By Edwin Simon of Huslia
As told to
Louis Blaine Thoreson

Loong ago the big man had
five or six wives and many
servants. He got mad so all
his wives and servants left

him and went back in the

brush. . He begged them to
come out but they would not
come back.

So he figured out something..

He made the itos and

mosqui
put them in a bag. He’took the

bag of mosquitos back into
the brush and dumped them
out. The wives and servants
were bothered so much by the
mosquitos that they had to
come back to the big man.
The mosquitos followed the
wives and servants back to
the big man’s camp.

The big man had to fight
the mosquitos very hard. He
tried to figure out what to do.
He got a large pumpkin that
WAas g on a rotten
birch. After the big man
broke the birch pumpkin from
the hirch tree he held the
pumpkin in his hands and said
to it, “*You must fight the
m squitos for me.””

He brought the pumpkin
inside his igloo and bumed it
there. All the mosquitos left
After all the mosquitos were
gone from inside his igloo the
big man set the buming pump-
kin outside his door to chase
the mosquitoes away from the
camping area. Since that day
the Indians have bumed birch
pumpkins to keep mosquitoes
out of their houses and away
from their canps. One pumpkin
will bum for about two days.

The big man said to the
birch pumpkin, “We will use

BY MAIL

—Pormanent

Funeral Sproys
~Patted Plonts

~Fresh Cut Flowers
—Wedding

Arrangements
~Corsages

NORTHWARD

FLOWER SHOP

Northward Building
Fairbanks, Alaska

For Fast, top quality
Photo Finishing

Mail your films
{o
GRIFFIN’S

552 2nd Avenve
Foirbanks, Alaska

WE FEATURE
One-Day Service on
Bl ack and White
Kodak Color Processing
Air Speeded
For Fastest Service

30 Day Charge Accounis
Available Here

----------q-------------------ﬁiﬁlhiiil

Fairbanks’ Oldest Cab Service

CHECKER

, - 453-6611
RADIO DISPATCHED 434

e T T Il T I T T T T YT -'-ii_"-'-"-iii-?ﬁ

" 5
¥

"

ATHABASCAN STORYTELLER-Edwin Simon of Huslia

is widely known in his area as o master storyteller, He
is pictured in his characteristic manner of storytelling
sitting on a bench beside the porch of the Ingalik Kashim
at the Native Village on the grounds of the Alaske 67 in

Fairbanks.

you for many other things.”
Tte .Indians use the pumpkin

to keep their fire alive when -

traveling. They make a birch
bark basket and put mud or
sand in the center of the
basket.

At night in the sod igloo,
the people cowvr up the smoke
hole in the roof and take the
fire out of the igloo. They
put @ burming pumpkin where
the fire was. The fire bumns
very slowly on just one side
of the pumpkin. In the moming
the pumpkin i1s held by the
part which is not buming and
is shaken over dry grass and
bark. Sparks fall off the
buming pumpkin and the fire
in the grass and bark starts
to bum.

The ashes from the bumed
pumpkin are white. The
Indians take regular tobacco
purchased from the store or
trader and mix it with pumpkin
ashes by grinding in 2 wooden
bowl. This ground mixture
they use as a kind of snuff
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