, admin-
istrative manager of the BIA
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Gulkana People Build
Houses with BIA Help

said, and the BIA had no part in
the selection.

Fred Ewan, president of the
village council, devoted much
time and energy to getting the
project underway and was re-
sponsible for paying the con-
struction workers, Peratrovich
said.

The skilled carpenter hired by
the village supervised the work of
from four to nine unskilled vil-
lagers in constructing the houses.

In the fall, during the initial
construction period, the villagers
were working 70 hours a week
for about $2 an hour, Peratro-
vich said.

The number of hours dwind-
led as the weather worsened, he
continued.

However, by the time cold
weather arrived, the workers had
completed one house and used it
to assemble parts, such as rafters,
for the other houses.

The project was carried out in
the winter, the superintendent
explained, even though costs were
greater because during that time
there i1s no work in the village.

Of a plywood exterior, the
two-to-three  bedroom houses
have six inches of insulation all
around, Tracy said.

Oil will be the source for heat-
ing, cooking, and hot water with

the stove being furnished by the
BIA.

The public Health Service is
providing sewer and water for
these and other houses in Gul-
kana.
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Jim Thomas, public relations
director of the Alaska Federation
of Natives, concluded his whirl-
wind tour of Washington State
this week.

The tour was the initial step
in an effort to arouse statewide
support in Washington for the
native land claims position.

Discussing results of the trip,
Thomas said that the Washington
Council of Churches passed a
resolution that the general board
of the council “support the early,
equitable and just settlement of
Alaska Native Land Claims and
urge our congregations and their
members to make known this
support to their Senators and
Representatives in the U.S. Con-
gress.”

Also, Thomas stressed that the
Presbyterian Life magazine with
a circulation of one million plans
to do a story on the Alaska
Native Land Claims.

Future appearances at several
churches in the Seattle area were
arranged with more engagements
expected.

Contacts were made this week
with the news media in Olympia,
Centralia, Vancouver, and Long-
ViEW.

In his nearly two-week trip,
Thomas not only visited churches
and representatives of the news
media, but also laid the way for
a “Pow-Wow” Feb. 7 in the
Pacific Lutheran University gym-
nasium. About 1,000 are expect-
ed to attend with invitations go-
ing to dignitaries such as Walter
J. Hickel, U.S. Secretary of the

Special Election
GivesKotzebue
Wet Status

The town of Kotzebue last
week voted to legalize liquor dis-
pensing and a total of 437 voters
turned out for the special elec-
tion.

There were 272 votes in favor
of sale of liquor in the town and
156 against. Nine votes were re-
jected.

Kotzebue voted dry some two
years ago after establishing the
sale of liquor for a whﬂe pre-
viously.
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AFN’s Jlm Thomas Llnﬁ Up
Indian Pow-Wow at Tacoma

Interior and the Alaskan delega-
tion in Washington

The Pow-wow will serve as
the kick-off for a concentrated
effort to “drum up” support for
the natives position and will
sound the arrival of several AFN
members who will be speaking
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throughout Washington.

Tentatively the speakers v
be as follows: Emil Notti, p
dent of the AFN, principle spe:
er; Don Wright—labor oriente
groups: Margaret Nick—college
and universities; Showalter Smit
—churches.
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